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Preface.

In this thesis I -will trace the history of the International
Federation of Library Associations from the conceivement of the
idea, in Prague in 1926 to its creation in Edinburgh in 1%27 and
through its early yéars up to World War II., As sources I have
mainly used the proceedings of the annual meetings, published

in the first eleven volumes of the "Actes du Comité International

des Bibliothéques'. No doubt a careful study of the archives of

the Federation would yield further'interesting information on the
development in these early years, but this would have led me too
far for the present purpose, .
The "Actes™ give the proceedings of the IFLA meetings in the
four languages of the federation: Engliﬁh, French, German and
Italian, although this last language waS used very little. Wherever
I have cited the text of the Actes I haﬁe translated it into
English, if the text was published in aﬂy of the otherﬂthree
languages. I apologize if these translagions are not always
perfect, .
I hope to have given a.good picture lof the activities of the
Federation in these early years and of the development of this
organization from an idea backed by 15 countries to an active

federation with ca. forty members.,
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Chapter I. Prehistory and Foundation,

A. Introduction.,.

Like many other organizations, the International Federation of
Library Associations was not formed suddenly, but had a certain
pre-history. In the case of IFLA we really ought to go back to 1876,
the year in which the American Library Association was established,.
This first official organization of librarians was to play an
important part in national and in international librarianship. The
English librarians were the first to follow the example of their
American colleagues. They met in 1877 in London, holding, together
with representatives from a number of other countries, a meeting
which was called "the First International Conference of Librarians",
That &ear.the Library Association of the United Kingdom was formed.

United by a common language, the British and the American
Library Association kept in fairly close contact, and in 1897 they
organized the Second International Library Conference; which was
attended by delegates from many countries, Three years later, in
1900, a Congrés International des Bihlioth&caires was held in Paris.
Coordination was obviously lacking, resulting in these rather too
frequent independently organized meetings. At the end of the 1900
Congress it was decided that this situation needed improving, and
that an International Conference should be organized every five
years. However no further steps were taken to this purpose,

The idea of more organized international cooperation and some
kind of permanent body responsgible partiocularly for the organization
of regular international conferences, was again discussed at an
ALA-meeting in Saint Louis in 1904 and also at the Congrés
International des Archivistes .et des Bibliothéecaires in Brussels in
1910, However, the plans never seem to have taken any more definite
shape. The first World War prevented any further international
congresses and therewith any developments in this field for the next
fifteen years. However, the idea did not die; it only lay dormant,

) in 1926. Mr. Henriot could be

£ill it was revived by Mr. Henriot

1) further information on people mentioned can be found in Annex III,

1




called the spiritual father of IFLA, since it was he who pushed
the idea and gave it shape resulting in 1927 in the creation of
the International Library and Bibliographical Committee.

B. Prague, 28th June ~ 3rd July 1926,

The first international meeting of }ibrarians after the war was the

"Congrés International des Bibliothécairés et des amis du Livre',
held in Prague, 28th June till 3rd July§1926. At this meeting wmr.
Hénriot revived the idea 6f an international'organization for
librarians. In the years after the Firs% World War people had great
hopes for the future and they expected %uch from international
cooperation and international organizations. An example was their
early faith in the League of Nations. Certain professions, too,
began to organize themselves internationally. So it should not surprise
us to see the librarians of the Western[world go along with the mood
of the time in their eagerness to form an international body. An
eagerness strong enough to give a definite shape to tﬁe vague
pre-war 1deas,

Many interesting topics were diécus?ed at the Prague meeting.
International matters concerning 1ibraries were discussed by Section
I. In the session of this Section on 29£h June, Mr. M.G, Henriot,
speaking for the French Library Associa!ion, proposed:

"the constitution of an internati%nal permanent Comith directeur

1)

representing the various nationai associaticons of librarians',
As had been discussed before the war, hé saw the need for a permanent
contact, particularly for the organizatgon of conferences:

"It is necessSary ... to coordinat% our action, to maintain a
permanent contact between our aséociations, and to cooperate
for international manifestationsL such as Congresses, for which
as timetable ought to be prepareh inwadvance”.a)

He also wanted this Committee to work i# the field of bibliographies:

",,..that the Comité dirécteur-...k-should be charged with
distributing to the various natibnal associations a list each
year of the principal reference works, published in the course

2

of that year, for all the branches of human knowledge',

1) Actes du Comité International des Bibliothéques, Vol. I. pp. 3.

Uppsala, 1931, *
2) idem, p. 4.
3) idem, p. 4.
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Professional status was another consideration for creating such an

international body of librarians:

"The Comité directeur should have a greater authority than our
national aséociations, to plead the so badly kngwn cause of
modern librarians”.j)

A Bub—committée was formed, consisting of I. Collijn, Sweden,

G, Henriot, France, A. Hilsenbeck, Germany, V. Tilke, Czechoslovakia,

and L. Wharton, England. This committee composed a resoclution,

elaborating Mr. Henriot's suggestion, which was included in the final
resolution of the Section as well as in the final resolution of the

Congress as a whole.

It was decided that:

~ while there was no definite organization, each Asscociation would
appoint a delegate.

- the Committee must assume responsibility for the execution of the
resolutions taken,

- the Committee must fix the place and date of the next official
international congreas. )

- it must establish relations with the Institute of Intellectual
Cooperation, and find out if the Committee could have a permanent
Bureau at the Institute,

- any Association should be able to ask the Committee's intervention
in library matters, particularly to defend professicnal interests.

~ the Committee should suggest, centralise and start any tasks whioh
need international cooperation, such as yearly lists of the pricipal
bibliographies.

- it should study the possibilities of extending the relations with
archivists.

- it should examine any problems submitted that dealt with international
or cooperative matters,

Some contribution would be expected from each association.

Mr, Benriot was appointed as delegate to discuss the matter with the

Institute of Intellectual Cooperation in Paris, .

It is obvious that‘Hr. Henriot wanted a committee whiéh would not

1} Actes du Comité International des Bibliothéques, Vol. I. pp. 4.

Uppsala, 1931,

2) For comprehensive records of the Proceedinga see: ''Congrés

-

International des bibliothécaires et des amis du livre' 1928-29,
2 vols. State Printing House., Prague. Tenu a Prague, du 28 juln au
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only prepare conferences and execute resolutions taken, but also a
permanent body which could deal with any international or cooperation
problems on an international level. He also - rightly -~ saw the need
for a bureau or permanent secretariat and for financial support.

The representative of the United Kingdom Library Association and the
British Museum, L.C. Wharton reported on the Congress in the Library

Association Record, calling the scheme "worthy of our support", and

promised his personal support for its execution.

Although the organization finally to be called IFLA in 1929
differed from Mr. Henriot's proposals in various respects, this Prague
scheme really was the beginning of IFLA. As Rudolf Malek said:

"In the nine points of this resolution almost all the basia
ideag can be found which characterize, one year later, the
officially established internaticonal organization of
librarians, IFLA, and which influenced the entire future
activity".j)

I thought it would be useful at this stage to add a note on the
International Institute of Intellectual Cooperation, as this will

play an important part in the development of IFLA up to the second

World War. The Institute for Intellectual Cooperation was established

in 1925. In that year the French Government agreed to establish- and
maintain in Paris an Institute, runned by the International Committee

of Intellectual Cooperation. The French government would give a

yearly allowance, but other countries could also contribute financially, |
The Institute was housed in a wing of the Palais Royal, and opened in
January 1926,

The Institute was meant to be a preparing and executing body for
the Committee of Intellectual Cog¢peration, as the Committee itself
lacked the means and perscnnel to achieve anything substantial. The
Committee was subdivided into three Sub-Committees, of which the
Sub-Committee for Bibliography and Science was the most important one
from our point of view, The Institute was divided into seven Sections,
one of which was the Section of Scientific Relations and Bibliography.

Mr. De Vos van Steenwijk became the head of this Section.,

1) On the origin of the Intermational Organization of Librarians (IFLA)
Rudolf Malek, Libri, 20, 1970, p. 223/24,



Many plans reached the Section, particularly in the field of
bibliography. This was (and is) indeed a very important field of
librarianship. The Institute's function in this and other library fields
was meant to be mainly coordinating: acting as a go-between to stimulate
cooperation. At the time selective, analytical bibliographies were
considered particularly important. Also accurate information about
libraries in each country, information on lending et¢. was much needed.
To this end, for example, the Institute szent a circular to many
libraries.j)

In its function of stimulator of cooperation between experts, the
Institute has.played a very important role in the development of

2)

librarianship in the years before the war.®

C. Atlantic City, 1926,
In October 1926 the American Library Association held its fiftieth

Anniversary Conference at Atlantic City and Philadelphia. The meeting
was attended by many European guests. It seemed a good occasion to
discuss international matters, so on October 7th, the ALA committee

on International Relations called an informal meeting for the
discussion of internationsl cooperation. Mr. Henriot had distributed
proposals concerning headquarters for the Provisional International
Library Committee created at Prague. He had discussed the matter with
the I.I.I.C. in Paris and now reported on the results, coming to the
following conclusions. It seemed hest that the Committee should
maintain a connection with the Institute, but retain its complete
independence, having a permanent hneadquarters elsewhere. However,

as proximity to the Institute might be useful, Mr. Henriot proposed

to place the Bureau in Paris, in the building occupied by the American
Library and Library School. The new Bureau and the Library and the
School would all profit from the arrangement, making the building

into a true international library centre. The headquarters should
function under the control and patronage of the American Library and
the Comité Frangais de la Bibliothéque moderne, with the gdvice of the

faculty of the Paris library School, of which Mr, Henriot was a

e .

1) Bihliotheekleven, Special issue 1926. Dr. J.E. Baron De Vos van

~ Steenwijk on the I.I.I.C. p. 84-50, _

2) In the rest of this work the Institute will be c¢glled I.I.I.C, and
the Committee I.C.I.C,
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professor. The $§ 2,000 needed would have to come from subscriptions.
As to activities, Mr. Henriot proposed én organization:
"1. where librarians of all nations as a body can seek general
' information and offers and requests for employment, employment

exchange, travel in foreign countries, travelling expenses etco
|

2. where the faculty of library %chools will obtain information
and make comparisons on international instructions in library

management, school programs, éunctions and administration,
statistics, exchange between ﬁations of faculty and students,
equivalence of diploma's, etcl,

3. where one can study improved %ethods of documentation; the
publication through internatiénal'cooperation of manuals and
bihliographical works; inform%tion on indexes under way or
projected, regulations cancerﬁing bibliographical and
statistical registration of pﬁblications; uniform dictionary
of library terms; international exchanges; lending of
manuscripts, propaganda direcfed to the govefnments of various

countries pushing international agreements, etc.”j)
Many librarians reacted positively, but they were not authorized
to give a definite answer to the proposals. 1t was therefore decided
to discuss the matter in more detail informally during the post-
conference trip. As a result a resolution was submitted and accepted
at the end of the trip. It was decided that the ALA should take the
initiative and
"submit teo the different national organizations the proposal
to discuss the forming of an International Library Committee
with the prospect that such discussion may be so far advanced
at the time of the Edinburgh meeting of next year that definite
action then may be taken by authorized representatives of the
different national organizations”z)
It was hoped that the various asscciations would come toc a decision
within their own organizations as to the desirability of Mr. Henriot's
plans. The activities envisaged by him were all important, beyond doubt,

although all together they formed far too great a task for a newly

1) Actes Vol. I., p. 8-9.
2) Actes, Vol. I,, p. 10,
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created body., Mr. Henriot was either far too ambitious for his planned
¢reation, or he was thinking in terms of many years to come,

His American proposals certainly formed a more clearly defined
.program than was considered in Prague, It is curious, however, that
the organization of international conferences was not mentioned.

Again we can only guess at the reason. Either he assumed this as the
Committee's first task, or he did not find it such an important
function after all,

We also wonder why the ALA was given the initiative, thereby
excluding Mr. Henriot. Whatever the reasons were for this arrangement,

it had consequences for the Committee as formed in Edinburgh.

D. Edinburgh, 1927,
The British Library Association held its fiftieth Anniversary

Conference at Edinburgh, September 26th - 30th 1927. International

affairs were discussed by the Section for International Library
Cooperation, which had ite first session on September é?th. Dr. De
Vos van Steenwijk, chief of the Section of Scientific Relations of
the I.I.I.C. was present to present dnd explain the resolutions and
reconmendations of the Institute.

At this first session the possibilities of an International
Association were discussed in rather general terms. There were two
proposals: on the one hand the proposal of the ALA-conference and
the ALA report made since the conference, and on the other hand a
proposal based on a plan developed by the I.C.I.Ce=sub-committee for
Bihliography, in which the Institute was seen as the permanent centre,

A committee of seven, each representing a different country, was
appointed to consider the proposals. On September the 30th this
committee reported and came with a proposal. On the enquiry of the
ALA 10 countries had ahnounced their readiness to join the American
projec¢t. At the Edinburgh Conference five more authorized delegates
had announced their approval. The mwain speaker and defender of the
plan was Dr. Hugo Krﬁss, General Director of the Prussian State

Library, who advocated the plan with great skill and pertinacity,




1)

pushing aside the I.C.I.C.,-project with kindness but determinatione.
The proposal was worded ag follows:

"We, the undersigned representatives of National Library
Associations, in conference at Edinburgh, 30th September 1927,
adopt the following resolution with the understanding that
neithef this action nor any aotion which may be taken by the
Committee shall be binding on any national library association
until ratified by the association,

1« Regolved that we hereby establish the International Library

and Bibliographical Committee.

2+ The Committee shall consist of members selected by the
national library associations which ratify thie action..e

3+ The duties of the Committee shall be to select the time
and place for the international library conferences and,
with the co-operation of local committees, to prepare
progrems for such conferences; and to make investigations
and recommendations concerning international relations
between libraries, organizations of librarians and
bibliographers, and other agencies.,

4, International library conferences shall be held at least once
in five years. The first conference ... shall be held in
1929 or 1930 ... The first plenary session of the Committee
shall be held within one year from this date.

5. The Committee shall have power to appoint sub-committees
from its own membership or from the memberehip of any of the
cooperating national library associlations,

6. The Officers of the ... Committee shall be a Chairman, two
Vice-Chairmen, and a Secretary. These, with four other
members, shall constitute the Executive Conmittee ...

7+ We do not thimk it necessary for the present to ask for any
contributions from the national organizations ..."

The Resolution of Edinburgh was signed by delegates from the
following countries: Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, France, Germany, Great-Britain, Holland, Italy, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland, United States, IFLA was borm, although not yet

e — — A

1) Bibliotheekleven jaarg. 13 - 1928, p. 4 E. de Clercq. Internationaal

Congres van Bibliothecarissen te Edinburg.
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in name,

It is interesting to trace the development of the idea of an
international organization from its re-emerging at Prague to its
realization in Edinburgh. In the Resolution of Edinburgh the main
stress was again on the organization of international conferences.

The other tasks have been pushed into thé background again. The
Committee seems to have been satisfied for the time being with the
establighment of closer, better regulated international contacts
beiween librarians. There was no longer any mention of & bureau,

nor of any particular relationship with the Institute or Committee
of Intellectual Cocperation, or the American Library in Paris,
Neither was it thought necessary to have any money available., It 1s
obvious that the Commlttee thus established would not be able to do
any of the tasks allotted to such an organization by Mr. Henriot,
except for organizing congresses, In faét the new Committee's
organization was close to what Mr, Henr%ot had originally proposed
in Prague, although even then he saw thé need for a permanent Bureau
and for subscriptions. However, all the work, thought and discussion
that had gone into his plans and had trénsformed them since Prague,
were ignored in the forming of the even%ual Committee in Edinburgh.

The differences between Mr. Henrioth proposals ag discussed at
the ALA Conference in 1926, and the act%al Resolution signed in
Edinburgh in 1929 can be explained only |as the result of an opposition
that seems to have grown between the advocates of the plan originating
from America, and the I.I.I.C. Mr. Henriot's plans which had by now
almost become I.I.I.C.-plans, and were érobably presented through
their representative Dr. De Vos van Steanijk. For some reason this
plan was effectively opposed. Either it‘was thought too ambitious,
or, more likely, it was felt to be too much in the hands and the power
of the I.I.I1.C. The absence of Mr. Henr%ot himself in Edinburgh may
have had something to do with it. The d%velopment of the organization
in the following years would no doubt have been different had he been
there. )

In conclusion it might be interesti#g to see Bome of the reactions
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to the creation of this new body. In the Library Association Record

of 1927 it was mentioned as one of the two points achieved by the
Jubilee Conference: "There was formed a permanent organization, under
the chairmanship of Dr. Collijn, of Stockholm, to.arradge international
conferences (or, more strictly, an international character for a

1

selected national conference) every three or four years'.

This is all that was said. The editor of Library Association Record

refrained as yet from any comment on the value of such an organization.

The full text of the Resolution was published in 1928, again without

any comment.a)
Perhaps wore interesting is the report from the Dutch representative.

He found the Edinburgh Conference too much excluaively English-

American orientated, and therefore doubted the usefulness of such

conferences for countries like Holland. I think it is good to realize

this Anglo-American predominance and the obvious difference in

development between these two countries and certain other countries

at this stage in the field of librarianship. We must realize that,

although 15 countries signed the resolution, not all of these were

equally ready or capable to support the project actively.

Mr. De Clerq reported on the developments since Atlantic City and the

discussion at Ediaburgh. He was particularly impressed with the

performance of Mr. Kruss in defending the plan. He noticed that for

the time being the establishment of contacts through conferences

was considered sufficient, in spite of the original aims concerning

international loans and international information services etc., He

also mentioned the intention to establish some connection with a

larger body, with possibilities for the future and financial capacities,

3)

such as the League of Nations, However this intention was nowhere
mentioned in the official statements, For comments on the poasible
usefulness of the International Committee, we have to wait till 1929,
With the ratification of the Edinburgh Resolution by a number of
hational library associations, the International Library and Biblio=
graphical Committee was officially established and was ready to start

woTk,

B et g e e A e

1) Library Assoclation Record, Vol. 29, 1929, p. 252.

2) Library Association Record, Vol. 30, 1928, p. 60-61.

3) Bibliotheekleven, Jadrg. 13, 1928, p. 4 E. de Clerg Internationaal

Congres van Bibliothecarissen te Edinburg.
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Chapter II. Early Years.

A, First Plenary Session, Rome, 1928, |

In accordance with the Edinburgh Resolution, the first Plenary
Sesgion of the International Library and Bibliographical Committee
was held within one year after the Edinburgh Conference. The Chairman,
Dr. I. Collijn, (Sweden), invited the delegates to a meeting in Rome,
on the 31st March, 1928, In answer to this invitation delegates from
Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Holland, Germany, ILtaly,
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States came to Rome for
the meeting.

There was an Agenda for this meeting with twelve items, of which
the most important were:

= the election of a temporary secretary,

- the election of the Executive Committee,

- time and place for the next intergational library meeting,

- proposition by Mr. Godet concerning the programme of the

future Congresses, |
~ appointments of sub~committees, :
It is obvious that this first meeting wés mainly devoted to matters of
a practical, organizational character, és could be expected.

First the Chairman submitted his reéort regarding preliminaries
executed by him, Fourteen countries had ratified the Edinburgh Resolution
namely: Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chinay Czechoslovakia, Denmark,

France, Germany, Great-Britain, Hollandl Italy, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland, United States. Of the 15 countries, whose delegates signed
the resolution, only Denmark had not ratified it yet, because its
association had not yet met, Poland was[expected to join too. From
Estonia, Latria , and Japan there had been no answer., In Hungary and
Spain efforts were being made to form a |library association. Dr,
Collijn had not succeeded yet in obtainfng information from Russia.

We see that it was the intention to get  all the possible couatries

of Western and Eastern Europe to join, and even some Asian countries,

The other three Continents did not come |into 1t., It basically was a
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North~-American =~ West-European organization, at this stage.

The Executive Committee was electéd: Chairman: Collijn; Vice=-
Chairmen: Bishop and Fago.
The appointment of Mr. Sevensma as Secretary was discuased. Dr. Collijn
explained why it would be desirable to have the Director of the
Library of the League of Nations as permanent Secretary to the
Committee. It wpuld obviously be a very strategic move to involve
this man, whose work placed him in such a geographically and
organizationally central position., However, as Mr. Sevensma could
only accept under certain conditione, a decision on this matter was
deferred until the next Congress. |

A letter had been received from the Italian delegate, containing
an invitation to hold the next International Congress in Rome. This
invitation was accepted, and it was decided to hold the Congress in
Rome in the middle of June 1929,

As item 8 of the agenda, Mr. Godet presented some very interesting
proposals concerning the principles of the programme of future meetings:

"I. The program of the Library Congress will be restricted
chiefly to gquestions of thelfollowing character:

a) international, that is to say, those concerning the
international relations of libraries and of international
bibliography.

b) general - that is-to say, questiong which are of interest to
the librarians of the whole world. _

The program will deal Qith no matters of a special character

other than those serving as an introduction to visits to

collections in the city where the meetings of the Congress take
place, or as general orientation to the libraries of that
country,.

II. The sole discussions to be permitted at the Congress, are

as follows:

a) Propositions and requests presented by the International
Committee or by one of the national Comuittees,

b) Individual propositions and requests made by one of the

Associations or Institutes mentioned below.

T
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III., All propositions and requests shall be communicated by the
Executive Committee to the delegates of the National Associations
in sufficient time to permit the latter to examine them before
the Congress and, if possible, submit them to tbe national
organizations which they represent.
IV. The program of the forthcoming Congress shall include,
amongst other things, a report and propositions of the Executive
Committee touching the two following questions:
a) Relations with the I.C.I.C. (Geneva) and the I.I.I.C., (Paris).
b) Relations with the Institut International de Bibliographie
(Brussels) and the bibliographical Conferences organized by
this Institut.”j)
At the suggestion of Mr. Bishop the propositicna, approved as
a whole by the Committee, were handed over for further examination
to the Committee on by-laws to be appointed, The proposals stated scome
interesting points of organization. The restriction of matters to be
discussed was an important point; the problem raised in III would be
one of the major problems of the organization in the years to come;
and the relationship to other organizations and institutes would also
be a matter of .much ccncern. Mr. Godet rightly saw that having a
permanent secretary connected with the League of Nations was not
sufficient. The new Committee would have to find its place in relation
to the existing (and future)} bodies in the same or connected fields.
At the suggestion of Mr, Milam, six sub~committees were formed,
each with a president and one or more members:
a) Committee on classification aschemes for intermational use.
b) Committee on international catalocgue rules.
¢) Committee on current bibliographies and on an international code
for bihliographers.
d) Committee on international scholarships, fellewships and exchange
of librarians and aesistants;
e) Committee on educaticm for librarianship.
f) Committee on by-laws for eventual regulations supplementary te
the resolutions adopted at Edinburgh.

1) Actes, Vol. I, pp 38.
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As we can see these six committees dealt with a selection of the issues
suggested by Mr. Henriot in America. The first three committees were
meant to deal with questions of stmndardization 1in fact. This problem
of international standards in library matters would rightly be a ma jor
issue for IFLA in the following years. International exchange also
wag of continental interest, and library education would become more
and more important. Alltogether these first sub-committees seem a fair
representation of the problems that occupied librarians, and therefore
IFLA, in the years before the second War, even though the choice of
issues at the time seems to have been mainly decided by Mr. Milam's
suggestion, and probably reflected his personal interests,

There does not seem to have been any discussion on what these
committees were supposed to do, and how they were supposed to go
about it. A thorough discussion of the place, function, and working-
method of sub-committees at this stage might have aveided many
problems, However, the Committee obviously had not develcoped that
far yet. '

As to reactions to this first plenary session, the Dutch delegate

J.S., Theissen reported in Bibliotheeklevenq), voicing some of his

doubts and hopes. He stressed the work done by the tempormry president
Mr. Collijn (now elected president), and the importance of the meeting
in preparing the way for the Congress, He thought that some of the
measures desired, such as uniformity in classification, camtmloguing,
the arrangement of bibliographies and abbreviations might certainly
have a practical usefulness for librarianship. No doubt something
could be achieved, although he obviously doubted whether the result
would be impressive, He particularly doubted the ability of older
libraries to make any changes in order to achieve such standardization,
He only believed in new libraries being built up along the same lines.
This lack of faith in the adaptability or willingness to change
among the settled librarians I find rather worrying. One wonders
whether this attitude was widespread.

However Mr., Theissen did believe in the usefulneas of international
library meetings in enabling librarians from all over the world to get

1) Bibliotheekleven, Jaarg. 13, 1928 pp. 133,

J.S. Theissen, Vergadering van het International Library and Bibliogra-~

phical Committee.
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to know each other personally. He thought that if the leaders of the

main libraries of the Western world knew each other as friends, this

would considerably help the traffic of lbooks and information between

these centres of learning. People always make more of an effort for
friends than for unknown foreigners. I% is typical of the times that
he could still believe in such friendships actually having some
effect on international relationships in the field of librarianship;
1t reminds us how restricted this field still was. Although the
building up of such personal contacts has certainly been an important
element of all IFLA meetings, I am gla? to be able to say that it

has achieved some more palpable results over the years, as well.

B. Second Plenary Session, First Meeting, Rome, t4% June, 1929, {

The Chairman I. Collijn, invited tﬂe delegatés to this mecond
plenary session because, according to the Edinburgh Resolution, the
Committee should meet at the time of eéch International Congress,
This meeting was attended by the deleg%tes from Germany, United
States, England, Austria, Belgium, Can&da, Denmark, Finland, France,
Holland, Italy, Japan, lLettland, Norwa%, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland,
and Czechoslovakia and by a delegate_fﬁom the League of Nations.

The most important items on the agendaiwere the Statutes, and the
change of name, the propesition of Mr, Godet, and the finance.

First the Chairman read his report, Six more countries had joined
the organization: Denmark, Poland, Esthonia, Japan, Lettland, and

Mexico. Also a letter had just been received, stating that the

Library Association of Hungary had very recently been formed and
was willing to join. Mr. Collijn recounted the proceedings of the
first plenary session for the benefit of the new-comers, and explained
some of the details of the World Congress.
Next he proposed to discuss a changebof name for the Committee,
He thought that the Union was by now too comprehensive to he
characterized by the word '"Committee'., Already 21 associations
belonged to it, and more were expected to join. The word 'Bibliographical

had been added originally at the proposal of Mr, Guppy, but this was
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not considered a necessary part of the name, as the inclusion of
bibliographical tasks in the work of the committee weas thought to

be self-evident, The Chairman therefore proposed the name '"The
Internaticnal or the World's Union of Library Associations",

After some discussion it was decided to change the name to:

“Fédération Internationale des Associations des Bibliothécaires' (FIAB),

or International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), or in

German '"Internationaler Verband dar Bibliotheksvereine', in Italian:
"Federazione Internationale delle Assoc%azioni dei Bibliotecari?,

The Executive Committee would be ca}led "The International
Library Committee'", All this was approvéd by the delegates at the
first meeting of the Pleanary session p}eceding the Congress, and
would be laid before the coming International Congress.

According to the Edinburgh Resolutién par., 6: "The Secretary
may be, but need not be, a member of th; Committee designated by some
national association, The present committee gratefully used this
possibility, which allowed them to chooée Mr. Sevensma, present at
the meeting as delegate of the League of Nations, ag their Secretary.
This was obviously a wise moves: The Pre%ident remarked that the
choice of Mr. Sevensma would attach the new Federation to the League
of Nations, of which the I1.C.I.C. had created a (special) sub-
committee for bibliographical matters, and that by the fact of the
choice itself, a close collaboration was ensured between on the one
hand the Sub-committee for Bibliography‘and the I.I1,I,.,C, and on the

other hand the new Federation.”1 + Mr. $evensma wos happy to accept
’ )

[ d

the post offered. '

Although no official policy had beeg adopted, the relationship
with the League of Nations and the Institute in Paris, which had
earlier been thought so important, had ihus been established
informally through the person of Mr. Se;ensma. By this move a very
important task and a heavy responsibility had been put on his
shoulders. It is doubtful whetﬁer it reélly was a wise move to entrust
both one of the most important function% in the Federation, and the

go-between function between the Federation and the League of Nations

1) translated from the French by the author, Actes, Vol, I, p. 37.




-19~

and the I,I.I1.C. to one perscon only. However Mr. Sevensma would
prove to be very capable to deal with all this.

The . propositions made by Mr. Godet during the session of 1928,
had since been examined, The Section ¢oncerned now came- with the
following proposition:

"We favour the approval of the propositions of Mr. Godet in
their present form, provided they are interpreted liberally.
As to the first proposition we are of opinion that this
proposition may be interpreted so as to permit a discussion
in general of the most important developments in litrary
service in the several countries and not only of proposals
for international cooperation. Too long papers describing in
detail the work of individual libraries are not desirable,
unless they have relation to libraries in other countries.
Regarding the proposition 4, Mr. Milam proposes, that the
Congress should include a discussion of our relaticns not.
only with the I.C.I.C., the Paris Institute, the Brussels
Institute, but also with the World Association for Adult
Education, the World Federation of Education Associations and
with associations, institutes and bureaux, which are concerned
with the international exchange of students and professors."j).
To his original proposals Mr. Godet added the observation that in
crder to arrive at really useful results it would be necessary to
limit the discussion to questions of which the solution demanded
international collaboration., One single issue could really be studied
in detail. He therefore proposed: i
""For each congress one special question shall be chosen".
This was accepted by the delegates. This decision ended the discuassion
on the first three points of the original proposal, so that no
further decisions were taken on the other points raised in these
propoesitions: the kind of chairman's mistake we may find in the
minutes of meetings anywhere!
Proposition 4 would be studied closer by the Committee, considering

the relations with all international organizations in the field,

1) Actes, Vol. I, pe. 39.
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It was decided that resolutions adopted by the Intermational
Congresses organized by IFLA would only become effective or carry
force when they had been approved by the International Library
Committee., Of course in every country the national library
assocliation would have to decide whether the recommendations would be
acted on in that country or whether a decision would be ratified.
IFLA after all never had, and never would have any real power in
itself, and the Congresses even less.

It had by now become clear that nothing substantial could be
done without some money. A mlnlmum annual contrlbutlon wasg proposed.
It was decided to raise the matter durlng the Congress.

The Chalrman 1nv1ted the delegates for a meetlng in Stockholm in
August 1930, The Statutes said that. "Plenary ee581ons of the

Committee must be held in connectlon wlth each 1nternat10nal

DRI i 4

library Conference. Other se851ons may be held at the call of the

Chairman and must be‘neld when requesteT by one third of the

,]) AN

[ S IR U E PR

Committee'.

Although no de0151on was taken at thls etage to meet annually, such

BT |

a pattern was clearly arlelng. ThlS pattern would persist, although
I do not think that any official dec1516n to this effect was ever
to the active President,

d the development of the

taken. For the moment it was only thank
His activity has substantlally 1nfluence
Federation in the early years.

|
9
|
i
|

Second Plenary Session, Second Meetlng, Florence, 25th June 1529,

This time the delegates met to dlscdss the Statutes for IFLA
drafted by Mr. Milam, After some dlscus%lon they were adopted.
They would be presented to the General Nssembly of the Congress in
Venice. Other matters discussed Wefe the usefulness of continuing
the representation of each\nember-aesocfation, the budget of the
Secretariat, and the way to calculate the contribution of each

country. (for Statutes, see Annex I.)

——— i e

1) Statutes, see Annex I,
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C. First World Congress, Rome, Venice, Florence, 1929.

Although called a world congress, this first international meeting
during the existence of the International Library Committee was, as

had been reported in the Library Association Record1),’not so much

an international conference, as & national conference with an
international character. The plenary meeting of the Committee in 1928
had given the push to the organization of this congress by choosing
the place and time and appointing Mr. Fage as chairman of the Local
Committee, The actual organization was left almost completely to
this Committee and the Govermment of Italy. _

It is difficult to find much exact information on this Conference,
The complete proceedings were published in Italiana), but they were
never fully translated in any more commonly used language, as far as
I know. We therefore depend for our information on the resolutions
ag discussed in further sessions of the International Library
Committee (1930 and following) and on the reports of some of the:
national representatives. l

The representative for England gave an account of the Congress

in the Library Association Record of 1929, p. 180-182, Apart from

the fact that there were 18 sections and 140 papers, this report
does not provide us with much factual information on the actual
Congress. It does mention the change in the Statutes of the
International Committee, which we will discuss later,

The Dutch delegate, J.S. Theissen gave an extensive account of

3)

the World Congress in Bibliotheekleven,

Mr. Theissen's report also begins with the change in Statutes,
recording them fully. Next followed a detailed account of the opening
session, the sections etc. The subjects to be discussed were divided
as followas:

A. Technical matters:

1. section for international classification systems.

2. section for international cataloguing rules.

3., section for national bibliographies.

4, section for international bibliography and an international
1) see p. 11,

2) Primo Congresso Mondiale delle Biblioteche e di Bibliografia Roma~-

Venezia 15~30 Giugno, 1929. 6 vol. Roma, lLa Libreria dello Stato,

1931-33

3) Het Wereldcongres der Bibliotheken in Italie, van 15-30 juni 1929.
RiR1 3 ntheoklisven Jaare. - 14.7 1920, n. 222-237.
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bibliographical code, ' E

section for the Italian book,|bib1iography and librarieas.,

section for bookproduction ané bibliofily.

section for library statisticd.
. |

’ |

+ section for planning and building of libraries.

section for legal or voluntary deposit.

+ for international congresses and exchange of librarians

C WO o~ v,
-

and library students.

B. Professional matters.

T.section for by-laws and additi?nal rerulationa to the
Edinburgh resolutions, |

|
2. matters concerning the profession and the associations.

Ce International relations,

1. international relations betwe?n libraries.
2. section for relations between[national information centres
and bibliographical institutes.
3. section for the statistics of‘book production,
Altogether 179 papers were presented, Fir four days the various
sections met. Of course there was always more than one section-meeting

going on, and for each meeting there wefe too many papers to be read, )

all taking far too 1ong. S0 the delegatés always had to choose, and
to miss some meetings, Usually the speakers would have to finish
speaking before they had finished thelr‘talk ¥r. Theissen rightly I
concluded that the papers would only come inte their right and achieve
some effect after publication, Whether Anybody ever sat down to read
them all is another matter,

We wonder how the final conolu51ons|were really reached. Somehow

15 resolutions were formulated and agreed on during the plenary

session on June 29th in Venice,

Resolutions adovnted by the 1st World Congress of Libraries and

Bibliography in the plenary session of 29th June in Venice.
1 That a new edition of the Bibliotheca Bibliographica should be
' published,
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That IFLA should get into touch with the I.C.I.C. and the
I.I.I.C. as soon as possible in order to establish an
international code for bibliographical abbreviations.

That the International Committee -should make a list of all the
organizations and institutes whi&h deal with international
biblicgraphy, and a list of what|they do, and keep up to date,
That the governments ghould effgctively support the
recommendations of the League of Nations of 1928 concerning

thé conservation of books and maguscripts. ' E
That the I.C.I.C, should study the possibilities of publishing
every year a list of all libraries possessing apparatus for

microphotography and projectione.

That the Bureau of IFLA should study means of organizing

exchanges and individual periods |of practical work for 1ibrarians,i

J
library-students and library teachers; that, in order to
realize these exchanges, the Buréau should contact the relevant i
authoroties and should approach ﬁhe various national
organizations and the I.C.I.C, add the I.1,I.Cs to try and
obtain funds or gifts; that the %ureau should prepare periodic
reports on the exchange and traiieeships concerned,
That professional library schools should be established where
they do not exist yet; that training in such establishments
should become a prerequisite foriall candidates for library
jobs, or that at least, if there is no school, a traineeship
should be obligatory and sanctioqed with a certificate; that
the diplomas of the library schools should be officially
recognized; that the experiment %f the American Library
Association to create an internatfonal library school for pupils
from twenty-five countries, should be continued and 1f possible,
extended,.

|
That the Secretary of IFLA should make a list of the member-
associations with the name, the n?me of the president and the
secretary, the addressrand a 1isﬂ of their publications.

' |

That, considering the great importance of establishing a
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11,

12.

13.

14,

150

In the

It was

2l

complete collection of the publicafions of each country, for

the present and for the future, it is necessary that in each
country at least one library collects all books published there,
whether acquired by legal deposit or any other method or
agreement.

That international loan between libraries should be effected
without intermediary and on a bagis of reciprocity, whereby the
conditions attached should be standardized as much as possible,
That the I.C.I1.C, should study the possible basis for an
agreement acceptable to all countries, also those which do not
adhere to the conventions of Brussels, in order to create

in each country an office charged with organizing and cocordi=-
nating the international exchange of literary and scientific
publications.

That there should be a general arrangement for the exchange of
theses, ﬁhereby the universities should state a specialisation,
so as to 1limit the number of theses to be sent to each
univérsity.

That all publications, bought or received by libraries should be
free of custom duties,

That national bureaux should be created for biblicgraphical
information and orientation, in correlation with the
recommendations formulated in 1928 by the I.C.I.C. and in 1929
by the Committee of Library Experts in Paris.

That the national organizations concerned should standardize

the rules for statistics of printed matter and the Bureau of
IFLA should charge a special committee with the task of preparing
this normalisation,

closing session, on 30th June, one more resolution was added,

agreed to remind the Governments of the important cultural

role of libraries and to stress the desirability of libraries being

supported financially, just as wmuch as education, not only as part

of education.

1)

Mr, Theissen stressed in his report bofh the good and the bad

1) translation from the French, from Blbliotheekleven Jaarg. 14, p.

228~

230 by author,
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sides of the Congress. On the negative side he regretted the bad
organization and the excessive number of things to discuss, to do and
to see. The leadership lacked coordination. The president of IFLA
could only exercise an indirect influence on the runnimng of the
Congress; the direct management came from the Italian Government,
which obviously could not quite cope. As a result nobody knew

exactly what was suppose&to happen next or where he of she was
expected to be,

The encormous number of issues to discuss led to unpleasant haste,
There also was an enormous number of exhibitions to see, quite apart
from the usual attractions of Rome and the other Italian cities.

However, the Dutch delegate also saw the good sides of the Congress,
He realized that the Conference was the result of a great deal of
work, study and experience, now put together in the 180 papers, for
the benefit of hundreds of librarians. Although nobody had really
had a chance to profit from this knowledge at the time, the result,
laid down in the eventual Proceedings, would be very lnstructive,
he hoped. The Resolutions formed a working programme for a long time
to come., The execution of all these useful intentions would
certainly be very beneficial for international cooperation and for
libraries at a national level., However, Mr, Theigsen clearly said
"if they are executed". And this reservation is understandable,.
considering the management of the Congress and the great number of
diverse resolutions.,

Mr. Theissen Came home with one clear coﬁviction: that the perscnal
contacts between librarians from all over the world made during the
'framework! of the Congress would contrﬂbute notably to the
international cooperation and the ease of traffic between the
libraries in the various countries. Thi% he cbviously saw as the
main result, or at least as the only defiinitive result of the World
Congress in Italy. This was also the elément which was stressed
mainly by another delegate in a less of%icial account of the Congress.

too many sections, too many things to do and see. He alsc remarked

He also regretted the too great number of issues to be discussed,

1) Stemmen des Tijds Jaarg. 18, 1929, p. 497-506.
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that the countries' delegates tended to stick together rather too
much, thereby limiting their contacts with colleagues from other
countries. Perhaps this can be excused if we accept that good
national contacts are necessary before internaticnal contacts can
really work - but they did not need to go to Italy for that.

Although Mr. lLeendertz saw the contacts as an important element,
he thought that the relationships remained rather superficial. He
did not think that many librarians had really been helped by being
able to talk about the problems in their libraries at a deeper and
more useful level, as this did not seem to happen, He saw this as
one of the main reasons for the obvious disappointment of many
attendents. He gave an interesting explanation for this phenomenon.
According to him the discussing of purely technical matters would
never bring librarians together as people, cnly as librarians. So
that a real contact would never be possible, unless also the
philosophy of librarianship would be discussed. This is an interesting
thought; this lack of real human contact could be the cause of many
problems in international orgénizations, may be.

The actual importance of the Congress for international
librarianship would be in the realization of the Resolutions. Of course,
these were in no way binding. It would be up to the nationpal
asgsociations to try and get the rgsolutions accepted and executed in
their own country, as far as some of the 15 points were concerned.
For other points it would be up to the Bureau of IFLA or the I.C.I.C.
and the I.I.I.C. to do something or not, The future would have to

tell how committed the organizations concerned were,

Second Plenary Session, Third Meeting, Veniece, 29th June 1929,

Three sub-committes were formed at this meeting. Mr. Bishop
proposed the creation of a sub-committee to study the question of
the exchange of librarians, This was adopted, and Mr., Bishop himself
wag chosen as the president of the committee,.

The president stated that the International Library Committee
intended to form & number of sub-committees correspomnding to some

of the sections of the Congress. The formation of a sub-committee
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for the statistics of publications was proposed accordingly. This

was accepted. Also a sub-committee for the training of librarians
wag created. So altogether, the new Federation now had 9 sub-
committees, one would have thought. H0w?ver, there was -no further
!

mention of the six committes iormed in Rome. These seem to have died
a quiet death., Somehow there must have been a feeling that the
Statutes and the change of name meant a|fresh start, and that
anything the International Library and Bibliographical Committee
had done, did no longer count,

Some important things had been said|and done at this second
session of the Internatiomnal Library and Bibliographical Committee,
being the first plenary session of IFLA} The change in name reflected
not only the initial success of the organization, but also showéd

more clearly what kind of body this new|federation really was. The

organization had obviously already found more response than had been
expected at the time of its.creation, néceSsitating a change in
name. This new name was also more approﬁriate, for what had been
founded now was not the active bureau i# Paris, initiating and
executing many useful and important tasks in the field of international
congresses (as was the ideal of Mr. Hen#iot). The new body was a
rather loosely organized federation of éssociations, with a President
in Stockholm and a Secretary in Geneva, and a little money, but
no permanent office, and no guafantees for any kind of permanence,

Ve saw that a great part of Mr. Godet's proposals were discussed,
without this leading to any relevant decisions., Hopefully his
useful proposals for the procedure of congresses would be kept in
mind all the same.,Obviously they came too . late for the Ttalian
congress. This first congress could certainly have profited from
a better selection of issues and papers. His idea to take one single
main issue for each congress was very senéible and has certainly
influenced the organization of the later congresses.

That money would become necessary for the well functioning of the
new organization, could have been expected - as Mr, Henriot did,
A subscription.was the obvious solution,

The three sub-committees formed constitute perhaps an odd selection
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of library issues. They were the result of the Italian conference,
yet this congress might concievably have resulted in various other
sub=-committees. The choaice probabaly reflected the particular
interest of the people who suggested their creation, and who were

. all three entrusted with the presidency of the respective committee.
In fact this was a very good reason for forming these particular
committees rather than any other sub=committees, since the interest
and enthusiasm of the chairman was to be a vital element in the
activities of the committeeas.

A1l together it was an important sessiom. IFLA had been created
with its present name and in its present form. Some organizational
problems had been solved, The.international congress had presented
the new federation with.a working programme for the years to come ;

and the first sub-committees had been formed. So work could begin.

D. Follow-up of the Congress. 1930 - 1934, _
In the first years after the Italian World Congress, IFLA

slowly grew and developed a way of being and working, largely
decided by, on the one hand a small group of active supporters,

and on the other hand the material that had been given by the

Congress. Qut of this combination of people and matter an organizationm

grew which would prove to be quite viable.

The first .plenary session aftsr the Conference was held in
Stockholm, in August 1930. The meeting follawed the following
agenda: —opening by the President

-report-sf the Secretary

-=discussion of a section of the Statutes

—discussion of the resolutions of the Congress and the
follow=up

~reports and discussion of the Sub-committees

~reports from other orgamizaetions

~discussion on the next session and the next Congress

-national reparts '

Broadly speaking this would be the agenda of all plenary sessions
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for the years to come. The discussion on the resolutions and the
follow=up would slowly disappear from the agenda, as decisions or -
the execution of the resoluticons, or the creation of a sub-committee
would end the discussion of a particular issue. The ligt of sub=-
committees grew slowly accordingly, either as the result of a
Congress-issue, or resulting from the suzgestion of a member. Until
a new Congress was prepared and the ¢ycle ¢ould start afresh.

In view of this movement from one Congreass to the next, which was
realized as originally planned up to the Second World War, I think
it would be best to consider the years between the first and the
second Conference as a whole. I propose to take each item and
follow its course of development through the years, hoping that

this will give a clear picture of the gfowth of the organization,

a, The Bureau.
For the first two years after the Congress, the Executive
Committee remainegd the same. However th% Statutes said that the

officers of the Committee should be eleéted "for a term to expire

e e T Il e e

not later than twelve months after the close of each Congress'.
So at the end on the 1931 Plenary sessi&n a new Bureau was elected.

Mr. Bishop became the new President. Mr, Godet and Mr. Esdaile

O

were elected vice-presidents. It was prqposed to add three honorary
vice=presidents, because of the ever widening field of work, and i

because this would allow more countries |to be represented in the

Bureau. Such representation was felt toibe a need in order to

ot 8l

. | . ,
maintain a close contact with the membern associations, There were

no legal obstacles to this suggestion iﬁ the Statutes. It was
accepted unanimously and Mr. Kruss, Hr.ELeicht and Mr., Lemaftre
were elected honorary vice-presidents. ﬁr. Sevensma remained
GeneralJSecretary. Thege officers remained in function till after
the second Congress, although Mr. Bishop could not always fulfill
his obligations as president because.ofihis own workload and the
problems of travelling to Europe. So Mr. Godet replaced him ag a
chairman of the plenary sessions both in Avignon {1933) and in
Madrid (1934). | |
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b. Presidential speech.

Mr. Collijn's opening words in 1930 only fulfilled the function
of starting the meeting. In 1931 he elaborated slightly more. He
commented on the contemporary pblitical and economic scene, which
could but influence the life of librariansg: "Unfortunately, clouds
have gathered at the political and economic horizon of the world
since our last meeting, and due to this our present session is not
so well attended as our previous meetings in Rome and Stockholm“wj)
Yet most of his speech was taken up by the mentioning of a few
achievements of the past year. Mr. Bishop's speech in 1932 also
dwelt on these two aspects: the achievements and major occurences
in the world of librarianship, and the by then even more‘obvious
financial crisis in the world at large. In his faith and hope for
the future of IFLA he spoke some almost profetic words:

"All international projects must of necessity move rather

slowly. Patience is a virtue which we must all not only

"cultivate but make part of our very lives, if we are to

achieve international understanding and co-operation in the
field of librarianship".?’
These words would be remembered and subscribed many times in the
years to cope. On the difficulties of libraries in the financial
crisis, and the role of IFLA in a time when it could by force do
so little, he said:

"I take it that you will agree with me that our chief

duty in these days is to hold our organization intact,

ready for prompt service and development when a happier

day shall dawn. The promotion of good feeling and mutual
understanding was never more important....”B)
Mr. Bishop repeated this faith in IFLA's task at the Chicago
meeting of 1933:

"Our task as a Committee in this world-crisis is c¢lear,

We must keep our organization alive and vigorous, ready to

go forward at the first opportunity”.h)
His speech was repeated by Mr. Godet at the Avignon mesting of the
1) Actes, Vol. III, p. 6.
2) Actes, Vol. IV, p. 7.
3) Actes, Vol, IV, p. 9.
4) Actes, Vol. V, p. 19.
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game year, for the benefit of those representatives who had been
unable to come to Chicago. He concluded|by stating his belief that
in establishing personal relations between many librarians from
all over the world, in treating matters|of general interest, in
coordinating efforts and in being the authorized interpreters of

wishes and demands, the Committee had already rendered great

services, and should continue on this way.

Mr. Godet chaired thé meeting again;in 1934, as Mr. Bishop had
been unable to cross.the ocean in time #or the plenary session, The
opening speech mainly concentrated on the achievements of the past
year, particularly on various important!books published in the
field of librarianship. He thereby no d$ubt fulfilled an important
function, passing on professional infor%ation to the various
national delegates. Hopefully this know}edge wag passed on again
to the member-associations and used whe#e necessary.

Altogether the opening speeches of %his first period of IFLA
did little more than plkeasantly startiné the plenary session by
commentiné'on some of the achievements in the world of librarianship

later that more fundamental

and the world at large. It was not till
problems were put forward for consideration in the presidential

\

apeeches,

c. Secretary's report.

Mr, Sevensma was the General Secret?ry all through these and
many following years. His report followed a set pattern, starting
with the state of the membership and finishing with a survey of
the financial situation of the Federation. In 1930 twenty-four
assoclations belonged to IFLA, representing twenty countries, By
1932 there were twenty-seven members from 22 different countries;
by 1933, twenty-eight, and in 19%4 the Federation counted no less
than thirty-two members from twenty-four countries. The plenary
sessions were usually attended by ca. 25 delegates from member
associations and by one or more representatives of the League of

Nationg &nd the I1.1.I.C,
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Next the report would mention the publication of the 'Actes!
of the last session. Volumes I and II were published in Uppsala
in 1930-31, Vol. III was published in Geneva inl19}1 and Vol., IV
was published in The Hague in 1932, From then on it waéd decided
to ask Nijhoff Publishers in The Hague to do the printing and
selling, In 193! Mr. Godet was glad to be able to report that the
Actes were selling better under the direction of Nijhoff. The
selling actually began to help the financial situation of the
Federation. This was a very welcome development both for financial
reasons and for reasons of publicity. The 'Actes' were very
important to the Federation as they were the only regular form
of communication and publicity for many years, up to the.
nineteen-fifties., We may doubt whether they were very effective
as such, but their selling was nontheless a reason for rejoicing.

The secretary's report always mentioned the various items
distributed by the Bureau (i.e. by Mr. Sevensma) to the member
associatiéns during the year. Such items were usually somehow the
result of the last session. For example in 1929-30 the Bureau
had distributed the draft of the Statutes of IFLA and, after
approval, the Statutes in printed forw. Also the projects for a
system for an Internatiocnal code for Bibliographical abbreviations
had been sent, as the result of one of the resolutions of Rome.
A "Guide to the National ihfcrm&tion services, loan systems and
internatiénal Exchange" had been elaborated by the I.I.I.C. and
published in collaboration with IFLA. This had also been distributed
" to the member associations. Also a-questionnaire asking for factual
information, for a membershiplist, This list of all the items
distributed in the year after the first Congress, shows us quite
clearly the vital importance of the Secretary and his inspiring
enthusiaem in these early years.

In 1930-31 the resclutions of the League of Nations Committee
of Expert Librarians on the preservation of manuscripts and
printed matter were forwarded to the members, drawing their special

attention to these resolutions. The memberse were also consulted on
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the general utility of the list of notaple books published by the
I.I1,I1.C. and the answers were passed on; to the Institute,

In 1931-32 the members again received quite a number of items
from the IFLA Bureau: a report composed| by the special-“commit tee
of the Library Association on the durability of paper; reports
by Mr. Godet and Mr. Feldkawmp on legal deposit; a copy of the
International Code for the abbreviation|of periodical titles; a
provisional edition of the list of member-associations of IFLA;

|
Mr. Bishop's 'International Loans betwegn libraries - a report on

American and Canadian experience', withia request to make similar
reports on the experience with international loans in other countries;
and the outline of a form for internatibnal library statistics,
prepared by Mr. Leyh. 1

In 1932-33 a request was sent to all members to compose
statistics on international loans and send these to the Secretariat.
The answers would serve as a basis for discussion at the coming
Congress.'At the request of the I.I.I.C. members had been asked
to give information %n the rules for alphabetical library indexes
for namesrin the various countries, A copy of the results was
sent to the E.I.I.C.

From this list of items distributed it is again clear how
important the Secretariat was. Without the secretary very little
would have happened at all, I think.

Mr. Sevensma's report would also mention the various functions
attended by members of the Bureau and the contacts with other

organizations, There usually had been some communication with the
Committee of Library Experts in Paris and with the Committee on
Science and Bibliography of the I.C.I.C. In 1933 Mr. Sevensma was
happy to report that the I.I.I.C. had stated its readiness to
cooperate with IFLA by collaborating through the League of Nations
to influence governments to execute IFLA's resclutions. This could
be very helpful, since the Federation had no real power at all to
support its recommendations.

The secretary's report closed with the financial survey. In 1933
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the IFLA budget showed a deficit for the first time, but this could
be met from the savings. The next year the better selling of the
Actes helped the situation, so that the finance was no great cause
for worry in those .early years. ’

Before passing on to the next item on the Agenda of the
plenary sessions, we should mention the discussion on section 3 of
the Statutes, at the 1930 meeting. The guestion was whether
associations of bibliophiles would be able to join the Federation.
They usually had a lot of money! But if they were allowed to join,
then why not allow associations of adult education and similar
organizations? The final answer was no. Associations 'with allied
interests' would only be allowed 'by vote of the Committee!, This

would remain so until the change in Statutes in 1952,

d, Discussion of the Resolutions of the Congress.

1. That a new edition of the Bibliotheca Bibliographica should be
published.j)

In 1930 Mr. Sevensma reported that, for the time being, it had

been decided to publish a new edition of the Index Bibliographicus

instead, under the ausplices of the I.I.I.C. This was indeed
published in 1931, edited by Mr. Godet with the help of J. Vortius.2’
At the 1931 meeting mr. Cowley presented a preliminary outline of

an International Manual of Subject Bibliographies, by W. Grundtvig.

Dr, J. Vortius would be co-editor. It was to be 2 universal manual
of retrospective subject bibliographies and would be a kind of

substitute for the Bibliotheca Bibliographicazs Mr. Cowley asked for

recommendations and support. The Committee recognized the usefulneass
of this project and decided to inform Mr. Grundtvig that the members
agreed to support his undertaking. This publication was not finished
within the period which we are dealing with at the moment.

2. International code for bibliographical abbreviations.

A committee under the auspices of the I,I.,I.C. had composed a
system of abbreviations. This was published in 1931, and was
distributed to the member associations, A Supplémeht was published
1) For the full texta of the resolutions, see p, 22-2%4,

2) Index Bibliographicus catalogue international des bibliographies

courantes. 2e¢ ed, par Marcel Godet + Joris Vortius. Berlin-Leipzig

1931,
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in 1932, covering the Slavonic languages.

2, A list of all the organizations and institutes which deal with

international bibliography.

At the 1930 session it was decided to send out a cixrcular asking
the associations for the details needed. This obviously did not
have the effect desired, for in 1931 it was decided that Mr. Vincent
should approach the International Institute of Bibliography in
Brussels for any information they might be able to give. IFLA would
then publish a list, with the help of Mr. Vincent. In 1932 it was
reported that the IFLA Bureau was still collecting information.
This is the last we hear of the planned list. It seems likely that
the project was never finished. However, in 1933 the I.I.I.C.

published the second edition of their "Guide to MNational Information

Services, Loans Systems and International Exchanges". This

publication probably reasonally covered the field of the unfinished

project.

L, Recommendations concerning the conservation of books and

manuscripts. !

At the 1930 plenary session it was decided to ask the Secretary
to send a circular letter to library associations drawing their
attention to the recommendations made by the League of Nations in
1928. This was indeed done by the Secretary, as was mentioned in
his 1931 report. The letter contained a copy of the resclutions.

A report to be published by the United States Bureau of Standards

on some experiments on the comparative durability of paper, and a
paper to be issued by a Committee of the British Library Asscciation,
would also be sent to the member assocciations. The second report at
least was distributed, as was mentioned in the Sec¢retary's report

of 1932,

" These reports were not mentioned again. However, a closely
connected problem was raised in 1933 by.Mr. Emler, who drew the
attention to the problem of security of libraries in times of war,
A resolution was accepted by the Committee to the effect that

litrarians and others should raise their voiée to ensure that

———
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archives, libraries and museums would be protected against all
eventualities. The I.I.I.C., would seem the most suitable body to
study the measures to be taken and to press governments to execute
such measures. Presumably the I.I.I,C. was informed of -this
rescolution, However I do not know whether they ever acted along
these lines.

Later on the subject of preservation would be raised again and
would form the object of a sub-committee,

5. List of libraries possessing apparature for miecrophotography

and projection.

This problem was being discussed by the Sub-Committee of Science
and Bibliography of the I.C.I.C., The information could partially

be found in the "Guide to National Information Services, Loan Systems

and International Exchanges'". IFLA obviously reckoned that they

could not improve on this. The resolution really asked that the
I.C.I.C. should provide such a list. However it is quite possible
that the people present at the Rome Congress had not been aware of
the plans for the "Gdide".

6. Means of organizing exchanges, traineeships etc.; funds; periodic

reEorts.

We may remember that six sub-committees were formed at the first

plenary session in Rome in 1928. One of these was the sub-committee
on international scholarships, fellowships and exchange of librarians
and assistants. We also saw that three sub-committees were installed
in Rome in 1929, disregarding the earlier committees. Mr., Bishop
himself suggested the creation of a sub-committee to study the
gquestion of the exchange of librarians, and consequently he was
chosen as the President of this re-established committee, It was
this committee which was entrusted with the execution of the sixth
Rome resolution. For the 1930 session the president had made a
report on a number of Qxchanges. There is no mention of any
particular effort being made to meet the wishes expressed at the
Congress 1o relation to sfudying the means of organizing exchanges,

contacting authorjties and obtaining funds. The action was limited
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to reporting on and thereby making known to others, any existing
exchange-relationships. However, the Secretary did state his
willingness to act as intermediary if any associations wished to
try and establish an exchange. p

I will discuss the further development of this sub-committee
together with the other sub-committees.

7+ Library schools; obligatory traineeships; recognized diploma's;

American international library school in Paris,

At the 1930 plenary session, Mr. Sevensma suggested that it would
be useful to start by asking the various countries for information
on the present situation as to library training. This seemed a
useful suggestion.

Professional training was agein one of the problems fhat had
been recognized early.in the life of IFLA. A Committee on the
education for librarianship under the chairmanship of Mr. Hehriot,
was another of the six committees formed in- 1328. In 1929 a
\sub-commiftee for the training of librarians was created again,
again with Mr. Henriot as chairman, Mr. Bergmans, Esdaile and Milam
became members. -

So it won't surprise us that it was Mr. Henriot who came with
a suggestion in relation to the professional training, at the 1330
plenary session. His proposal and the further developments will be
discussed in our survey of the sub-committees.

8. List of the member-associations.

The Secretary reported in his 1930 report that a questionnaire
had already been sent to all the member-associations to ask for
details in order to enable the Bureau to compose a List of Members.
This list of members of IFLA, with details on each associlation was
indeed published in 1930-~31. A provisional updated edition wase
circulated in 1931-32. At the 1934 session the Secretary reported
that so many requests for the List of members had reached him that
s new, updated edition would soon be needed. As could bé expected
this process of updating and re-editing the Members' List would

go on and on all through the years of the development and growth
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of the Federation, and has never really stopped.

9. One library collecting all national publications.

Before anything could be done in this field, it was necessary
to investigate the situation of legal déposit in each oountry, at
that moment. First of all it was decidea to distribute the texts
of the communications on the subject delivered by Mr. Godet and
Mr. Feldkamp at the Rome Congress, These texts were in fact not
distributed till 1931-32, as was reported by the Secretary. However
this is the last we hear of this wmatter in the yeara up to the
next Congress. g .

10. International Loan.

This was recognized as an important matter. It:-wae decided already
in 1930, thaf this would make a good subject for the next Congress:
international loan in all its aspects. At the third meeting of the
1930 plena}y session Mr. Godet presented a communication on
international loan and postal charges. A resolution was adopted to
the effect that the directors of libraries should do everything
possible to acquire the adhesion of their country to the Poatal
Convention of London 1929, of which article 33 allowed & reduction
of 50% on the pontal charge for printed matter. This raéduction had
already been accepted in 30 Countries.j

At the meeting of 1931 Mr. Bishop had taken the initiative on
this subject by presenting a report on international loans, based
on American and Canadian experience. There followed a discussion on
the problems of customs and postal charges., It was decided that the
Bureau should contact the Postal Union on this matter. Also each
country was asked to ¢ompose a report on the situation in their
country, similar to Mr. Bisghop's report, and to send this to the
Secretary. One of the main issues was the question of payment:
who should pay the postzl charges, the library which had requested
the loan, or the lending library.

The next year the Secretary reported the distribution to members
of Mr. Bishop's report on international loans. He also mentioned

having received similar reports from a number of other gountries,

1) Text of article 33: see Actes, Vol. II, p. 55-56,
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That year international loans were mentioned again a couple of

times. In the context of library statistiecs, Mr. Godet proposed

that the Bureau should make statistics on international loans,

based on the figures for 1931 and 1932, These should be ready and

printed in time to be studied before the next Congress. At the

end of the plenary session such a resolution was indeed adopted:
"The International Library Committee decides to make
statistics of international loans, based on the results of
the years 1931 and 1932, These statistics will be finished
and printed in time to be studied before the international
congress of 1534, for which international loans will be the
main theme”.j)

Mr. Collijn distributed a brochure called "Loans of books and
manuscripts between libraries of Sweden and foreign countries" by
M.E. Sundstrom. '

In 1933 Mr. Sevensma was happy to report having received many
reactions to the request for statistics on international loans,
These would serve as a basis for discussion at the next Congress.
Mr, Lomer was reported to be preparing a study on the subject of
international loans for the congress.

At the 1934 plenary session the programme for the Congress was
discussed. It was decided to devote the meeting of the Section
"study libraries' to international lcans mainly, and to spend one
whole plenary session discussing this issue. So the subject was
certain to get a great deal of attention.

11, In each country an office charged with organizing and coordinating

the international exchange of publicaticns.

Mr. Sevensma reported that this subject had been discussed by
the Library FExperts of the I1.I.I.C, and by the Sub~-Committee on
Science and Bibliography. This had resulted in the following
resolution of the Sub~Committee:

"Considering that in spite of the existing international
accords, and the efforts made-in;the last few years, the

international exchanges still don't work satisfactorally

1) ACtES, Vol. IV’ p. 470 i
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in a number of countries, the sub-committee recommends
that

the I.C.I.C, should remind the various governments of the
importance of ( ‘

a) publishing periodically a list of their official publications,
including those of scientific and other government
institutions.

b) organizing in each country a central service responsible
for the distribution and quick despatch of these publications,
and of supplying this service with the necessary money.

¢) facilitating as much as possible the already existing
exchanges between learned Societies.”j)

Whether tHe I.Q.I.C. did actually ask the governments to pay attention
to these matters, and whether the respective governments toock any

notice, we are not told. As far as we can see from the ‘Actes' the

subject was not raised again the next few years, within IFLA.

12, Exchange of theses,

' At the 1930 plenary session it was decided to form a sub-committee,
consisting of Mr., Emler, Mr., Fick, Mr, Grape, Mr. Lemaitre, Mr,
Sevensma and Mr; Theissen, to deal with this question. We will

discuss this sub-committee together with the other committees.

13, That all publications should be free of custom duties,

After some discussion at the 1930 plenary session, it was
decided that the Secretary should collect detailed information on
cases where the existing rules were not adhered to. If necessary
the Secretary should approach the authorities concerned. With this
decision the matter was considered closed, Unfortunately, I don't
know whether Mr. Sevensma was ever actuaslly asked to intervene in
such matters,

14, National Bureaux for bibliographical information and orientation.

The matter has been discussed by the Library Experts of the
I.I.I.C. The '"Guide to International information Services" prepared
by the I.I.I.C, and published in collaboration with IFLA, was the

1) Actes, Vol. II, p. 15 (translation from the French, by the author).
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result, Herewith the matter was regarded as dealt with,

14, Unification of rules for the statistics of publications.

We saw that Mr. Muszkowski proposed the forming of a sub-
committee on the statistics of publications, in 1929. This was
accepted and he himself was appointed chairman. The execution of

this resolution was of course left to this sub-committee,

Resuming, we can conclude that the Resolutions of Rome resulted
in a number of publications, such as a system of abbreviations, a
"Guide to National Information Services, Loans Systems, and
International Exchanges', and a list of%the Member~Associations.
Of these the first two were published by the I.I.I.C. .
Three problems were taken up by sub-com%ittees. For one or two
matters we cannot be sure that anything%really_happened about them

at all,

€. Sub~committees,

I. Sub-committee on the exchange of libfarians.

For the 1930 meeting the President ﬂad made a.report on some
exchanges effected during the year, as %e mentioned above, In the
same way the sub-committee presented reports in the following years,
functioning as a clearing house forinfb&matiodon existing exchange

|
relationships. However we never get the impression that the

Committee did any constructive work in this field itself.,

Surprisingly this sub-committee did not | present any report at all

in 1933 and 1934, It is not clear why t?is happened, although it |
is of course reasonable to suppose that|the economic situation in the

f

world no longer allowed such luxuries, The issue would return later

On. s |
f

II1. Sub-committee on professional training.

t
At the 1930 plenary session a proposition of Mr., Henriot was

presented concerning the formation of a{"Institut International des

be a school for further

Bibliothécaires',., This institute should
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education for librarians from various countries.,
According to the proﬁosition, the teaching should be done by
librarians or international specialists., Students should be coming
from anywhere in the world., There should be a wide curriculum,
taught during eight months' courses. The school should be under the
control and the direction of the League of Nations. Also, Mr. Henriot
would like to see six months' summer courses,
This proposition was studied and finally it was decided that the
Committee favoured the plans and would support them,
In the mean time a summer course would be organized, as soon as
possible, in the premises of the library of the League of Nations
in Geneva., The course would last at most fifty days and would be
free of charge, The General Secretary was to be responsible for the
organization,

At the 1931 session the sub-committee presented no report.
In 1932 it was reported that Mr. Henriot had resigned as chairman.
This probably explaines the absence of a report in 1931. A new
chairman would be appointed, but as this had not happened yet,
there was no report in 1932, eithef. This gives us the impression
that the chairman was the vital figure in the committees, Without
him, nothing happened. The annual reports were usually his work
only. We will see whether this impression is confirmed. But the
issue was not completely dropped. In 1232 Mr. Godet did report that
the summer courses at the library of the lLeague of Nations had
not been realized yet, He suggested that the Federation should ask
its members to examine the possibilities of instituting in their
countries diplomas of aptitude, of fixing the conditions for
obtaining such diplomas and of establishing examinations, 0f course
diplomaé already existed in some countries. The committee welcomed
Mr. Godet's suggestion.

Mr. Godet also proposed a resolution. Because there were in many
countries no regulations on the employment and status of librarians
and library personnel, or at least no official regulations coveriag

all concerned, and in view of the importance of such measures for
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the professional status, Mr. Godet recommended that member-associations
should examine the possibility of supplementing the official action
by instituting their own aptitude-diplomas, by fixing the conditions
for obtaining such diplomas and by instituting examinations.
This suggestion was accepted as a resolution., The ideas expressed
here by Mr. Godet were of course not quite new, but he had rightly
refreshed the memories of the member-associations., They were
certainly the best agents to achieve anything in this field in their
own countries,

In 1933 we hear that the matter had been taken up by the I.,C.I.C.
The Library Experts of this Committee had asked the I.I.I.C. to
undertake an enquiry on the professional training of librarians, as
this matter had so far not been studied to any great extent in the
international sense, The I,I1.I.0. addressed to the different
library Assoclations a questionnaire inviting them to furnish
particulars concerning the various grades of librarians, the existence
of training schools, or special courses for libfarians, the
conditions of admission, programmes of study, the types of diplomas
awarded, the status of librarians, etc. By the 1933 meeting about
20 answers had been received, which showed the great variety of
provisions in the various countries, In 1934 the delegate of the
I.I,I.C, reported that more answers had been received and that the
resul't and conclusions and recommendations would be published in a
report.

Nothing was heard from the committee in 1933 or 1934. However, this
issue, like the last one, would remain an object of study.

III.Sub~committee on Public Libraries. ;

‘This sub-committee was the result of a motion passed at one of
the library sessions of the Cambridge Conference of the World
Association for Adult Education. The motion asked the chairman to
request the President of the IFLA to ap%oint a Committee on publie
libraries, to assure to librarians presfnt in Cambridge and their

colleagues further opportunity for disclussion of public library

questions at international meetings.
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Such a committee was apparently formed,\with Mr, Milam as president.
In his report he expressed the feeling Lmong public librarians that
their affairs had been rather neglectedlat the Italian Congress, He
also offered two recommendations: i !
"1. That committees of IFLA be eﬁcouraged to give adequate
' consideration to the public iibrary agpects of the
subjects with which they deal,
2+ That in planning future libr$ry congresses the International
Library Committee a) providelopportunity for the discussion
of public library problems, and b) state in its
announcements that the Congress is for library worlkers
from all kinds of libraries and library agencies."q)
The report alsc contained a statement from Miss Demchevsky proprosing
the creation of an International Lending Library and Information
Bureau for Librarians. It would e.g. assemble publications about
libraries from all countries, issue catalogues of all such publications,
give advisory assistance on library problems etc.
The recommendations were approved, although Mr. Collijn did not think
the public librarians' complains about the Congress wholly
justified. Mr. Sevensma stated his readiness to centralise literature
in Geneva in order to establish the beginning of a bibliographical
centre according to Miss Demchevski's proposal,

In 1931, Mr. Godet repofted that the International Labour Office
had approached the I.I.I.C. about means of using the public libraries
in solving the problem of the leisure time of workers., At the
request of the Institut, the Bureau of IFLA had prepared a preliminary
report on the matter. The Committee of Library Experts had also
studied the issue. Mr. Lemaitre would be charged with editing the
final report tc be sent to the Labour CGffice., The Bureau decided to
ask I,I.1.C. for copies of thie report to be distributed to the
{FLA members.

This report was in fact presented by Mr, Lemaitre at the 1932
meeting. Among the conclusions, the report stressed the importance

of public libraries being run by trained librarians. Mr. Schuster

1) Actes, Vol. II, p. 4k.
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stressed the two-fold task of entertaining and educating.

In 1933 Mr. Miiam presented his report, both in Chicago and in
Avignon, among other things suggesting some topics which might be
discussed at further meetings. At Avignon he expressed “the following
wishes:

"1)_ That National Library Associations which represent the
public or popular library movement and which are not now
members, be invited to join the IFLA.

2) That subjects of special interest to publiec librarians
be placed on the agenda of future meetings cf the
International Library Committee and of the Federatione.

%) That the officers of the Federation endeavour to place
on each sub-committee librarians competent to represent
the different kinds of libraries which have an interest
in the subject éssigned to that committee.”j)

These wishes were adopted by -the Committee. Mr. Milam also drew the
attention to the pubiiéation "Popular libraries of the World", issued
by the A.L.A,

Surprisingly, the sub-committee on public libraries presented
no report at the 1934 meeting, However, they were not being forgotten.
Public libraries were mentioned as one of the seven Sections, in the
programme for the 1935 Congress. In the discussion on this programme
it was once again stressed that the public libraries should get the
right amount of attention, to make sure that they would not feel
left out, like in Italy. So, in this respect the subecowmittee on
public libraries had achieved its purpose in these years between the
first and the second Congress by ensuring attention for their
problems,

IV. Sub-committee on the exchange of theses.

We saw that this sub-committee was formed in 1930, In 1931 the

Secretary reported having received numerocus reporfs on the>prbblems
connected with the exchange of university theses. All reports would

be forwarded to Mr. Emler, who would make a general Report. France

1) Actes, Vol. V, p. 84-85,
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and Germany signed a convention on the subject in 1925. It was
decided that it would be useful to try and obtain the text of this
agreement, which was working very well,

Mr. Emler did prepare a report, which was presented by Mr.

Sevensma at the 1932 meeting. It suggested, among other things,

to send out a quéstionnaire, asking university libraries to state
their particular field of interest., This information would be

needed to decide which libraries would get which dissertations,

Only the most important university libraries could receive all theses.
Others would only get a selection accor?ing to their interest. The
Secretariat was to prepare this questionnaire. Mr. Emler also

proposed that each country should publish a yearly list of 1ts theses
published, and that each country should{designate one library to

deal with the exchanges, '

In Avignon, Mr. Emler reported that he had no definite propositions,
as yet. One of his main problems was that theses were published in
widely differing forms in the varicus ?ountries. Mr. Sevensma stated
that he had not been able to get hold of the text of the French-

German agreement. !

At the 1934 meeting Mr. Lemaftre's $eport was read, which
stressed the importance. of agreements Eetween particular countries,
as compared to internatiomal agreements, The report was followed by
a discussion on the problems of theses:éublished in periodicals or
series, and on the relative vélue of th%ses in different countries

and in different subject fields. No conclusions were reached., Mr.

1)

Breycha~Vauthier read the text of the F{ench—German agreement.

Although the search for a good intefnational arrangement for the
l
exchange of theses continues, the general conclusion of these first -
[ :

years seems to be that agreements betweén two particular countries

!

are far more likely to be effective. i

V. Sub~committee on the statistics of,pﬁblications.

This sub-commlttee was formed 1n 1929,.at the suggestion of
Mr. Muszkowski. It was charged with the execution of the.fifteenth
resolution of Romes At the 1930 meeting it was decided that the

1) Actes, Vol, VI, p. 59: analysis of the Accord,
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sub-committee should study the proposals made in fhis field by the
committees of the I.X.Y1,C, and work towards the adoption of a unified
method in all countries. The lack of standardization was recognized
as the most important problem in this field, ‘
Although the sub-committee did not meet during the year,
Mr. Muszkowski presented a detailed report in 1931, He suggested
statistical data collecting according to the following fifteen
categories:
1. Categories of material (decimal classification)
2. Number of books published: a) in the country, b) abroad.
3. Number of pamphlets,
4. Number of periodical publications: a) daily, b) weekly, ¢) more
than weekly - monthly, d) more than monthly - three monthly,
e) others.
5. Total number . of works printed: a) in the language of the country,
b) in other languages. . A
6. Number of translations published in the country.
7+ Number of copies issued.
8, Off-prints of articles.
9, First editions, ré-editions, and new imprints.
10, Categories of publishers (State, printing houses, etc.).
11, Places of printing.

12. Places of publication.

13. Publications not entered in the bibliography (catalogues, yearbooks,

leaflet).,
14, and 15. Works published atroad in the language of the author or

in the language of the respective country, and their translations.q)

The discussion stresses again the absolute necessity of finding a
unified basis for such statistics, but of course no immediate
conclusions were reached on Mr. Muszkowski's report,

For the 1932 meeting, Mr. Muszkowski prep-red another réport
commenting and enlarging on his 15 categories. The discussion which
followed stressed the need of obtaining the cooperation of not only
librarians, but also publishers and booksellers. The sub-committee

1) Actes, Vol. III, p. 14 {(translation from the French by the author).
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was enlarged with Mr, Gedet, Mr. Sevensma and Mr. Uhlendahl, No
conclusions were reached at this session.

By 1933, the report had reached its final shape. It was decided that
the collaboration of booksellers and publishers was now absolutely
essential for any further developments, It was suggested that Mr.
Sevensma and Mr. Muszkowski should represent IFLA at the next
International Congress of Publishers. At the meeting in Avignon it
was again stressed that the cooperation of other bodies was now
necessary, because the compilation of the actual statistics would
have to be done by the authorities which had been doing the statistics
up to then, i.e. the associations of Publishers or the Statistical
Offices, Since Chicago, Mr. Sevensma had contacted the International
Associations of Publishers, and he would prepare a report on this,
with the help of Mr. Muszkowski.

In 1934 it was reported that the next international Congress of
Publishers would be held in London in 1936, but that no outside
visitors would be allowed to attend. It was therefore decided to ask
a publisher dr the representative of a publishers' association to
represent IFLA at thé Congresas and to voice IFLA's proposals,.

Alltogether we can say that thanks to the hard work of Mr. Muszkowski
this sub-committee produced a good report and made some progress
towards realization, during those first years. However, it is clear
-that this was mainly the work of one man, with the help of Mr,
Sevensma, It can hardly be called the achievement of a committee,

Mr, Muszkowski himself stressed this problem, in 1933, by expressing
the wish to see periodic meetings of the sub-committee, However, the
discusgsion on this matter showed the practicgl objections to this,
especially the financial problems involved. We will discuss this
problem of the working of the sub-committees more extensively later on.

VI, Sub-committee on Library-statistics.

During the discussion on the statistios of publications, at the
1930 meeting, it was suggested to form a separate sub-committee for
the statistics of libraries. Mr., Leyh was asked to be chairman. He

presented his first provisional report in 1931, He had contacted
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a number of specialists, but he had not|received many useful answers
as yet., Mr. Lemaitre presented the rules used in France. He was
asked to contact Mr. Leyh on this, who would continue his study of
the matter, ’
In 1932. Mr. Leyh presented his proposed outline for an international
statistic of libraries, His outline aimed at obtaining only the
minimal information needed for an effeciive international comparison,
For his work he had received the help of Mr., Lemaitre. The following
categories were proposed:
A, Stock: ' 1) Manusgcripts, 2) incunabula, 3)
. printed |books (metres of shelves).,
B. Increase: : 1) purcyase, 2) exchange, 3) statutory
deposity 4) gifts, 5) total, 6)
increase in metres shelves,

C. Use in the building 1) hours of opening, 2) number of

(reading room): . readers|(cards of admission), 3) number

of readers {(visitors), 4) number of
i books d?livered on call-slips (printed),
"~ 5) number of mss. delivered on call=-
glips.

D, Local circulationt 1) number of borrowers, 2) number of

books lent (vols.).

E. Circulation outside the town:a) books lent:

1) number of borrowers, 2) number of
printed vols. lent, 3) number of mss,
lent,

b) books borrowed:

1) number of borrowing libraries, 2)
number of printed books lent, 3) number

/ of mas, lent,

F. Total expenditure for purchase of books: 1) mss., 2) printed
purchase of books and books, 3) periodicals
binding: i , binding
total

expendi ture from extraordinary

1
ressources.

—— - ok —

1) Actes, Vol. IV, p. 59-6k4,
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A lot of discussion followed this proposal. It was decided to ask
the members to express themselves on paper on this subject and to
continue the discussion at the next session.

Mr. Leyh was not present in‘Chicago, but he did attent the
meeting in Avignon. There, he presented his second outline of
International Library statistics, He had elaborated his first outline,
taking the various comments received into account. He had made the.
following changes:

Atl: stock in metres

A2: stock in volumes (7 categories)

Bt: increase in metres {3 categories)

B2: increase in bibliographival units (5 categories)

B3: increase in volumes {7 categories)

C1: use in the building (reading room) (5 categories)

C2: local circulation

C3: circulation out of town

Ch: loan service with foreign countries

D : teotal expenditure for books and binding

E : pérsonnel statistics
As we can see, comments usually meant demands for more detail.
Mr. Leyh's original idea of only asking for the minimum information
necessary was obviously not getting much chance of being realized.
His proposal was again f0116Wed by a long discussion. Mr., Leyh again
promised to examine the suggestions and to incorporate all reasonable
amendments proposed. This limitation in his promise is quite
understandable,

In 1934, Mr. Leyh was not present. However, his proposals as
presented in Avignin and published in the Actes (Vol. V, p. 138-154)
were accepted as definite. It only remained to be decided for which
categories of libraries theyjshould be used. NO'decisioﬁ was taken
in this matier. -

We can again conclude that one man, in the name of a sub-committee,
did a lot of work and produces a useful report, As with the sub~-
committee on the statistices of publications,.we will have to =zee how

much actual result all this work would have in the long run,

.
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VITI. Sub-committee on hospital libraries,

At the fourth plenary session in Cheltenham in 1931, Mr. Sevensma
reported on a correspondence with Mrs. Roberts, Orgéniiing Secretary
of the British Red Cross Society and the Order of St. John Hospital
Library, suggesting the formation of an international committee for
hospital library services., Such a committee should collect information
regarding methods of conducting hospital library services, offer
facilities to study the cooperation between hospital and public
libraries, undertake publicity for the system of hospital libraries,
etc. This was thought to be a good idea, and the formation of such a
sub-committee was decided on. Mr. Lemaftre was elected as presidente.
He presented his first report in 1932, based on a questionnaire
sent to all member-~associations., Many replies had been received,
it is interesting to see that only a couple of countries actually
answered the systematically composed questionnaire. The otherq all
replied in a kind of letter-report., Mr. Lemaitre's report stressed
the importance of close contacts with the medical authorities, He
stated in his conclusions:

"The above information seems to show that the movement towards
the establishment of libraries for the sick 1s not an attempt
without a future, but an ideal towards which are working the
Joined efforts of the competent authorities in various

countries, with more or less sudcess, in various degrees of

developments.“j) ;
Mr. Bishop proposed to send copies of tﬁe report to the Director of
the Health Section of the League of Nations. The Secretary, as the
librarian of the League, would be able 40 discuss collaboration with
this Director,
It was decided that the committee would |try to suggest projects to
countries not yet having a hospital libnary sérvice, and would study
ways of ameliorating the situation in tHose areas where this was most
needed, e.g. in mental hospitals.
Mr. Lemaitre again presented a repoxt in Avignon, in 1933, He had

received information on the situation with regards to hospital

libraries from various countries. To a dircular sent by the International

1) Actes, Vol. IV, p. 86.
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Committee of the Red Cross reponses had also been received from a
number of countries, The International Conference of Hospitals had
adopted a number of resolutions in favour of hospital libraries, All
together Mr, Lemaitre could report a growing interest for the matter.,

Mr. Lemaitre's report in 1934 again showed the evolution of
hospital libraries ih various countries during the last year. In
Spain a questionnaire had been sent to Spanish Health Inspectors to
ask for information on the situation, Ihe results were presented in
a report by Miss Capdevielle, Mrs. Roberts had been very active again
during the year. In December 1933 an International Society of Hospital
libraries was formed by her,

Hospital libraries were obviously getting more and more attention
in many countries in those years. Mr. Lemaftre did some very useful
work by recording the situation and the activities going on. The most
active person in the field seems to have been Mrs. Roberts. _

Concluding we can say that the sub-~committees did some interesting
preparatory work in the shape of questionnaires and reports. Not
many tangible results were achieved as yet, but there were certainly
possibilities. However, all this work was obviously only done by a
few hard-working chairmen. The sub~cohmittees were not yet really
functioning as such, in between the yearly sessions. We saw that Mr.
Muszkowski highlighted this problem in 1933, He also volced the need
for periodic reunions of the sub-committees in a resolution, which
was adopted by the Committee. However, it would be a long time yet,
before the sub-committees would change their way of working.

f. Reports from other orzanizations.

In those early years it was only the I.I.I.C. which reported on
its activities at every session of the Library Committee. Subjeots
treated were e.g. Guide to National services, List of remarkable works,
Public libraries for workers, decimal classification, normalisation
of periodicals, international bibliography of translations, educational
films, the publication of bibliogr&phical bulletins, International
guide on documentation,-etc, It seems to have been a fairly active

Institute, In comparison with IFLA, it had of course the advantage

b
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of a better permanent organization, in }

It certainly seems to have done some uss

seems to have been functioning quite wel

execution of studies by professionals',

1
by experts and publish the results“.l)

g. Various other resolutions adopted or

Paris, and probably more money.

ful work for libraries, It
1 as a "centre to induce the
to "'‘coordinate .the work done

discussed.

During the years a number of topics,
last Congress, or the work of the sub-cqg
representatives and became the subject d
1) In 1930 Mr. Lemaftre mentioned in hisg
in France, that a vocabulary of technica
prepared in French, German and English,
French Association of Librarians. In 193

work was nearly finished. In view of the

also as a basis for similar works for o
to accept the patronage of this"publica—
by the Committee and it wgs decided that
editing. |
At the meeting of 1933 the delegate froﬁ
vocabulary of Frech-English-German libra
Publication was expected early in 1934,
was not reported at the 1934 meeting.,
é) In 193%2 a number of such ‘resolutions
presenfed a propoéal of Mr..Emler concer
periodical indexes. After some discussio
regsolution was accepted unanimously:
‘"The Committee draws the attenti
to the regrettable fact that a g
are not marked with the date of
further discussion of the effect of t
the Actes.
Also in 1932 Mr. Collijn addressed th
library budgets. In this time of cris
‘cuts. Mr., Collijn pafticularly stress
Actes, Vol. V, p. 25-26,
Actes, Vol, IV, p., 46.

not related td)either the -
mmittees, were raised by

f resolutions. |

report on the situation

1l library terms was being
under the auspices of the

1 he could report that the
‘importance of this publication
her languages, he asked IFLA

ion. This proposal was'accepted

IFLA would subsidize the

France reported that the
ry terms was finished.

However, the actual publication

were adopted. Mr. Sevensma
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n the first paragraph of his

on of the member Associations’

reat number of publications

. . 2
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periodical subscriptions, since this practice leads to gaps that may
never be filled., He stressed the important function of libraries:

"they are at the same time the defositories, the workrooms and
the instruments of science".j) .

His plea resulted in the following resolution:

"The Committee urgently request Governments, in sﬁite of the
world ¢risis, to maintailn undimihished, for the service of
intellectual workers, the financial provision made for national
education and instruction, and nptably credits voted for
librariesﬁ.e)

This resolution was to be sent to the Gowvernments.

At the 1933 session Mr. Sevensma reported that many replies had been
received from Ministries of Finance or PLblic Instruction. Also some

information had been collected from members. In some countries, e.g.

Czechoslovakia, the resolutions seemed tP have had some effects
However, in other countries, such as Finﬂand, considerable cute had
been made.
At the Avignon meeting it was reported that the resolution was backed
up by the I.C.I.C. and the Assembly of the League of Nations, which
had both adopted resolutions attracting the attention of Governments
to’ the serious consequences of cuts for the level of contemporary
qulture. How much effect all this had, in the end, is impossible to
assess. ‘The financial situation was obviously only getting worse.
4) At the 1932 meeting Mr. Lemzitre presented a resolution on library
building:
"That all schools of Architecture should give a course on the
construction of libraries".
This was accepted unanimously and it was dec¢ided to send copies of
this resolution to all associations of architects and to all associmtions
of librarians. At the 1953 session in Avignon it was reported that -
the Ecole Centrale des Arts et Manufactures in Paris had put on its
syllabus for the second year a course on the planning and bullding
of a large library, and for the third year a course on building
a workers!'! library. Whether this was really the result of the resolution
1) Actes, Vol. IV, p. 30.
2) Actes, Vol., IV, p. 43,
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we cannot say. Neither do we know if this was the only effect it ever
had,
5) Mr. Sevensma presented a proposal, in 1932, concerning greater
uniformity in communications on naticnal progress. These national
reports would then become even more important and useful, He suggested
that the reports should touch on:
A, Libraries: 1) new buildings, reorganization, adaption.

2) legislation on libraries.
B, Publicationst 1) library catalogues.

2) bibliographical publications.

3) library guides.
C, Librarians: 1) changes in the higher staff,

' 2) legislation bearing on the library profession.
D. Role of the libraries in society: collaboration with other
' organizations.

The Committee unanimously agreed that it would be very useful to
draw up the reports along such set lines. When the resolutions were
afterwards sent to the member-associations, particular attention was
drawn to this resolutions on uniformity of reports. In 1933 the matter
was mentioned again in the discussion on library statistics, whereby
it was suggested that the standard annual reports would also be
useful material for comparison. In the following years, Mr. Sevensma
in his annual survey repeatedly stressed the importance of the
national reports,
6) At the 1932 session Mr. Leyh presented a resolution on:the high
subscription rates of certain German periodicals. After some
discussion and some alterations, a resolution was adopted stating
that IFLA recognized as right the recent protests from America,
England, Sweden and Switzerland against the high subscription rates
of many German scientific periocdicals, stressing the danger to the
German booktraders and to the scientific world of Germany and other
countries if these periodicals could no longer be bought by the
libraries, IFLA therefore pressed the association of Jderman scientific

publishers to do everything within their means to lower the prige of
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the periodicals both by lowering the nuﬂber of copies and bY adapting
the price to the decreased costs of production.

During the following year, various ‘egotiations toke place between
the organizations interested, resultingWin an agreement signed on 3rd
August 1933 between the German associations of Universities,
Booksellers, Scientific publishers, and Librarians. This apgreement
stated that the volume and price of these periodicals should be‘fixed,
for each year, and that the volume and price would be reduced by 20%
in 1934. The universities agreed to cooperate, e.g. by not publishing
theses in periodicals.

IFLA thanked the German associations for this agreement.

However, various libraries, particularly in America, had already
complained that the measures were ingufficient. Some German
representatives of publishers were present at the 1933 Chicago meeting,
where this matter was being discussed, It was decided to hold further
negotiations with them., These talks did indeed take place in Chicago,
on October 15th and 18th. This resulted in a proposal of Dr. F.
Springer offering for 1934 reductions of 25 to 4%0% in the price of

26 periodicals. This was considered guite a good result of the

protests and negotiations.,

At the weeting in Aviznon, Mr. Kruss reported that the German
government would ensure the execution of the Chicapgo agreement,
However, in 1934 there were complaints that the-price of the German
periodicals was still much higher than the price of any other |
periodicals, Mr, Bultingaire proposed another resolution on this
subject, which was studied carefully. It was suggested that the
German publishers had shown great willingness to negotiate so far,
and ought to be treated with care. Perhaps the problem rather lay
with the editors of the periodicals? Yet, after careful consideration,
the following resolution. was proposed and adopted unanimously:

"The Federation ... notes ... that the publishers of German
scientific periodicals have kept their promise, since 1st
January 1934, to diminish the price and the volume of this

kind of publication.
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However, the Federation cannot ignore the considerable
disproportion in prices between the price of German periodicals
¢+e and the price of the periodicals from other-countries,
and asks the German publishers to continue on the present
way towards reduction ...
Although certainly recognizing the fact that the fixing of an
annual maximum price constitutes already a notable progress,
the Federation presses the publishers to replace this Qith a
fixed annual price, as advocated by the libraries of the
world."j) _
The problem was not solved yet!
7) The discussion on the price of German periodicals also resulted in
a resolution proposed by Mr, Leyh at the 1933 meeting in Avignon,
stressing other causes for the high prices of certain periodicals,

N

Mr, Leyh proposed:

esesy the Federation belleves that it is her duty to examine
whether it is legally allowed to publish in periodicals or
geries theses which are in principle material for.international
exchange and thus to burden thejbudgets of librarieas,

It should also be examined if parallel publicdtions, guch

|

as exist particularly in the field of bibliographies and
bibliographical surveys for the natural sciences, do not form
an overproduction by the publisgers which does not correspond
with the needs of science and which entail supplementary i
expenses for the libraries,
Although this matter was not discussed as such at the 1934 meeting,
the issue would be raised again later, &s 1t formed the subject of
one of the sections of the 1935 Congressg,
Finally a few minor matters. At the [two sessions held in 1933,
Mr. Sevensma had the sad task of appealing to member-associations
to help refugees., He presented a list of] refugee librarians needihg

work abroad, The International Committee for Securing Employment to

1) Actes, Vol. VI, p. 45 (translated from the French by the author).,
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Refugee Professional Workers was willing to help financially. We do
not know whether this appeal did mctuallly help anybody.

The same political causes led to problems for the German libraries.
In 1934 they could no longer promise cJuperation with the activities
of the I.I.I.C. because of the bad rel%tions of the German government
with the League of Nations. However a=political an international
organization wants to be, it 1s still jffected by the political
situation in the world, as IFLA would jxperieuce.

h. Discussions on the next seasions and the next Congress.

!

Each session would end with a discjseion on the place and time of

the next sesaion. Fortunately.there was always an invitation from
some country. Sometimes the actual discussion was left to the Board.

At the 1933 meeting it was decidedltu hold the next International
Congress in 1935, The place would be decided by the Board. International
leoans would form an important topic. Already at Avignon it was clear
that the place would probably be Spain. ' '

The Congrese was discussed in detail at the 1934 session. First
Mr, Godet read his proposition made in Rome (1928) on the principles
governing international congresses, sBtressing that the programme
of the Congress should not contain too many different issues. To
achjeve this it would be necessary to decide carefully on the subject

.to be treated at the Congress. As we know, International Loans was to
be the major issue. :

Mr. Sevensma read 2 rTeport prépared by the Executive Board, on
the programme of the next Congress, proposing an arrangement of
subjects to be treated and inviting discussion on some organizational
matters.

It was decided to send invitations to the National Association of
Publishers and Booksellers. Other problems discussed were the
appointment of presidents and reporters for the various sections and
the relative attention given in the programme to matters concerning
public libraries and special library matters, The public libraries
gertainly ocught to get.the right-nmuunt.?f atfantion, as they had felt

rather neglected at the last Congress. -

*
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It was proposed to give the Congress the title of "Second Congrés
International des Bibliotheques et de Biblioéfaphie".
The following programme was proposed:
I. Opening session. ’
II. Session for organizational matters (Commentary on the programme
of the sections). |
III, Meeting of the sessions.
a. Public libraries,
b, Special libraries.
¢. Study libraries. International Loan.
de Professional training {(including exchange of librarians).
e. Interchange and help between libraries,
f. The overproduction in the field of periodicals.
g. Libraries and bibliography in Spain.
IV, Plenary seassion on Infernational Loan,
V. Plenary session on libraries in the modern world.
VI. Closing session: vote on resolutions,
The members present were satisfied that their various suggestions were
sufficiently incorporated in this programme outline.

i, National reportse.

The last regulaf feature of the Committee's sessions to be discussed
are the national reports. Each year the various representatives of the
member associations reported on the main library asctivities in their
country in the past year, We saw that the Actes were considered to be
gquite an important aspect for IFLA, as they formed the only regular
means of communication between IFLA and its members. Of these Actes,
the Annexes really formed the most important party; as these contained
the full texts of most of the sub«committee reports and all of the
national reports., Thus the national reporté were an important means
of inferming other countries of one's national developments, one's
most important publications in the field etc, All taken together these
reports now form an interesting source of library history,

We also saw that the importance of standardization of these reports

was stressed. If such a normalisation c¢ould have been achieved, it
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certainly would have made it easier to abstract the important facts

and to compare the developments. However this was probably asking

too much for such a relatively loosely prganized federation as IFLA was,
Within the context of IFLA's activilties and achievements we can

only stress the importance of the natiokal reports as a -source of

information for the members. We will noft go into any detail as to

the information supplied.

Thus the first five years of IFLA camo [to an end. Few palpable results
had been achieved, but the organization| had grown steadily, and

developed in a healthy fashion, and the| possibilities for achievements

in the future were certainly present, Sp IFLA went to its second
Congress full of hope and good plans. '
Je Reactions in England and the Netherlhnds.

Surprisingly, the references made tk the work of IFLA, the League

of Nations or the I.I.I.C. in the LibraLy Association Record of the
British Library Asscciation, were very [few in these years. In 1930

we only find a short notice on the 8th Conference of the International
Institute of Bibliography, in 1929, and|/ on the meeting of the Committee
of Library Experts of the I.I.I.C. in Paris in 1930, In 1931 there was
‘a short notice announcing the 'most welgome' international code of
-abbreviations for titles of periodicals), drawn up by the Sub-~committee

under the auspices of the I.I.I.C,

In 1932 we do find a report on the IFLA meeting in Berne,

'

" on library budgets. The

:mentioning in particular the resoclution
report is followed byJa report on the meeting of the Committee of
Expert Librarians, which also adopted a resolution on budgets, In 1933
the editor attended the ALA Annual Conference in America and
represented Great Britain at the IFLA meeting there., However his report
"Impressions of an American-Tour" gave no parficular information at
all on IFTLA, '

In 1934 we find announcements of the IFLA Congress in Spain in
1935, More details on travelling arrangements and the programme of

the Congress are given in 1935, Articles published in 1934 on the
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price of German periodicals and various actions to get these reduced
do not mention IFLA either.
Altogether we may conclude the IFLA did not 'live' in British Library
circles in those early years, although the few delegatds to the IFLA
meetings seemed active and involved.

The IFLA meetings received a better treatment, on the whole, in the

Netherlands, In Bibliotheekleven of 1932, HWr. J,S. Theissenj) published

a quite extensive and detailed report of the 1931 meeting in
Cheltenham. He gave a good impression of matters discussed. He
particularly mentioned the national reports, which, as he said, gave
a good survey of what was going on in the world of librarians.

There is no report on the 1932 meeting, but quite an extensive
report was written on the 1933'meetings in Avignon and Chicago, in
connection with the publication of the Actes of those meetings. Mr,
Brummela) commented in this report on the surprisingly un-economic
arrangement. of two meetings, in a time of financial crisis. Also in
other resbects his comﬁents were not exactly praising. He thought
that the Actes did not usually abound with interesting information or
important resolutions. He found the real contents of the bulky Actes
of 1933 rather thin. He seems to have doubted the actual effect of
Collijn's resolution on library budgets. Nor does he seem too
enthusiastic about the results achieved in relation to German periodicai&
He did however admit the importance of Mr, Leyh's work on statistics
and Mr. Lemaitre's work on International Loans. However, what he
considered to be most important were thé national reports, which, as
he said, brought together a large number of. data which were otherwise
difficult to obtain. He very much appro#ed of the attempts at
standardization of the national reports, and gave as his opinion that
the Dutch report might be improved! .

He concluded by admitting that he was n?t exactly jubilant about the
working and the achievement of IFLA, but also by acknowledging the
probleme involved in trying to come to lnternational grrangements and
golutions for internmmtional problems., Hg¢ thought that in international
affairs the Dutch saying was particularly true that "God's mills

1) Bibliotheekleven, 1932, p. 41=45,
2) Bibliotheekleven, 1934, p. 147-148,
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grind slowly".
In 1935 Mr. Brummel again provided a report on IFLA, on the 1934

meeting in Madrid. This time however, he gave little personal comment,

but concentrated on a fairly detailed agcount of the meeting, He

thought that the index to volumes I - VI of the Actss would prove
1)

very useful, , !

It is difficult to say whether IFLA did really 'live' more among
Dutch librarians then in England, In Holland too, it probably effected
“only a very small group of actively involved librarians., But at least
they did report extensively and critically on their experiences and

thus enabled other librarians to stay informed, if they wanted to .,

1) Bibliotheekleven, 1935, p. 10-11,

R
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Chapter III, Pre-war years.,

A. Second World Congress.
a, Eighth Plenary Session, Madrid 19th and 20th May 1935,

First and second Meeting.

In accordance with the statutes, the Committee met at the time of |
the International Congress. The first and second meeting were held in
Madrid before the Conference. The third meeting was held in Barcelona,
after the Conferenée. ' |

. Mr. Bishop opened the first meeting with a short speech.He thoughtas
much tlmeEEsposslble should be devoted to the national reports, as
there were more delegates present than ever before. So most of the time
bf the first and second meeting waz taken up by the representatives
from 25 countries presenting communications on the national
developments in the field of librarianship.

b, Second International Congress of Libraries and Bibliography.

The "Actes du Comité International des Bibliothégques' do not tell
us anything about the International Congress, apart from the resolutions,|
which were discussed at the third meeting of the Plenary session, in
Barcelona, For full details of the International Congress we would have
to go to the Congress Proceedings, which were, however, never fully
published, because some of 1t wys lost in the Spanish Civil War,

However, as going into all thedetails of the Congress would lead
us too far anyway, I think it will suifice to consider the reports
of the English and Dutch representatives.

In the British Library Association Record we can find an

announcement of the Congress early in 1935, Edgar Osborne wrote the

official report on the Congress, published in the Library Association

Record of August 1935, p. 319-320. From his account we can conclude
that the prOgrammé was indeed executed along the lines planned at the
1934 Pleﬁary session (Bee p. 59).

Over a hundred and fifty papers were read: "In oune section it was only
possible to allow five.minutes in which to summarize each paper".

There had obviously been ‘no lack of preparatory work. Mr. Osborne did
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not go inte any details of the reports, as the proceedings were
expected to be published soon. He himself attended the meetings of
the Publie¢ Libraries Section, so most of his report is concentrated
on this aspec¢t. He mentioned that many resolutions weré adopted, six
of which were proposed by the Public Libraries Section. He thought
that the most important of these resolutions was the one asking for

a better financial support for publie¢ libraries, He also reported
that: "A striking feature of theAConference was the interest taken by

the Spahish people in the Public Libraries movement", The earlier

exhortations to attend the COnference obviously had not had the
required result: "Disappointment was expressed at the small pumber
of British Libraries represented at the Conference'. There were in
fact six Bfitish librarians present. The report ended with a list
of well-known figures present at the Conference,
From the report we get the impression that Mr. Osborne was fairly
pleased with the results of the Conference as far as the Public
Libraries were concerned. Unfortunately he gives us little information
on the general organization or the atmosphere of the Conference, nof
does he give a personal opinion on its usefulness. |

The Dutch delegate, Mr, W. Leendertz, wrote a report for Bibliotheek-

leven, 1936, p. 11=16. His report gives us much more information on the
Conference as it was really experienced by the librarians present.

As Mr, Leendertz had also attended the 1929 Conference in Italy, he
began by comparing the two Congresses. The Spanish Conference was
attended by ca. 550 congressists of which ca. 200 were Spanish; in
Rome there were more delegates. Mr. Leendertz considered this smaller
number an advantage, as, according to him "the most important element
of such & Conference is the contact with colleagues from many places,
and this contact could now be more intensive".j)

The Conference in Spain was generally better prepared and better
organized; things happened as plénned and on time, This was a great
change from Xtaly. Mr. Leendertz thought that this was mainlﬁ due to
the fact that the Congress was actually organized by IFLA, whereas

in Rome the organization had been left mainly to the Italians. So,

1) Bibliotheekleven, 1936, p. 12
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altogether, the Congress compared very favourably with its Italian
predecessor,
The preparations had of course an effect on the Section meetings.

The programme was 1imited to matters with an "International” or
“"general'™ character, Reports had been handed in in time, making it
easler for the sections to come to agreement on the resolutions to be
adopted, In his report Mr. Leendertz stressed once more that the
reéolutions could of course not be binding in any way. They merely
expresﬁed what the congressists considered to be desirable or
necessary. Particularly in fhe field of International Loans, Mr,
Leendertz thought that a way had been prepared for more fruitful =
international cooperation, Finally, he came to the conclusion that:

"the main point of all the meetings and of all the Congress did

or where it led to, was the possibility it offered to renew

personal contacts, and to discuss problems together, through

which cooperation can grow, The importance of such Cohferences

lies in such contact, which is not the least important for

librarians who always need each other to obtain information and

to help each other to find the publications needed".q)
We can conclude that Mr. Leenderta thought the Congress definitely
succesful, not so much for the resolutions it adopted, as for the
possibilities it offered for personal contact. How successful the
Congress was in terms of palpable results, would depend on the influence
of the resoclutions in the coming years.

ce Eighth Plenary session, third meeting, 30th May, Barcelona,

The third meeting was mainly taken up by the discussion of the
resolutions adopted at the Congress. These were read by Mr, Sevensma:
(for full text see Actes, Vol, VII, p. 21-31.), Summarized:

Overproduction in the field of Periodicals.

I German periodicals have been reduced in bulk and price, but
library budgets have been'réduced to an ever greater extent.

IT Rationalisation of scientific periodicals 1n all civilised countries
needed,

ITI Appointment of a special Sub-committee to consider the production

1) Bibliotheekleven, 1936, p, 15
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of books and periodicals and the cost in relation to library
budge ts, suggested.

IV Expression of appreciatién of the German intention to reduce the
exportprice of German books and periodicals, ’

V Theses should only in especially well-founded exceptional cases be
printed in periodicals and series and should in every case be
unmistakably indicated as theses.

International Loans,

The proposals of this section began with a 1ist of eleven ‘general
Theses' stating the basi¢ principles of international loan and the
conditions necessary for its effective functioning. These alse stated
that 'Rules for International Loan' would be formulated and published
by IFLA, ' '

As postal charges was one of the main problems, the secticn

adopted a number of resolutions, asking each country to try and obtain
the best possible arrangements and asking the Federation to support
these attempts. The Bection also proposed the creation of a Sub- |
committee to design a form to be used for all requests for international
loan, and to study the legal probleme involved,

Special Libraries,

I,A sub-committee should be formed for special libraries (parliamentary,
administrative, commercial and industrial libraries), to maintain
the contact between these libraries, in beiween annual IFLA
meetings.

II.The formation of a special group to regulate relations between
parliamentary libraries and the League of Nations. .
ITI,Coordination between parliamentary librarians on publicatiens.
IV, Approving and supporting the work of a committee of Experts on the
rationalisation of legal documents, \

V.0fficial list of public publicaticns in each country, and a. bureau

charged with the sales of such publications,

Collaboration and mutual aid between libraries.

This section recommended the creation of union catalagues and the

regulation of the relations, internationally, between National
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Information Bureaux., It also proposed:

1. the use of a standard form for requests.

2. that the national infqrmafion bureaux should aid in supplying
‘photocopies and by forwarding reduests to the approﬁriate libraries.

3, The International committee should aim at the creation of an
international union cata}&gue of manuscripts, by starting a 'short

title catalogue' in one of lhe main libraries of the world.

4, Supporting the work of Dr. Vortius on the Bibliotheca bibliographia

internationalis,

.5. Suggesting the creation of a committee of Experts to work on the
""standardizationof books and libraries, National organizations should
create a body responsible for the application of the standardization.

Stressing the need to add to all publications the full names of the

author, the date of publication and the original title of translations

6. recommending the use of the Croatic system for transcfibing slavonic
names in catalogues, side by side with the systems in use.
7. recommending the creation of a sub-committee for uniform cataloguing
rules, starting with the rules for alphabetical order,
8. The section took the following decision: the library assooiations
of the different qountfies are invited to work towards:
1. periodical lists of national publications, appearing at short
" intervals, as exact and complete as possible.
2., apart from weekly or monthly lists, also annual lista,
%, indexes to these lists. )
9. recommending the creation of a committee to study the gapé in the
present system of special bibliographies,
10. Recommending the creation of national centres charged with the
contact with documentation centres and special libraries, such
thaet at any time a survey of bibliographical work is possible.
11. recommending that the exchange of theses is extended to the eikchange
of other acientific publica{ions, in order to enable equal exchanges,
12. Btressing the importance of exchange of publications, of lists of
recommended works, and of lists of official publications,

coh

1%, stressing the importance of mselected catalogues between public
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libraries, and the importande of good translations, for public
libraries,

Public¢ libraries. ' _

1. Hoping that the excellent work done by libraries in the rural

" districts of Spain will continue to receive moral and financial
support,

2. stressing the importance 6f ample financial support for public
libraries, to fulfill their important cultural purpose. Extra money
needéd, for increasing 1eisufe time, adult education, work for
children, Advisory centres needed to deal with problems of rural
areass

3. for rural areas close cooperation with libraries in cities, and with
schools and other bodies 18 needed,

L, Library training needed in schools for professional librarians, and
also courses for teaches and for non-professional workers in rural
areas.

5. Supporting library services on ships, under government supervision,
in cooperation with official library administration.

6, Hospital library services should be extended and improved: special
training for hospital librarians, expansion of service to mental
hospitals, and close cooperation with public libraries.

To deal with these resclutions of the Congress, a number of new Sub-

committees were formed. For each Committee a president was appointed

who in collaboration with the Executive Bureau of the Federation should
name the members of the sub-committee.
For the sub-committee suggested by the Section 'Overproduction

in the field of periodicals', Mr., Munthe was elected president. For

Internationai Loan a sub-committee was created to study the legal

gquestions involved, under the chairmanship of Mr. P.S, Leicht. For

Special Libraries a sub-committee was formed with Mr, M.E. Lancaster-

Jones, deputy-keeper of the Science Museum in London, as president,

As president of the sub-committee oh Parliamentary Libraries Mr, J.

Rais was appointed. The -Section 'Collaboration and Mutual Aid between

libraries' also resulted in two new sub-committees. For the sub-

committee on Uniform cataloguing rules a president would be chosen
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by the Executive Board., Mr. Prinzhorn, director of the library of the

Teehnische Hochschule in Dantzig was elected as president of the sub-

committee on normalisation in the field of books and libraries.

The matter of special international bibliographies was referred to the
committee on special libraries.

S0, six new sub-committees had the task of realising as much as
possgible of the wishes and demands voiced in the sections of the
Congress, We will look at each of them to see how much they achieved,
The ‘discussion was closed with a vote of thanks to the organizers of
the Congress and an expression of gratitute to the Rockefeller

Foundation and the Carnegie Corporation for their gi fts of money.

B. Follow-up of the Congress, 1935 - 1939.

The plenary sessions in the years after the Second World Congress,

would generally foilow,the same pattern as the meetings in the earlier
years, The resolutions of thé Congress provided a working—programme for
these years.

As the.agenda for the annual meetings was roughly ths same each
year, and the same as it had been before the Second Congress, I will
again take each item, in the same order, and follow its course of
development through the years before the war,

a. The Bureau,

According to the Statutes, the Executive Board was elected for a
term to expire not later than twelve months after the close of each
Congress., So, at the 1936 plenary session, a new Board had to be
elected., Mr, Bishop resigned as President. Mr. Godet was elected in
his place. Because of the important work he had done for the Federation,
Mr. Bishop was made an Honorary Preagident.

Mr. Godet's place as vice~president was filled by Mr., Xruss. The other
vice~president, Mr. Esdaile resigned and was succeeded by Mr, Schmidt,
Finally Mgr. Tisserant was made an Honorary member. Mr. Sevensma
remained Segretary, helped by Mr., Breycha-Vauthier, the legal librarian

of the League of Nations. The Bureau would corntinue to work in this
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formatien up to the Second World War,

b. Presidential Speéches.

In 1935 the Presidentiallsbeech was only short, as Mr. Bishop
thought that as much time as possible should be devoted to the
national reports, as there were more delegates present than ever bhefore,
In his speech he stated thatfthe Library Committee w-s now a well
established body, with regular meetings, and that it had done much
to give personal contact among the leading librarians of the world,
without which an effective iﬁtefnational collaboration in the field of
librarianship was not possible. Obviously, he too thought that the
. personal contact_ﬁas one of the most important achievements of IFLA up
to that momeﬁt.

In the years 1936 to 1938 Mr. Godet devoted much of his presidential
speeches to the problem of the relationship between libraries and the
new centres of documentation, The immediate cause of his concern was
an invitation, in 1936, of the French Union of Documentation
Organizations to take part in the World Congress of Documentation to be
held in Yaris in August 19}7.'Yet, of course, the relation of librarians
to documentalists was already a problem before. Mr. Godet stressed
that it was not Jjust a problem of cocoperation, to what extent it should
extent. The problem went much further: it touched "the essential role

1)

of 1ibraries’in the modern ﬂorld”._ Mr. Godet stressed the needs of
the modern society, which was changing so rapidly, and the role therein
of the periodicals, which he called the "Books in movement". Dealing
with the "incessant, torrentuous snd multiform" productidn in the form
.of books, articles, fiims, photographs and gramophone records created
many problems, which had resulted in the rise of this new concept of
'documentation Eentres'.

Mr., Godet tried to define these centres: "These are, we are told,
essentially active organizations, which assemble or use, whatever the
form, all the documents that are useful to their specialisms, and
which are supposed to be able to supply precise documentation, always
up-to-date, on any subject, particularly topical subjects, whether
scientific or economic, technical or practical, thanks to the richness

— i — oy

1) Actes, Vol. VIII, p. 13,
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of information they possess between them, doing this by checking
periodicals, registering articles, and composing collections of
leaflets, press cuttings and'photographs".j) Although the distinction
between these centres and libraries might be clear in cértain cases,
'documentation' had been going on in many libraries as a matter of
fact, without being distinguished from other library work. Yet, the
difference between traditionélulibraries and the new centres should
not be ignored. '""Yet, however disputable, the ideas of the documentalists]
are all the same, symptoms of'é'néw situation and new needs, and many
librarians of our old Europe; fixed in respectable but out-of-date
traditions, would be wise to pay attention to these new situations
and new needs, and to adapt to them, progressively, if they don't
want to see the current of modern 1ife and public interest turn away
from them in the end".z)Mr. Godet concluded that "Libraries and
documentation centres, to the extent in which they differ from each
other, are made to coopgrate”.B)

At the time of the 1937 plenary session, the World Congress of
Documentation had just finished. Mr. Godet mentioned in his speech
that the Congress had been attended by many librarians. It had resulted
in 21 resolutions, almost all of which were of importance to librarians.
The rest of his speech was mainly devoted to a reflection on the
growing number of union catalogies, and on the possibilities of.
photography for library work,

In ﬁis 19%8 speech, however, Mr. Godet returned to the problem of
the relation between libraries and centres of documentation, According
to the French Union of documentation Offices, documentation meant:
"192tablisement, la recherche, la réunion et l'utilisation des
documents".q) If one accepted this definition; libraries would only
be one particular kind of documentation, and there need be no problem,
Eowever, 'documentalists!' tended to take the word in a much more
restricted sense, making i1t impossible to equate libraries and
documentation centres. The main characteristics of the centres were:
specialisation, up~to~dateness, utility and mechanisation. They dealt
with e.g. analysing periodicals, distracting important information,

1) Actes, Vol, VIII, p. 14/15.
2) Actes, Vol. VIII, p. 15.
3) Actes, Vol. VIII, p. 15.

4) Actes, Vol. X, p. 13, "to search for, collect, house and utilise

-documents™,
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rarticularly nuwmbers, statistics etc., making abstracts, translations,
etc., Libraries do offer a service in some fields, e.g. local studies,
which is really documentation., Yet, on the whole libraries do not have
the money or time for 'documentation' activities, and part of it is
beyond tﬁeir field of work anyway. Also, 1f documentation may be useful
in some subject-fields, there are other subjects where the iﬁstitution
cannot and should not do the senalysing for the client, as the essence
of the service is in enabling the contact of the reader with the
actual sources. In pracfice the "difference often lies not so much

in the actual facts, as in the attitude of the functionary, who as
‘documentalist' is inspired more by considerations of utility, and as
traditional -librarian more by the interests of culture."q)

Mr. Godet thought that centres of documentation formed a useful
development which would continue in the future. He thought that the
main cause of troubles was the difference mentioned between the
theqery, where documentation engulfed all, and the reality whefe it
only occupied a small part. Mr. Godet would like to see centres of
documentation and libraries living side by side as peaceful and
cooperating neighbours,

As could be expected, the 1939 meeting was strongly influenced
by the political atmosphere of the time. Therefore it should not
surprise us that Mr. Godet's speech also referred to the problems of
the time. The president first talked about the divisions in the
world, The world was divided, not only politically, but also in the
genefal concept of life, one part giving priority to the State, and
the other part giving priority to the individual. As for libraries
this division led to two opposite ways of directing library services,
The first opinion led to the subordination of intellectual activities
to political aims., Libraries were used as a means to instruct the
readers in a particular philosophy and way of life, selecting both
books and readers fof this aim. Librarians had to be devoted to the
ultimate cause. On the other side, librarians would try to proﬁote
free study and free thinking offering all kinds of thinking and all
philosophies for the reader to choose and Judge.

1) Actes, Vol. X, p. 17.
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Mr. Godet stressed that this was of course a simplification, and
that the reﬁlity was much more divers and complex, showing many shades,.
However, there were also still many communal things, tying librarians
together, rather than dividing them. First of all, there was a common
cbject: the Book. In this context the International l.oans Scheme, to
which Germany in particularly contributed a great deal, was very
important. Secondly, librarians held and had a duty to guard a

technique, together, To keep this alive, and to develop it, international

contact and consultation was essential. '"We feel, among us, the existence

of a more elevated, more impersonal and.stronger bond: servants, in

. spite of everything, of the same culture, animated by the same piety

for thetreésﬁres.of the spirit, we are all, because of our function

as lib}arians, guardians responsible for the same sanctuary, elevated

above the events of the day and the historical situations of the

moment. Because of our function, we are in fact devoted to the same

noble duties, and if needed, called upon to make the same sacrifices."j)
In these difficult times, Mr. Godet would like to re-establish

the term of -'conservator' for librarian; librarians as conservators

of the intellectual and moral values which are passed on fram one

century to the next and for which the book is only a vehicle, These

values would always need saving in times of crises so that humanity

can carry on humanising Man, which is the essence of civilisation.

It is difficult to judge the value of Mr. Godet;s gpeech now, At
the time it was probably important to say something on the situation,
ag to ignore it was impossible. Qur best judge is perhaps the Dutch
delegate, Mr. W. lLeendertz, who reported that Mr. Godet's speech
was very impressive., It was applauded loudly by the majority of the
delegates, apart from the Germans, who voiced a protest. However,
their objections do not seem to have led to a major incident.e)
We get the impression that Mr. Godet was the kind of man who could
voice fairly strong opinions with sufficient tactfulness, So that
nobody could really feel offended,

As to this earlier speeches; he no doubt contributed to the
discussion on the relationship between libraries and centres of
1) Actes, Vol. XI, p. 15/16
2) Bibliotheekleven, 1939, p. 176,
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documentation; a discussion which would go on for a long time yet.
Here again his tactful and careiul wording must have made his
discourses acceptable to both parties concerneds By seeing and using
the possibilities of the presidential speech for stimulating
discussion on important librarx matters, Mr. Godet made, I think, an
impertant contribution to the Federation.

c. Secretary's report,

Mr, Sevensma continued to report on the pctivities of the Bureau,
in the same way as before, In 1935 the plenary session was attended
by a record number of 65 delegates. In the years after the Congress
the attendance remained fairly good, with an average of ca. 50
‘ delegates. The number of members continued to grow slowly. By 1937,

the rederation counted 43 members, from 32 countries. However, by
1938 the Federation had lost a member, as Austria no longer had its
own independent library association.

The Actes continued to be published each year in The Hague, and
thg number of copies gold continued to rise. Vol, VI contained &
cumulative index, as this was the end of the first series; with the
gsecond Congress, a second series of Actes was started.

In 1935 a new revised list of Members of IFLA was published. By 1938

‘the Bureau was again asking for the latést information on the member-—
associations, in order to prepare a new edition of the List, This new
Liaet was published in 1939, Apart from the details of the members,

it also contained the Regulations on International Loans and a list
of all the libraries adhering to this scheme.

The proceedings of the Congresé caused some problems., The Bureau
was only responsible for some of the volumes., The rest of the
manuscripts reMained in Spain and could not be obtained, because of the
Spanish Civil War. Only in'193? did Spain manage to supply 200 coples
of Vol., III of the Proceedings, to be sold from The Hague.

The Bureau was again responsible for the distribution of a number
of documents to the members. In 1937 Mr. Sevensma reported having
sent to members: the text of the Regulations on International Loans,

with models of the forms to be used, accompanied by a demand for
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adhesion; Mr. Godet's report on International Loans, as presented at
the Congress, printed as a panphlet; and the rules for uniform

libtrary statistics with a re@uest to select two libraries willing to
give their statistics for 1935 and 1936. The Bureau of ‘course collected
the answers to the demand for statistics and the adhesions to the
International Loan regulations.

In 1939 Mr., Sevensma mofed to Leiden (Netherlands) where he became
University Librarian. However, he did continue his work for IFLA from
his new.seat, while Mr., Breycha-Vauthier continued to help him from
Geneva., The Federation took the occasion of this move, and the sixtieth
birthday of the Secretary to honour him by instituting the Sevensma
Price. 7

The finances of the Federation did not give any particular problems
iqlthe years 1935 to 1939. Mr. Sevensma must again have worked very
hard and very thoroughly. The Federation certainly had much %o thank
him for, ;

d. Discussions of resolutions.

Unlike the resolution of the first Congress, the execution of the
resolutions of the Second World Congress had all in some way been
referred to a Sub-committee., The actual resclutions were never again
discussed as such., International lLoans was the only matter to ke
discussed seperately. We will the;efore only ceonsider this last matter,
before moving on to the work of the sub-committees. |

International Loan.

Before the 1936 meeting the Bureau distributed to members the
rules of International Loans, as these had been formulated at the
Congress in Spain, with projected loan-forms, information-regquest~forms
and labels. The Bureau also sent a report by Mr. Abb on the matter
of international loans. Mr. Godet had written the regulations and
composed the forms. The Sub-committee on legal matters involved
considered these regulations and added some comments. Mr, Abb's report
appeared to be along similar lines. At the 1936 seseion, the committee
congidered the propositions and managed to come to agreement on

Regulations for International Loans. (see Actes, Vol. VIII, p. 99—110).1)

- ——— . ——

1) see Annex V.
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The Committee also accepted the forms, which would be printed in the
language of the country using them, with a translation in French.

Of course, each country would have to decide whether the national
association could accept the regulations and which libraries would
join the scheme. Therefore, the Regulations were published the
fellowing year, and distributed to the members, as Mr, Sevensma reported.
By Ehe time of the 1937 meeting a number of associations had answered
positively to the request for adhesion. More countries were expected
to adhere soon, such as Germany'and England, which were both very
important if the scheme were to be effective, A few countries reported
having miner problems with the adaptation of the rules, but apparently
none of thege were prohibitive,

At the 1938 segslion, it was reported that not all members had
answered yet. However, already the main libraries of 15 countries
had joined the scheme, and the delegates assured the Committee that
the.re were still more libraries intending to adhere. As we mentioned
before, the list of libraries adhering to the scheme was published in
the 1939 edition of the List of IFLA-members, together with the
Regulations of International Loans. By then the system functioned in
19 countries. The other countries were once again urged to join.

About six countries had provided statistics on their international
loans, as requested in article 9¢., of the Regulations. Mr, Godet
stressed the importance of fhese statistics, which could provide
useful information. He would like to see uniform statistics from
all countries for the coming year. According to the information
received, Poland, Switzerland, Holland and Hungary were the greatest
users of the German books.

Postal charges remained the main problem, but it was suggested
that_iibraries could often reduce the costs by making the best possible
use of the reductions for printed matter and by using the special
forms as gesigned by IFLA for the purpose. Also associations should
try to approach the postal officials in thelr country, in order to
try and obtain better postal rates for international loans at the

next International Postal Congfess, where the internatiocnal arrangements
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for post would be revised.

I think we can say that the International Loan scheme was a major
achievement of the Federation in the years before the war, Many
important libraries took part in the system, which seema to have worked
fairly efficiently, although there were still problems. However, at
the very moment when the scheme would have had to begin to prove its
effectiveness, the war broke out,

e, Sub-committees.

The sub-committeeg did not report or meet in 1935, Presumably -
because there was already so much to discuss in relation to the
. Congress and because there were so many national reports. So, our
discussion of the sub-committees starts with 1936. We will first look
at the sub-committees which existed before 1935, in the same order as
before, and next at the new committees created in 1935;' .

I. Sub-committee on the exchange of librarians.,

We saw that this sub-committee did not present a report in 1933,

" nor in 1934, In fact the committee seemed to have disappeared completely,
till it suddenly reappeared at the 1939 meeting. Apparently it had not
died completely, for it still had a president, namely, Mr. Bishop.

At the 1939 session, Mr. Sevensma read a note from Mr. Bishop, saying
that it would be interesting if exchanges could be organized between
library directors or their deputies or other senior personnel, rather
than junior personnel, as had bheen done before, This would give

senior librarians g chance to get acquainted with the functioning of
foreign institutions, The Actes do not say whether this suggestion

was followed by any discussion. Perhaps it was felt to be a good idea,
but not very opportune, )

IT. Sub-committee on professional training.

This committee, too, was silent in 1933‘and 1924, It seems to hgve
died a gquiet death. The subject would be studied again after the war.

IIT. Sub-committee on Public Libraries.

We saw that this sub-committee managed to secure a fair deal of
attention for Public Libraries at the Second World Conference. At the
Congress many countries provided information on the situation as to

public libraries. All this information would be published in Volume
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III of the Proceedings of the Congress. As this volume had not

appeared yet in 1936, the sub-committee decided to wait for the

pubiication, before taking further action. Unfortunately, Vol. III

wés one of the manuscripts which remained in Spain during the Civil

War, It was only in 1939 that Mr. Sevensma reported 200 coples of

Vol. III on aale at the publishers in The Hague. Therefore it should

not surprise us that .there Wwas no report from the sub-committee in

1937 either. However, the I.I.I.C, had published a report, interesting

to public libraries: "Mission sociale et intellectuelle des

bibliothéques populaires™,

Mr. Schuster remarked that interesting guestions for public libraries

to be discussed'infernationally would concern the fields of interests

of readers in the various countries, what foreign languages were read,

etc, It would be useful to hold an enquiry into these matters.

A resolut;on was adopted, stating that the Sub-committee should hold

an enquiry into the fields of interests of the public library:readers

all over the world. It should deal with the following questions:

- which subject was most in demand during the last year? What was the
order of priority of the other subjects?

- what was the proportion fiction - non-fiction?

- which foreign languages were reaa? which one most, and in which order
the other languages?

-~ which'were the five most asked for worke?

Any further information and comments would also be useful. Answers

from a limited number of representative libraries were considered

gufficient, The inquiry would have to be repeated in coming years.,

‘The Institut fur Leser- und Schrifttumskunde in Leipzig would deal

‘with the realisation of the project.

In 1938 Mr., Schuster presented a‘report. The prepatory work had
already given interesting information. He proposed to carry on his
enquiry through the help of the German Ihstitute and two other
institutes, namely the Graduate Library School of Chicage University
and the School of Librarianship of lLondon University. The Committee

agreed that this would be a good idea, Mr., Godet would like to use

4
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the enguiry fo obtain comparative figures which might help to judge
whether there was a 'crisis of the book' or not. Whether Mr. Schuster's
figures would be helpful for "that purpose, would have to be seen,

At the 1939 meeting, Mr. Schuster explained how the enqﬁiry was.
being c¢onducted by the three institutions., In America the work was
done in great detail, In Germany, however, the scope of the survey
would be more limited. Unforfunately, the enquiry would never be
finished.

IV. Sub-committee on the exchéngé of theses,

At the 1936 meeting it was decided to wait for the publication of
the relevant volume of the Proceedings of the Congress, as this would
contain various interesting reports.

In 1937, Mr,. Emler proposed the following resclution:

"University .theses are more and more the object of keen interest
and the scientific libraries more and more desire to receive
them. A certain numbér of countries do not demand theées to
be printed and can therefore not offer their theses for exchange.

| However, i1t is hoped that these countries would not have to do
without foreign theses,

We propose therefore that these countries should pay the
cost of sending them theses, and to invite them to send in
exchange official scientific publications, conforming to lists

1)

composed for this purpose.,'

This resolution wae adopted. Next, the sub-committee was renewed, as
some members had left, and others had lost contact with the issue,

At the 1938 meeting there was no report from the sub-committee.
However, the issue was discussed. Mr, Abb stated that more and more
institute-libraries and universities desired to obtain fo;eign theses.
However, this was not possible as these institutes had thekchange
material to offer. Mr. AbB thought that the collection of foreign
theseés should be restricted to the Central University libraries.

These éentralrcollections should be strengthened and extended,
It was remarked that a list of all universities which had ~theses for

exchange would be useful. It was also hoped that it would be possible

-y A8 B B e
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to publish a list of the publications available from the various

institutions in the different countries., Such lists could best be

published in e.g. national library journals. Mrs. Fallot stated that
the I.I.I.C. was already trying tc collect such information. They would
contact the syb-committee.

At the 1939 meeting it was reported that Mr. Umler had resigned
as chairman. Mr, Guinard was elected to succeed him., Mrs. Duprat read
a report by Mr. Guinard, This stressed the importance of lists, such
as mentioned in 1938, It would be useful to have an alphabetical list
of libraries involved by country and town, and an alphabetical list
of publications offered.

In his fepoft, Mr. Guinard expressed his amazement at not having
heard anything since he had belonged tc the sub-committee for a year,
This is not.surprising, as we saw that the sub-committee had not
produced a proper report since the Congress. Mr., Guinard expressed
the following wishes:

- that in each suE—committee a permanent contact should be established
between the chairman and the members - who often do not know each
other.

- that each sub-committee should meet at least once a year, before
the annual session of the Committee, to examine the questions in
ﬁand at leisure and thoroughly and to be able to present the results
of its wofk to the Committee,

Mr, Guinard's obvious dissatisfaction with the working of the sub-

committees was not something new, as we know. His wishes were very

sensible and really needed to be voiced once more. However, a more
effective working pattern for the sub-committees would only be

established after the war, .

Finally Mr. Godet concluded that the sub-committee would extent
its activities to university publications other than theses, but not
to the publications of learned societies,

V. Sub-committee on the statistics of publications,

At the 1936 meeting, Mr. Muscowski, who was still the president

of this sub-committee, presented a report by Mr. Rulikowski, proposing
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that the sub-ccmmittee sheould change its methed of working. Instead

of making a standard form fO#statistics, 1t should become a kind of |
Supreme Court, judging matters relating to such statistics and
recommending the best features of national statistics to other countries
for imitation, thus slowly working towards unification. In the discussion|
Mr. Rodowicz stressed the need to standardize the systematic clasases l
used in the statistics, and the meaning of terms such as ‘book’',
'papphlet', 'periodical'.

In 1937 it was reported thaf Mr, Muszkowski would stop his work
as delegate to IFLA and as president of the sub~committee. Mr., Uhlendahl
was appointed in his place as chairman. Two new members were appoihted..
As we might have expected; the sub-committee, having lost its president,
had no report to offer. '
Mr. Uhlandahl as the new president started work on the issue with |

fresh energy. At the 1928 meeting he presented a report, stressing

the connection between statistics of publications and national
bibliographies. As he thought that the realisation of full uniform |
statistics was a long way off, he suggested to start by trying to
establish a more simplified form of statistics, e.g.: |
a., independent works (books, pamphlets, compilations, series),
b, periecdicals,

Ce Newspapers,

d. works of art and reproductions,

e. geographical maps,
f. musical scores.

Once such statistics had been achieved, the information could be
subdivided into various categories, such as:

a, language,

b. originals and translations,

c. first editions, later editions and reprints,

d. books, pamphlets, ‘
e. subjects,

f. publishers,

g. periodicity.
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One should work from the general to the specific. If the various
countries could first produce the gemneral statistics, they could
perhaps eventually come to such detailed universal statistics as

’

devised by Mr., Muszkowski,

Mr. Uhlendahl was encouraged by the Committee to carry on along these
lines. )

At the 1839 session, Mr, Uhlendahl reported on the progress with
his scheme, The division of publications into six clearly definable
categories, as suggested by him in 19%8, had been tried for the
compilation of statistics in Holland, Switzerland and Germany. Mr.

. Uhlendahl drew a_few conclusions:

- in order to achieve a reasonable impression of the situation, both,

the national bibliographieg and the library statistics should be
considered in combination;

- to start with, a good impression of the production of publications in
one particular year was needed, to function as material for
comparison;

- 1t would be useful if more countries could use the simplified scheme
and produce statistical information for 1938,

Representatives of France, Sweden, Norway, Holiand, Switzerland, {

Denmark and Japan promised to cooperate with the scheme. Qbviously, ;

it was generally thought to be a realistic and useful undertaking.

Although the work would have to be stopped in the next few years,

the idea of these six categories was taken up again in 1947,

VI, Sub-committee on library statistics.

This sub-committee was very little effected by the Second World
Congress. At the 1936 meeting, Mr. Leyh expressed his wish to continue
his work, and in particular to see, from 1935 onwards, annual
international library statistics, published by the Federation, The ;
outline as composed by Mr, Leyh before the Congress, was sent to all ]
members. The kinds of libraries for which it should apply, was left

to the members to be decided,

It was suggested that Mr. Leyh should seek contact with the

directors of large libraries to try and encourage the use of
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standardized statistics. As we suggested before, the standardization
of library reports would also be useful. Mr. Leyh's project could
produce a very interesting piece of work, but many delegates expected
difficulties to arise. ’

It was decided that the Bureau would ask members to compose
library statistics according to the scheme, for one or two libraries
in each countfy, starting from 1935,

In 1937, Mr. Leyh reported having received statistics from 8
countries, on 13 libraries. Answers from 5 more libraries had been
promised. In the discussion it was stressed that uniform library
. statistics could only be achieved, if libraries were willing to try
and use Mr.‘Leyh's scheme, and to state the problems encountered on
paper. That was the only way to find out.

Since so little information on 1935 had been received, it was
decided that libraries should compose statistics for 1938 and send
these to Mr. Leyh. '

By 1938, Mr, Leyh was losing heart; He had received information
from 14 countries, but this was not enough to draw any conclusions.
He thought that the Committee ought to decide whether the work should
be carried on or not, If it should be, he would like to see a repre-
sentative from each country responsible for the statistics, who should
get into touch with hiwm.

After some discussion it.was decided that the questionnaire should
be reduced. A. shorter, simplified list of gquestions would be sent
to all meﬁbers, asking them once more to give the statistical information
for 1939. However, this does not mean that the Committee pronounced
itself definitely in favour of continuing the work. Nor was any
promise made as to naticnal representatives.

By the 1939 meeting, Mr, Leyh reported having received very few
responses. It_is therefore not surprising that he expressed the wish
to resign. Particularly the refusal of America and England had been
very disappointing to him._Eveﬁ if these countries could only fill
in a small part of the questionnaire, their answers would have been

interesting and helpful; even 1f they themselves did not see the use.
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However, Mr. Leyh's resignation was not accepted. The Committee
unanimously favoured the continuation of his work, basing his conclusions
on the information received. After the war his work for the sub- I
committee would finally be taken over by others, .

VII, Sub-~committee on hospital libraries,

After the Second World Congress, the sub~committee on hospital
libraries carried on alonr the same lines ,s before., Many important
reports would be published iu Vol., III of the Proceedings of the I
Congress, but these were not éﬁaiiable vyet in 1936. It was reported
that the Guild of llospital ILibrarians had been transformed into an
International Association of Hospital Libraries, during the international
lpongress of hospital libraries in May 1936. In view of the fear that
economical crises might cause‘problems'for many hospital libraries,

Mrs. Roberts expressed the following wish:

"The International Library Committee expresses the wish that
the greatest possible efforts are made in all countries to
organize and support hospital libraries, as these libraries
as considered.a social service of the first order, because of
their usefulness for the sick.”j)

This resolution was adopted unanimously.

As usual, Mr. Lemaitre presented a report on the development of
hospital libraries in various countries. In France a National
Committee of hospital libraries had been founded,

Mr. Lemaitre again presented the report in 1937. The internaticonal
congress of hospital lihraries held in 1936 had had a useful influence
in attracting public attention. It would be desirable if a committee

were created in each country to stimulate the creation and deﬁelopment

of these libraries. The National Guild of Hospital Libraries in London
would be glad to help such committees. The report alsc gave the latest
developments in a number of countries.
Mr. Sevensma presented Mrs, Roberts' report on the International Guild,
which stressed among other thihgs the importance of volunteers in
hospital libraries. Copies of the quarterly review of the Guild, the

| '*Book Trolley' were distributed,

At the 1938 meeting, members were reminded of the existence of the

1) Actes, Vox. VIII, p. 30. (translated from French by the author)
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International Guild of Hospital Libraries, in London. The report of
the Guild gave a brief summary of the position internationally. There
seemed to be widespread intefest, and progress was being made in many
places, It seemed that IFLA could help mainly by attradting attention
to the Guild and urging individual libraries to join.

In 1939, Mrs. Roberts' report on the International Guild stressed
the responsibility of hnspital authorities for establishing hospital
services., Mr, Lemaitre's report drew the attention to a publication
of the American Library Association 'The Hospital Library', which was
a new edition of 'Hospital Libraries'. The difference between the two
editions of this useful guide showed the developments in the field.
‘Mr. Lemaitre also summarized the develcpments in England, Ireland,
South-Africa and France. |

We can conclude that this sub-~committee continued to have the
same function it had before the Spanish Congress. Mr. Lemaitre's
reports continued to be useful for recording the situation and the
latest developments. Ctherwise, most of the work was still being
done by Mrs. Roberts and the Guild., Rather than trying to duplicate
this work, IFLA did indeed best by drawing the attention of members
to this Guild.

VIIiI. Sub-committee on the price and overproduction of periecdicals.

The Committee reported for the first time in 1937. Mr. Munthe
stated that the aim of the sub-committee would be to act in certain
cases by reporting to the Federation and/or writing to the publisher,
Cases concerned would be: ‘

- if higher prices were charged from foreigners than within the
country,

~ if publishers had a kind of monopoly in a field so that they could
charge exhorbitant prices, '

- 1f a periodical was filled with non-original material,

- .f the articles in a periodical should really be monographs,

-.if abstracting journals overlépped,

- 1f yearbooks were unnecessarily reprinted every year.



Mrs. Cunningham was doing a comparative study of international
periodical priceés, per page, to be able to come to a fair judgement,
‘The prices of German periodicals did not seem to be much above the
average any longer, -

Mr, Munthe again presented the report in 1937. Devaluation was
not helping library budgets, which were suffering under the burden
of subscriptions of new scigntific periodicals., The German publishers
had kept to the 25% reduction promised, but the situation was still
not satisfactory. One of the froﬁlems was formed by the "families of
periodicals™ whereby subscription to one periodical compelled the
library to subscribe to another periodical as well. This was obviously
wrong. The misuse of scientific periodicals to publish theses, which
was an encroachment on the free exchange, was being studied by Dr,
Holmberg. One case of unfair pricing was reported, namely the
International Who's Who, which was sold for much higher prices outside
England. The value of the work was doubted too. Mr. Munthe resigned,
this year, to be succeeded by Mrs. Cunningham,

At the 1938 meetiné a report by Mrs. Cunningham was presented.

She had made a detailed study of the price of German medical and
biological periodicals and had also surveyed French periodical prices,
The prices had inceased considerably in the last year, according to
her. 45 new journals had appeared in medicine and allied sciences in
the last year, The survey showed that nothing had been gained in
regard to further price decreases since 1935, and that some of the
ground gained since 1932 had been lost again, If this continued,
'subscriptions would have to be stopped again.

The report also drew attention to the need for a study of the
abstfacting publi¢ations in all countries, A Joint Committee composed-
of representatives of library assoclations and scientific societies
was going to work on this, in order to eliminate overlapping and
duplication., It would be helpful if the sub-committee would be willing
to cooperate, Also, librarians were continually complaining that it
wag difficult to obtain,iﬁformatioh on the publications of international

congresses, A yearly list of congresses, with data concerning the
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publication of proceedings ete. would be useful. The situation as
to theses in periodicals seemed to be better, but not yet solved.

A resolution was adopted; supporting the study of indexing and
abstracting services, and deciding that the Federation 'would nominate
~a representative for this work,

Mr. Sevensma drew the attention to the "Bulletin de renseignements
sur l'oeuvre des organisations internationales'" published regularly
by the League of Nations, This would contain much of the desired
information on congress proceedings.

Finally a resolution was adopted on the insertion of adverts in
periodicals on special pages. This matter was referred to the committee
on special iibréries.

For the 1939 meeting Mrs, Cunningham had again written a long and
detailed report. Prices of German periodicals had on the whole
slightly improved. New scientific periodicals continued to appear in
large numbers. International organizations such as IFLA shoulé do
all they could to make scientists aware of the inadvisability of new
journals, unless these réally filled an existing gap. '

Mrs. Cunningham presented IFLA at the first meeting of the Joint™
Committee on Indexing and Abstracting services, sponsored by the
American Library Association. It looked as if this committee was going
to do some very useful work. ,

Finally 1t is interesting to see that Mrs. Cunningham expressed
her appre;iation of the assistance and support in this work extended
by the members of the Sub-committee, This shows that Mrs. Cunningham
did not really do all the work, although on the other hand, it does
stress that the chairman did most of the work. She would continue to
work for this sub-committee after the war,

Altogether, we can say that the sub-committee did do some very
useful work in these years, by studying periocdical priceé, and high=-
lighting some of the problems, but we get the very strong impression
that we should say 'Mrs. Cunningham' rather than 'the Sub-committee'!

IXs Sub-committee on the legal problems of International Loans.,

This sub-committee was very short-lived. It presented its one and
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only report in 1937, having studied the following two guestions:

- the responsibility of the borrowing library in case of loss or
damage; ‘

- regulations concerning disagreements which might resflt from possible
damages.

They proposed a text to be printed on the back of the loan-form, to

deal with these eventualities., Their proposals were adopted.

X. Sub-committee on Speciél Libraries,

At the 1936 meeting, Mr. Lancaster-Jones presented the first
report. He analysed a number of problems: preserving of the sources,
adegquate bibliographies, the provision of abstracts and digests, and
thé provision of summaries of progress and of the stage of knowledge
reached at a given date; and he described ways of better organizing
information services., He also submitted a scheme for a world index to
gcientific and technical literature, brought to the notice of the
sub-committee by the Science Museum Livrary in London. The Science
Service, Washington, D.C. had submitted a programme of documentation
based on the use of microphotography.

It was remarked that the best results would be obtained if one
library did all the abstracting work for each small field of interest.

Mr. Lancaster-Jones again presented the report in 1937. He
surveyed the progress made in the field of bibliography during the
last year, drawing particular attention to the work done by the
Science Museum Library to further its scheme for a World Index to
Scientific and Technical Literature, He approved of the work done by
the I.I.D., which had arrived at adaptaticns of the Decimal
Classification, in collaboration with various specialised organizations,
with advantage to both parties, and while maintaining the unity of
the system., Further progress was recorded in the publication of this
system in English and German., Activities confinued in the production
of microphotographic apparatus and the application of this process
for libraries. In the compilation of 1ia£s of periodicale purporting
to relate to a specific subject, he thought it desirable to specify

in regard to each item:
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Information Bureaux. On that occasion the opportunity was taken to
have several informal discussions. We know that sub-committees hardly
ever met in between the annual sessions, for various reasons. It is
good to see that this sub-committee did take such opportunities for
informal discussions, so that presumably the annual report was not
completely the work of Mr. Lgncaster—Jones alone., This also stresses
the importance of letting conferences of allied organizations
coincide, in the same country. However, all this does not alter the
fact that the reports of this sub-committee in the years 1936 to
1939 were mainly the work of the chairman., The committee did not
‘achieve any thing tangible, but it probably fulfilled a useful
function in drawing attention to progress made in various countries
and in stimulating discussion and contacts. This same work would be
continued after the war, under a new chairman.

XI, Sub-committee on Parliamentary Libraries.

Mr. Damiani presented the first report. The committee had started
working immediately after the 1935 Congress. A questionnaire had been
sent to the parliamentary libraries of the various countries, in July
1935, asking for informtaion and suggestions on the following matters:
- coordaination of the methods of work and of publications,
~ rationalisation of legal-documentation,
~ editing of the summaries of the working of the wvarious Parliaments,
- amelioratioq of the exchange arrangements for offiaial publications,
- formation of parliamentary libraries, as organizations independent

of general parliamentary administration,

- parliamentary libraries and legal deposit.

Only a small number of answers had been received. It was suggested that

more answers might come, if the questionnaire was also sent to the
national associations, in the various countries.

We don't know whether any more answers to this questionnaire were
received dufing the following year, as the matter was not mentioned
at the 1937 meeting. There was no réport either. Instead there was
a long discussion which resulted in the decision to have 5 issues

studied. The reports from 5 reporters on these subjects would form

——
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the basis of a discussion at the next meeting. The issues chosen were:
- Governmental and parliamentary publications,
- legal deposit in parliamenfary and legal libraries,
- world exchange of parliamentary and legal information and publications,
- possibility of normalisation of references made by authors and

publishers,
- functioning of the 'Legislative Reference Service' of the Library

of Congress, |
The repérts on these subjects should be sent to the Bureau by March,
1st, 1938. Mr. Damiahi was appointed general reporter,

From the 1938 report of this sub-committee it becomes obvious that

only one of these reports was actually written., Miss Meyer gave a

survey of the origin, the history and the functioning of the 'Legislative]

Reference Service' of the Library of Congress., Of the other reporters,
only Mr., Childs, who should have reported on the first issue, did
something. He did not write a report, but hé did sent some information,
namely a pamphlet 'Library of Congress. An account of Government
document bibliography in the United States and elsewhere', which he
published in 1930; he aCCOmpanied this with some up-dated information,
He also sent the text of the 1937 agreement between the United States
and Mexico on the exchange of official journals and parliamentary
documents, and a pamphlet "The current recording of United States
Government Publications' published in 1937. T suppose altogether, Mr.
Childs thought that this information sufficiently covered the subject

he was supposed to studye.

The sub-committee had also received a report from Mr, Breycha-Vauthier
on the library of the League of Nations. The report of the sub-committee
presented at the 1938 meeting summarized these three surveys, Together
they showed the great importance of good relations between the directofs
of parliamentary information'sérvices, enabling them to stay informed

of new publications and interesting changes. A resolution was presented

asking the Federation to invite all directors of libraries and other

institutions interested. to get into contact with the Federation in

order to organize regular contacts between parliamentary documentation
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centres. The resolution also thanked Mr. Sevensma for his excellent
work in making the library of the League of Mations into what it was
now, and hoped that this library would continue to be accessible to
31l countries, and would continue to be so useful. Thid resolution
was adopted unanimously.

The first questionnaire, sent in 1935 and 1936 obviously had not
had much success, for in 1939 it was reported that another gquestionnaire
wag being prepared, which'wou;d ask for information on general methods
and instruments of documentation in parliamentary libraries, and also
information on bibliographies, institutions and persons which might
be helpful for research in the field of parliamentary and legal matters.
The information would be regularly up-dated and published. Whether
this questionnaire was ever sent is doubtful. The sub-committee
continued under a new president after the war, and this particular
survey wag never mentioned again,

The conclusion on this sub-committee is that it really tried very
hard to collect information and to have certain issues studied in
more detail, However, the respons was minimal, Hopefully the existence
of the sub-committee did give some supﬁort to the librarians concerned
and did stimulate discussion and contacts,

XII. Sub~committee on the normalisation in the field of books and

libraries.

Mr, Prinzhorn presented the report of this committee in 1936. e
thought that the sub-committee should deal with the standardization
of rules for alphabetical arrangements, the ordering of citations, the
useful form and shape of periodicals, the form of library cardas and
biblicgraphical cards, the transcription of foreign letters etc.
Much of this also interested the I.I.D., but many members of the sub-
committee belonged to that Institute too, so it would be possible to
prevent duplication of efforts. The International Standards Association
and the International Committee of Scientific Organizations also dealt
with standardization, so duplicating their work must be avoided too,
From France it was reported that a special committee was studying

the elaboration of rules for alphabetical lisgts, Rules for the ordering
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of personal names and names of commercial firms would be published soon.

At the 1937 meeting, Mr. Prinzhorn feported that the sub-committee
had now also become a committee of the I.I.D, in order to be as effective
as possible in the field of standardization. It had been decided to
form special committees in each country responsible for the execution
of the standardization. Thirteen countries had already appointed
chairmen for such committees. On the programme of the joint IFLA-I.I.D.
committee were rules for alphabetical ordering, transliteration, rules
for citations, the shape of périodicals etc.; in fact the same kind of
programme as the original IFLA sub-committee had envisaged for itself.
To avold duplication, Mr. Prinzhorn would get into contact with the
sub—committee on the unification of cataloguing rules, on the issue
of transliteration. .

In 1928 it was reported that the joint IFLA-I.I.D. committee had
now come under the supervision of the International Standards
Association. As 'ISA~committee 46 Documentation' it had its secretariat
with the Cerman committee for standardization.

The committee's first task would be to ensure the execution of the
already existing international standards, Thisconcerned theinterrational
rules for abbreviation of periodical titles, the ordering on lists
of periodicals, and the shape of library cards and bibliographical
cards. These matters would be discussed at the meeting of the sub-
committee during the F.I.D. conference in September 1938 in Englaﬁd.

The other tasks of the committee would also be discussed there. The
committee would report regularly on the progress of the various issues
in the library pericdicals.

At the 1939 session, Mr. Prinzhorn reported on the meeting of
‘the ISA-committee 46 in September 1938 in London. It was decided that
the rules for the abbreviation of pericdical titles and the rules
for the ordering of lists of periodicals would be proposed for
ISA-recommendations. Mr, Damiani's work on transliteration had been
distributed and would be discussed in the various countries. To stimulate
the discussion on rules for alphabetical ordering, countries had been

asked to establish national rules, if these did not exist as yet.
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Normalisation in the field of photographic reproduction was also
discussed. Particularly in Germany and America good progress was being
made in the field of standardization.

In the discussion the attention was drawn to a new format for
catalogue cards, being introduced in some new libraries. It was
stressed that this development should be stopped as much as possible,
as 1t threatened uniformity;

It is difficult to compare this sub-committee with the other IFLA
sub-committees since it really became an ISA committee. After the war
it would continue as a committee of the International Standards Organi-
zation, Of course it was a good thing, that IFLA did not try to have
its own committee, .duplicating the work of others. The effectiveness
0of the committee in these yeéré is hard to measure, since the adoption
of the wvarious rules in the different countries was of course a slow
process. No doubt it stimulated such execution, by discussing the
value of the rules and stimulating the devising of more rules, and by
reporting on the progress made, Standardization continues to be a
major concern in international librarianship.

XIII. Sub-committee on the unification of cataloguing rules.

Mgr, Tisserant had been appointed chairman of this sub-committee,
He reminded the committee of the important work done by the Vatican
library in the field of cataloguing rules. A code was published in
1920, which was being tried‘out in various countries, Collaboration
between the Vatical Library and IFLA could be very profitable,

As mgr. Tisserant was, however, leaving the Vatical Library and also
his work for IFLA, he resigned as president in 1936 and was succeeded
by Mr. Bishop. '

Mr. Rodowicz reported that Mr. Sustrac had done some work on the
unification of cataloguing, for the I.I.D., but that the Institute
had decided to leave this matter to IFLA. However, mr. Sustrac's work
ought to be considered. He had devised a kind of auxiliary code,
to be used for international works, which should help to make the
national codes more simple and more precise. Mr. Godet assured Mr,

Rodowicz that Mr. Sustrac's work would certainly be studied.




~96-

Apparently, not Mr. Bishop, but Mr. Metcalf took over the
presidency of the sub-committee. He presented the report in 1937. He
stated that a study should bé made of the existing national or
international codes. He realigzed that it would be a loﬁg time before
any kind of international agreement would be achieved, Five topics
had been singled out for consideration:

1. language question. Would it be possible to find a code which could
transcend the language barriers? The sub-committee was undertaking
the ﬁreparation of a glossary of cataloguing terms in at least four
languages: English, French, German, Italian. The Vatican Rules and
the Prussian Instructions should also become available in 4
languages, as.should the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules.

2. The theories and policies behind various rules should be studied,

%. The sub-committee should act as a clearing-hcouse for information
on the subject.

4. Transliteration  should be studied.

5. The problem of cataloguing musical scores, and of other special
cataloguing codes should be studied,

Mr. Lemaitre announced that his French-English-German vocabulary of

library terms would soon appear. Mr. Kruss reported that the Prussian

Instructions would soon be translated into English and Greek, The

Vatican Rules had already been translated into various languages.

In 1938 Mr. Metcalf'é report contained a study of various cata-
loguing éodes.and the policies for using them. There was also a
statement on cataloguing in the United States. It was suggested that
similar reports should be prepared by other countries each year, and
should be published., Mr. Metcalf's report also contained a useful
list of books, periodicals and reports on catgloguing published in 1937,

The report presented in 1939 consisted of two parts: first a
statement on the international cataloguing situation, based on letters
from Committee members, and second a statement on cataloguing in the
United States in 1938, prepared by Mr. Russell of the National Archives.
Good progress 1in fhis.field wag reported from France. The sub-committee

intended to try and combine the best elements of the various codes
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into a code of its own.

This sub-committee did some useful work in these years before the
war, by registering various codes, stimulating knowledge of these
codes and their translation into other languages and' imitiating the
study of the pros and cons of the different systems., Like most
committees it also fulfilled a useful funciion in acting as a
clearing-house for information on the subject. The members of the
committee seem to -have been helpful in supplying Mr. Metcalf with
information on the situation in'their country. The sub-committee would

carry on in the same vein after the war.

Some conclusions on the working of the sub-committees.

If we try to sum up the .work of the sub-committees in the years
1935 to 1939, the picture is neither too favourable nor too
disappointing. The sub-committees basically continued to work in the
same manner as they did in the early years. Meetings in between the
annual sessions were almost unknown. Good exceptions were the committee
-on special libraries and the committee on standardizations, but in
both cases the members met on the occasions of other conferences or
meetings; not because the sub-committee of IFLA had decided that it
needed te come together. Reports continued to be written by the
chairmen, If a president resigned there was usually no report. A new
chairman would be appointed at the annual meeting, who would present
his first report at the next session., Often a new president would
start to work along new lines. This lack of continuity, which of course
made progressa slow, could also be seen in regard to other members of
the committees, so that it was usual for members of a committee
hardly to know each other. The best sub-committees seem to have been
those committees of which the members regularly reported to the
chairman on the situation in- their country in relation to the particular
issue., This at least enabled the -chairman to give a good survey of the
gegenral situation, in his report,

Yet, the picture is not just bleak. All sub-committees did fulfill

a useful function as c¢learing-houses for information on their subject.
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This really was gquite important. They also stimulated thought and
discussion and broﬁght together people from all over the world working
in particular fields or particular kinds of libraries., This must have
been a great help to many librarians. ’

Of course tangible results were very few. That such results are
very difficult to achieve in an international context, is well-known,
Therefore 1t was all the moré encouraging that IFLA did achieve one
gsuch actual result in setting up the International Loan Scheme, And
it was all the more disappointing fhat the war put a stop to it.
Disappointing was also the lack of support given to some very useful
. schemes, such as Mr, lLeyh's projects for library statistics and the
minimal respons received to gquestionnaires such as that sent out by
the sub-committee on Parliamentary libraries. However, some very useful
studies were undertaken, such as Mrs. Cunningham's studies on periodical
prices, and some very helpful reports were presented. Very encouraging
was also the cooperation with other organizations, avoiding duplication
of efforts,

As to the resolutions of the Spanish World Congress, the picture
is not very clear. The various sub-committees created as a result of
the resolutions did none of them actually attempt to realize particulaf
recommendations. They all took their tasks as concerning the general
field of their particular subject. This was probabaly the only
possible course of action. Attempting the execution of a particular
recommendation without first exploring the general field of interest,
would probably not have led to any results anyway. The Congress had
highlighted a number of problem-areas, which needed particular
attention. This attention they received through the sub-committees.
Only a few resolutions which were not .covered by committees, were
forgotten altogether,

So, in the end, the result of five years work wos quite reasonable,
considering that five years only really means five times two or three
days in which to meet, report, discuss, decide and leave again, and all
that in an atmosphere of growing unrest and disillusion with

-

international contacts.
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f, Reports from other crganizations,

In the early years it had only been the I,I.I.C, which sent a
delegate to the Federation's ﬁeetings and reported at the plenary
session on the Institute's activities. After the Second World Congressa,
however, two other orpanizations began to sent a representative of
their organization to the annual meetings of IFLA, namely the
International Institute of Documentation, which .would change its
name to Federation Internationale de Documentation (F.I.D.), and the
International Committee of Agricultural Libraries, Moreover, a
representative of the League of Nations was present at most meetings.

At the 1935 plenary session the I,I.I1.C. was still the only
outside body, reporting on its activities. Mr. Rossi drew the attention
to a number of publications of the Institute: "Guide des Services
nationaux de renseignements'", '"Bibliothéques populaires et loisirs
ouvriers" and "Réle et formation de bibliothécaires'. He also
mentioned that the Institute was undertaking a study on the social
and intellectual mission of public libraries.

At the 1936 meeting Mr. Sevensma reported that the International
Institute of Documentation had expressed a wish to collaborate with
IFLA, notgbly-by sending representatives to each others meetings,
Moreover, the I.I.D. offered to cooperate with IFLA's sub-committee
on uniform cataloguing rules. After some discussion, the Committee
adopted » resolution to the effectthat IFLA was willing to exchange
representatives with I.I.D. and to.cooperate in order to avoid
duplication of efforts., The International Committee of Agricultural
Librarians had alsc expressed a wish to collaborate with IFLA, The
representatives of both organizations would be present at all IFLA
annual meetings, up to the war.
the I.I.I.C. continued to send a delegate to each annual IFLA meeting.
Matters dealt with by the Institute in these years before the war
included: an investigation on legal deposit, a Guide to National
Unions of Documentation, an International Guide to Archives, the
publication "Mission sociale et intellectuelle des bibliothéques

populaires", a new edition of the Guide to national Information




-100-

centres, and a study of rural libraries, The Institute also undertoock

a project to have the Bibliographie de la France printed on cards. The

Institute intended to frequent publishers to publish with each
publication also a card to be used in the catalogues of libraries,

The IFLA committee discussed this plan, and judged it to be impossible
to execute., For us it is interesting to see that Cataleguing-in-~ '
Publication was being discussed in 1938, as the problem is still not
satisfacterily solved in 1976.

In 1936 the representative of the International Committee of
Agricultural Librarians explained the histery and constitution of
the Committee. Its tasks were to develop the work of agricultural
librarians By publicaticens, by devéloping an international centre of
agricultural bibliography at the International Institute of Agriculture,
and by other means of mutual aid between the agricultural librarians.,
The delegate also told something about the Committee's plans for the
future, By 1937, the representative could report that the Committee
had held its first meeting in August 1937 in Paris. They had published
the "Survey of current bibliographies on agriculture and allied
subjects". In 1938 the number of members had grown to 24, representing
20 countries. The World list of Agricultural Libraries and Documentation
Centres was expected to appear by the end of 1938, The publication of
this list could indeed be reported in 1939.

At the 1937 plenary session, a representative of the I.I.D.
presented a'report, stating what should be the functions of the Institute
a. clearing-house for bibliographical inforwmation,

b. coordination of methods,

c, auxillary centre for bibliographical documentaticn,

d. stimulate union catalogues - publish 1list of existing union
catalogues, _

e, diffusion of the idea of world documentation,

The delegate reflected on the relations between IFLA and the I.I.D.,

without,however, arriving at any clear distinctions or definitions.

He concluded that the efforts of libraries, special libraries, documen-

tation centres and archives cught to be united, He saw this as a task
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of the Institute. Mr., Godet answered that he was glad to see good
relations between IFLA and the I.I.D. and he tactfully remarked that
the relationship between libraries and documentation centres was
different in each country, ’

In 1938 Mr. Donker-Duyvis presented the report of the new Inter=-
national Federation of Documentation (F.I.D.,) He explained the
revision of the Statutes and the organization of the new Federation.
He also invited librarians to.participate in the next Conference of
the Federation, For more information he referred to the "I.I,D.
Communications" of which he distributed copies to anyone interested,

The same representative presented a report in 1939, stressing
the success 6f the 1938 Congress and the importance of the next
international conference to be held in Zurich in August 1939, The
report gave the latest developments of Univers&l Decimal Classification,
Work on this continued. Finally the representative drew the attention
again to the "F.,I.D.-communications” which gave detailed information
on all problems related to documentation. With their regular
conferences and the regular publication of their "communications"
F,I.D. certainly seems to have been already on the right road to
becoming an effective international organization.

g+ Various other resolutions.

Unlike during the years‘before'the Second World Congress, only a
swall number of other issues, unrelated to the work of the sub-
committees,cropped up during the years before the war, demanding
resolutions. _

a. In 1936 Mr. Sevensma reported that a letter had been received from -
the French Union of Documentation Organizations inviting IFILA to take
part in the_World Congress. of Documentation to be held in Paris, in
August 1937. He offered a report on the subject, stating that the
programme of the Congress sﬁéwed that 'essential library matters would
be discussed under new terms, '"Therefore I don't quite see how our
Federation could participate in a Congress of which the programme

shows s0 little interest and understanding of our professional work.”j)
However, it would of course be useful to know what exactly 'documentation

1) [Actes, Vol, VIIIL, p.43.
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meant to the organizers of the Congress; where the work of libraries
ended and the work of documentation began. It would be useful to grasp
the opportunity during the Congress to examine the point of view of
documentation, from the point of view oflibraries, in oxrder to come
to some practical and precise definition. Mr., Sevensma therefore
proposed not tp collaborate officially, but to hold the 1937
Committee's session in Paris at about the time of the Congress, to
enable librarians to attend the Documentation Congress.

After some discussion an énswer was decided on, stating:

"...The programme of the Congress contains a good number of
questions which touch libraries specifically, and which,
consequently, will return in the studies of IFLA. The Federation
will certainly recommend to its members to participate in the
Congress and to express in their reports everything libraries
have already done and can still do in the field of documentation.

However, the programme, in the elaboration of which IFLA
had not participated, oversteps in many points its field of
activity. It seems, to the Federation, much too excessive, and
can therefore, in many of its issues hot lead to any useful
discussion. Therefore, IFLA regrets that it cannot accord its
patronage to this Congress.”j)

In view of the objections raised by Mr. Sevensma this really seems to
me a fairly tactfully worded answer., The decision not to participate
officially was probably =~ very wise. Whether the librarians who did
attend the Congress were able to have any influence there, or whether
it made anybody any the wiser on the relations between libraries and
documentalists , is difficult to say. The Congress certainly raised
many questions relaked to libraries., However, as we saw, the discussion
on the relationship was not closed at this Congress, and the problems
were not solved. Perhaps the fairly good relationship of IFLA with
F,I.D. was one of the results. No doubt personal contacts between
workers in both fields were stimulated.

b. At the 1938 meeting Mr..Godet gave scome information on the work

of Mr. Grundtvig, who was elaborating the "International Manual of

1) Actes, Yol. VIII, p. %7 (transl. from French).

Ja
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Special Bibliography" with the help of HMr, Vortius. Mr. Godet stressed
the evident usefulness of the work and asked the Committee to suggest
how Mr, Grundtvig and Mr. Vortius could best be helped. After some
discussion a resolution was adopted to the effect that the member-
associations should help the work, either by each charging a gualified
person to collaborate with Mr. Grundtvig and Mr. Vortius, or by putting
them into contact with a ceﬁtral institution, or an institution
specialised in bibliographical mgtters, which would consent to cooperate,
As there is no further mention of the "Manual™ in the Actes up to the
war, it is impossible to know whether Mr. Grundtvig and Mr. Vortius

did get the help they needed,

c. As we mentioned before, the Committee decided to take the occasion
of Mr. Sevensma's move from Geneva to Leiden and his sixtieth birthday
to honour him and thank him for all he had done so far, by the creation
of a Sevensma Prize, in 193%2. The price would be paid, every two years,
from a fund to be established. The Price would be given for the best
study on a set subject -~ a subject which would relate to Libraries and
Practical Life, as this subject had always occupied Mr. “evensma. A sum
of 10,000 Swiss francg had already béen collected which would form the
basis of the fund.

The scheme was offered  to Mr. Sevensma, as a kind of present, |
immediately after the presentation of his report., Mr. Sevensma expressed
his sincere thanks for this honour. The practical details were discussed
at the end of the session. The Statutes for the Price were accepted l
unanimously. It was decided that the first theme would be announced
at the 1940 session. The first decision of the jury would be taken
at the 1941 meeting. The article-should have a length of 50 to 100
pages. It was suggested that IFLA should publish the winning article.

‘s

The competition would only be open to members of asscociations belonging
to IFLA, under the age of forty. So, the Price was explicitly meant to
stimulate the younger members of the profession. Altogether, the
institution of this "Prix Sevensma' was a very good idea, and a very

good way to honour & mapn who had done so much for the Federation,
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h., Next Congress.

As before, the choosing of a place to hold the next annual meeting
never created any majcr problems in theyears 1935 to 1939. Again,
there always was at least one invitation. Both China ard India invited
the Committee to come to their countries in 1936, Although everybody
agreed thatit would be a good idea to hold the session in a non-
ILuropean country, mwost asscciations said that they would not be able
to afford sending a delegate that far, in those difficult times. So,
an invitation from Poland had to be accepted, insteag. In 1937 the
meeting was held in Paris, to coincide with the World Congress of
Documentaticn, In 19328 it was held in Brussels, and in 1939 in The

Hague and Amsterdam,

Already in 1935 Germany invited ITLA fto hold the next VYWorld Congress

in Germany in 1940, to coincide with the Gutenberg celebration of 500
years printing. However, no decisicn was taken at that stage. The
Uerman invitation was finally accepted in 1938, The Conference would
be held in Berlin, Leipzig, Frankfurt and Mainz. The Congress would
concentrate on library users, i.e. all questicns were to be considered
from the point of view of the users. The Motto was to be "The Library
and i1ts Users'., Particular attenticn woﬁld be paid ta microphotography
and cther methods of reproducticn, and their uses of libraries.

At the 1939 meeting the date of the Congress was set as August
3 - 12, Although most of the delegates present at the 1939 session
did not for a moment believe that it would be possible to hold an
International Congress in 1940, least ¢f all in Germany, the
preparations and discussions on the:programme did continue. Apparently
nobody dare to speak the truth out loud. Presumably, the Bureau
dropped the preparations quietly, sometime during the following months.
The Comnmittee would not meet again till 1947,

i, National reports.

As bvefore, the delegates from the wvaricus countries continued to
present thelr annual national reports, which were always published
in the Actes, They remained cne of the most important means cof
informing the countries of the national defelopments, the mest

impor tant publications ete., As such, they formed an essential, and

— —— o —
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often,large part of the annual volumes. As a record of the times and

the library developments all over the world in the years 1935 to 1939,

the reports still have not lost their value.

As 1t would lead too far to go into the details of ‘all these
national reports, I will only mention a few interesting facts.

As a foretaste of what was to come in many countries, China reported

both in 1938 and in j959 on the extensive loss of hooks as a result

of the hostilities. Many collections had been destroyed, although

some boéks nad been evacuated in time to the interior of the country.

Understandably, China asked for donations from other c¢ountries, to

set up new libraries after the wars. In 1938 their request was still

seriously considered. By 1939 it wasz alréady nearly too late for most

of the members to be able to help China.
At the 1938 meeting, the representative from France expressed a
number of wishes from the French association:

a. the regular exchange of publications of member-associations.

b. an enguiry into national information centres on library management,
the creation of such centres where they did not yet exist, and a
regular contact between such centres.

¢. reports of sub-committees to be sent to the Bureau one month before
the session, and the distribution of summaries of these reports to
all members, a fortnight before the session, to enable a useful
discussion at the annual‘meetings.

Unfortunately, the Actes do not report any discussion on these wishes.

Yet, they were very sensible demands. The first wish shows that there

was little, or at least not sufficient contact between the member-

associations, outside the annual meetings. The wish expressed was very
sensible, as an initiative from the Bureau or a resolution at one of
the meetings might have been all that was needed to Stimulate further
contact among the associations,

The third wish referred again to the problem of the sub-committees.

These were obviously still no% working satisfactorily, There never

seems to have been any problem about distributing documents to members,

once they had been received by the Bureau. So, presumably, the problem

———

——
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was that commiltee-reports were not ready in time, or were not sent,

which shows that the committees were sti?l not working effectively, |
as indeed we concluded in our.discussion on the sub-committees.

As for the second wish it was reported in 1939 that the administrator
of the National Library in Paris had decided to create an Information
Bureau on libraries and library management, attached to the Secretariat
of his establishmert, He hoped that strong collaboration would be
established between the new Bureau and the French association of
librarians. Cooperation with other countries was desirable too.

Mr, Godet asked the associations to give all possible information on

- national library information centres in the respective countries.

As a result of this request national centres were mentioned in:
Germany, England, Italy, the United Nations, Denmark and Switzerland. l
S50, a start had been made,

j+ Reactions in England and the Netherlands.

We already looked at the reactions and reports in England and the
fletherlands in relation to the Second International Congress in Spain.
In relation to the annuval sé€ssions between 1935 and 1939, the. pattern
is very similar. Some information can be found in the British

Library Association Record, but very few comments., In March 1937 a

short review of the Actes of 1936 was published.q) The reviewer drew
particular attention to the "far-reaching and mnst suggestive opening
address by the acting President of the Warsaw meeting, Mr. Godet',

The national reports were considered important as they ''give information
as to a number of developments which might otherwise be missed'.

Finally the review mentioned the names of the three British delegates,

The review gave no further comment on the work of IFLA,

In November of the same year, the Library Association Recnrd printed

the official report of the Dritish delegate to the 1937 meeting.
The representative of the Library Association gave a straightforward
report of the meeting, without any personal comments.

In the Library Association Record of 1938 we only found a review

of the I.I.I.C. publication on the social and intellectual mission

of public¢ libraries (see p. 99), which was considered an invaluable

1) Library Association Record, March 1937, p. 140.
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work of reference.

In May 1939, the reguest was published of the IFLA sub~committee for
library statistics, asking for statistics from two libraries in each
country. At the 1937 session Mr. Sevensma reported having distributed
the requests for this information. Thc request was sent out once more
in 1938, This shows us how long it took for such messages to reach
the actual librarians in the variocus countries.

The Actes of 1938 were reviewed.j) Again, Mr. Godet's speech
attracted the attention: "he stressed that librarianship had more to
fear than such accidental damage - the decay of culture and the
superseding of the book by other means of information. Mr. Godet
endeavoured tec clarify the‘relative aims of centres of documentation
and libraries in the diffusion of knowledge, and he made a plea for
a working'partnership between the tweo cultural agencies". Also the
national reports were mentioned again, which "admirably display the
progress of librarianship throughout the world".

In August 1939 a short report on the 1939 session 1n The Hague was
published, together with a short article on the Sevensma Prize, with
the statutes. The report on the meeting mentioned the invitation from
Germany: "The Committee unanimously kept politics out of consideration
{The only condition on which the Federation can survive) and accepted

the invitation”a). This is interesting, as it is one of the few personal

comments in these reports oh IFLA meetings. The British delegate
obviously agreed with the decision to carry on, irrespective of the
pelitical situation,

The official report of the Library Association delegate was
published in July 19&03). The president of the Federation '"pointed
out that in spite of the vast expenditure on armaments and of
ideological divisions between countries, there had nevecrtheless been
much cultural activity and evidence of a deep sense of the identity
of the interests of libraries everywhere which made international
cooperation through the Federation more than ever necessary',

As to the next international Congress, the report said: "Though many
members of the Committee thought it improbable th;t these meetings

1) Library Association Record, May 1939, p. 245,

2) Library Association Record, August 1939, p. 447,

3) Library Association Record, July 1940, p. 209,
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could be held, they believed it to be best that the arrangements
should ve accepted',

It is good to see that alltoéether more information on IFLA and 1ts
activitiés reached the members of the British Library Associations
than in earlier years. Mr. Godet's speeches obviously - and rightly -
made an impression on his audience. He had the ability to touch on
the right matters at the right time in a tactful and impressive way.
The impqrténce attached to the national reports is alsc as we would
have expected, It is a shame.thét the British delegates did not give
more of their own oplnions and reactions to the work of IFLA. This
would surely have made their reports more interesting and stimulating
to their colleagues,

The reports of the Dutch representatives to the plenary session
between 1935 and 1939‘did not give much more information on the actual
meetings, but they did contain more personal comments. Perhaps this
was-just because of the particular man who used to attend the meetings,
and who obviously enjoyed them, and also enjoyed writing about the
session afterwards,

In 1937 Bibliotheekleven published Mr. Leendertz's report on the

tenth plenary session held in 1937 in Paris. It said, amongst other
things: "The importance of such meetings lies not so muéh in the
decisions taken - for interqationally things cannot really be decided,
only desired - as th the regular meeting of colleepgues from different
countries, colleagues who seek this c<¢ontact, and who try to realize
the wishes, formulated at the meetings”.q)
The report alsoc referred to the national reports, which were
supplemented by informally received information: "one receives informa-
tion from many countries on library situations, of which one would
otherwise never hear”.g)
Talking about the problems and considerations of the various sub-
committees, Mr., Leendertz remarked that not enough was being done
for hospital libraries and book provisions in prisons, in the
Netherlends. Another criticism was directed at the lack of Dutch
material on the library exhibition in Paris.

1) Bibliotheekleven, 1937, p. 204.
2) Bibliotheekleven, 1937, p. 20k, -
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In 1938 the same representative wrote an article on the eleventh
Session'heldrin Brussels. He thought that the national reports had
provided the most interesting information at this meeting.

Also he stressed again thaf one could learn much from personal contacts.
He was glad to see that many countries were willing to join the
International Loan Scheme and to adhere to the rules. According to

him the most important decision taken was the agreement on holding

the next World Congress in Germany, in 1940, to coincide with the
Gutenberg commemoration, and to coincide with the congress for
documentation in Frankfurt.

As to the sub-committees, the report stated that many committees
did not make much progress, but, 1t said, '"the expression of wishes,
and particularly the possibility to hear what others desire or have
already done, can be Gery stimulating”.q)

finally, in 1939, Mr, Leendertz published a report on the 1939
mee ting in the Netherlands. As I mentioned before, the report
mentioned Mr. Godet's speech and the reaction of the audience.
Fortunately, the German delegates did not take it too badly. As the
war had broken ocut by the time Mr, Leendertz's report was printed, he
decided not to say anymore on the Congress programme, The sub-committee
reports'contained interesting information for 'insiders', he thought, A
He concluded:

'"We hope that the inéernaﬁional links will not be destroyed .
completely, by the war, although everybody will understand that
it will be very difficult to rebuild what has been built |
slowly over the years, and what has now been destroyed by a
single stroke',

"We ,only wish to express the hope that, as librarianship is such
a peaceful and serving profession, the old ties may soon be
renewed, when peace comes".a)

It is difficult to say whether the Dutch reports on IFLA's activities
reached more people than the English reports. However, I am inclined
to think that they were more likely o stimulate interest. In the end,
we probably have to accept that the number of people who really felt

involved in IFLA was very small in both, or perhaps all, countries.

e im —— s ames

7) Bibliotheekleven, 1938, p. 188,
2) Bivliotheekleven, 7939, p. 177.
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Chapter IV,

Conclusions,

-

A. Statutes.

The Statutes of the International Federation of Library
Associations defined the object of the Federation as:

"to promote international library cooperation" (section 2)

and the duties as: '

'”to select the time and place for international library
conferences and ... to prepare'for such conferences and to
make. investigations and recommendations concerning
intérnafional relations between libraries, organizations of
librarians and bibliographers and other agencies", (section 5)

The statutes stated that conferences must be held at least every
five years, and that other sessions "may' be held. Moreover, the
Committee was to have 'power to appoint subcommittees'. (section ?).1)

Looking back over the first period of IFLA's existence, from
its c¢reation to the war, we can first of all say that the Federation
did keep its defined object in mind, all the time, It did achieve
its broad object, but to a certain extent. International library
cooperation was definitely promoted by the existence and the activities
of this Federation. We saw in some detail what the federation did,
in those first years. Surveylng the activities once more, I will now
try to decide how effective the Federation was in its attempts to
achieve 1ts object, what were its major successes and what were the
causes of its failures.

Having decided that the federation was true to its object, we
should now look at its duties. In this respect, too, the organization
did what it was meant to db. It did organize congresses at least
every five years: 1929, 1935 (6 years!), and the next one would have
been in 1940. One could critize the federation for not doing more;
more regular congresses might have been useful, We will return to
this later. However, we cannot say that the stated duty was not
fulfilled, The federation also did make investigations and recommendatiore

1) see Annex I: Statutes.
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concerning international relations, and also'concerning a number of
other issues of international interest.

As to sections 6 and 7 of the Statutes, the organization did
even more than it need have done. Plenary sessions need’tot have been
annually. But it certainly was a very good thing, and a very important
element in the development of IFLA that the tradition of annual
sessions grew up so easily and naturally, On Sub-committees, too
more was done that strictly necessary. The many Sub-committees, which
agaln grew naturally and spontanéously were to form the main body
of the working organization. So, simply comparing the statutes with
. the actual work done, the conclusion most obviously be that IFLA did all
it was meant.to do and even more, However, accepting this favourable
judgment, I think it wquld still be interesting lo evaluate the actual
working of the federation in the early years and to compare this to
a modern definition of the functions of international organizations
in the social science, as defined by Thomas Humphrey Marshall,

B. Achievements.

In the years 1927 to 1939 IFLA achieved a number of things, some
more important, some less. It managed to create a federation with a
governing committee and a growing number of members. The only really
constant factor in this administrative organization was the Secretary.
It is not quite clear who first thought of asking Mr. Sevensma to
act as Secretary for the new Federation, But it certainly was a wise
move, Mr, Sevensma was a Dutchman who became the librarian for the
new library of the League of WNations in 1928. In 1927 Rockefeller
had donated two million dollars to the League for a Library, Mr.
Sevensma was particularly well placed to act as a secretary, both
because of his geographically central position in Geneva and the
possibility of using certain facilities of the League, and because
of his own disposition as a hard worker who particularly enjoyed
building up new things. This he did for the Library of the League'of
Nations as well as for the Federation,

However, the fact thaf Mr, Sevensma was gacretary during all those

years does not mean that the Federation really had a Permanent
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Secretariat, in thec sense of a permanent office with some staff. When
Mr., Sevensma became librarian of the University of Leiden, in 1938,

he continued to be secretary for IFLA from his new abode. Mr. Breycha-
Vauthier, who had started to help him a few years before, continued

to assist him from Geneva, But a permanent secretariat, which can
function as a centre for the organization, irrespective of the person
temporarily acting as secretéry, was not realized till much later.
There was no staff actuwally working for and paid by the Federation,
nor was there money for this. The contributions of the members paid
for the printing of the annual volume of Actes and for minor expenses
such as the stamps for the distribution of variqus matters to the
.member—associations. The Congresses were also subsidized by the
Féderation. But there was never very much money left, even after selling
the Actes.

Having a really permanent basis would have helped the federation
in its development, as would have done a better financial arrangement.
But if the Federation was unlucky in not having these assets, it was
very lucky in having such a hard-working and faithful Secretary.

The number of members grew steadily in these early yéars. If we
loock at the list of members of 1935,1) we see that the federation
counted 34 members at the time, This number grew to about 40, by 1939,
0f these 34 members, the majority already existed before the creation
of IFLA. A3 might have been expected, the oldest library associations
were those éf Switzerland, England, Germany, the United States and
surprisingly Japan, which all five had organizations before 1900.

Most of the West-European countries established organizations between
1900 and 1925. Among the countries which did not create library
associations till after 1927 were S5pain, Greece, Italy, Finland,

Letland, Jugoslavia and Czechoslovakia. As for Spain, we know with
certainty that the existence of IFLA contributed directly to the creation
of these organizations. For the other countries this is less easy to
prove, but I think we can assume that IFLA did have some influence,
indirectly. Looking at the members we =hould notice that 'international'’
was still‘a limited concept!

1) RAmnertoire des Associations de Bibliothécaire membres de la

Fédération Internationale. IFLA, Nijhbff, The Hague, 1935,
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Of course these member-associations were not all alike in their
organization and set-up. Greece, for example, only had an official
government body for librarians. The representative sent to the
meetings was therefore no doubt a government official’. His status
in his own country and his poweér to enforce IFLA recommendations
would have been very different from that of many other representatives.
Yet the strength and influenée of the national associations was
decisive for the power of IFLA; the international federation de+wended
upon its members for the execution of its wishes and recommendations.
So it was, and is, essential for IFLA to have effectively organized
_ members., One member per country, or rather one library association
per country, would seem test. This was in fact usually the case.

Some countries had separate organizations for public librarians.
The Netherlands were the worst with three organizations represented,
of which one was a government advisory body.

However important the working of the national bedies was to IFLA,
and. the power of the delegates, there was nothing much it conld do
about this aspect of its effectiveness. Some countries would send
the same man or woman each year;.some would send a different one for
each session. The regular attendants seem to have done most of the
work in the sub-committees, but there was of course a danger that they
were working in iscolation, without any real contact with their
national fellow-workers. Thé, probably ideal, situation of a national
committee for international cooperation which could choose a
representative to send to IFLA, was only achieved in these years by
the American Library Association.

In the course of the years, the regular attendants of IFLA sessions
saw quite a bit of Europe, as JFLA met in ten different countries.

Mo deubt it had a beneficial effect on a national library association
to be the host to IFLA members. This is true not only for brand-new
organizations such as Spain, for which the IFLA congress was probably
of vital importance, but also for ionger established associations.
Receiving these guests from-éll over the world would without any

doubt act as a stimulus to the riational library world and the national
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discussion of library matters in the whole country, inter alia

drawing the attention of the Government to such matters. tHowever, here
atain IFTLA as organization could exert little influence, The Committee
could but accept an invitation from one of the members.  Only
occasionally did the Committee itself suggest a place, such as in the
case of Paris, 1937, which was to coincide with the Documentation
Congress. Sometimes there was a choice, but there were usually other
considerations to decide the issue, such as the fact that nobody would
be able to afford a trip to China or India (1936), '

The timing of thé sessions was usually carefully discussed, to make
sure that the meeting would.-not coincide with other meetings that

some of the representatives might want to attend, such as FID-
meetings. If possible a combination with a national meeting was
favoured, such as in Cheltenham in 1931, where the IFLA session was
followed by the British Library Association meeting, to which all
delegates were invited. S0, although the time and place of the annual
sessions and particularly the conferences was quite important, the

power of the Committee to actually choose was only limited.

We saw that the Federation did its duty in organizing international
congresses, regularly, The first one was mainly organized by Italy,
but the second one really was an ITLA-conference, although of course
the local committee did a lot of the work. The first time, thé
organization drowned‘itself in its own enthusiasm; there was just
too much of everything. But the-federation learnt its lesson, and in
Spain the conference was much better run, the speeches were fewer and
better prepared and the seclions worked more effectively; even the
delegates were fewer, but communicated better with each. other.

Both congresses fulfilled an importanf functi&n in bringing
together librarians from all over the world and confronting them with
a wealth of information. In both cases the result provided IFLA with
a working programme for the following four or five years, The first

Congress resulted in 15,rather specific and detailed recommendations,
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Five years later, the Federation had, 1 think rightly, learnt that
such a congress can best be used as a stimulus for the work of sub-
committees, whereas the more specific matters can be dealt with more
effectively at the annual sessions or in the sub-committees. So, the
Spanish Congress resulted in a IFLA sub-committee for each of the
areas dealt with, Consequent;y, the effect of the Congress can only
be measured by locking at the sub-committees.

Whether it might have ‘been useful to organize congresses more
often, is a purely theoretical question. No doubt a congress received
more attention, drew more schblars,and generally intensified the
_discussion on the various issues much more than the annual sessions.
For those reasons, it might have been a very good thing. However,
the organization was obviously not equipped to cope with more frequent
happenings on such a larger scale.

. In discussing the various sub-committees we briefly evaluated
their achievements. I will therefore not survey each sub-committee
separately, in this.recapitulation, but rather re-group the
achievements of the committees according to a number of criteria,

First of all we can divide the issues concerned into:

- international issues,

- issues concerning a groupv of countries,

- locally important issues.

To start with the latter, matters that are only of importance to one
country should not be dealt with by an international organization.

IFLA has in fact managed with success to keep such subjects out of the
discussicn,

Occasionally matters were discussed which only effected a group
of countries, or which could best be dealt with at a more regional
level, The exchange of librarians was & basically international matter,
but effective exchange relationships were usually those between
particular countries. The same applies to the exchange of theses.

The discussions on this subject led to the conclusion that agreements,
such as between France and Germany were more effective than general
international arrangements. I think this is in the nature of exchanges
of all kinds. Nonethelesgs, IFLA continued to aim at international

agreements, The third issue we should mention is library statistics.
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This is again an international matter,which however, did not have
the succesful treatment i1t might have had, because some countries,
notably the United States and England, were not interested. In fact
the matter'might have been dealt with much more succesfully, if
regional sclutions had been tried first.

A1l other achievements of IFLA in the years before the war, éan
be called international. I should like to divide them into three
groups: '

A. General,
B. Library-technical: 1. genéral

2. relating to a specific type of library,
c. psychological. .
In this division of subjects I will also include the various
resolutions, not connected with a particular sub-committee, and the
indirect achievements, which will form the main part of division C.

Under the heading General we can place the work of three
sub~committees, The sub-committee on statistics of publications
produced a report by Mr. Muszkowski, which was also brought to the
attention of publishers and booksellers, Later, lMr, Uhlendahl
simplified the original categories.

The sub-committee on the priice and over-production of periodicals
drew the attention to variocus problems, such as overlapping and
published some useful reports on periodical prices. The committee
in fact continued the earlier work on the price of German periodicals.
In that matters IFLA had contributed to the discussion and helped
to achieve agreements with the German publishers in 1933, The problem
of theses 1in periodicals continued to arouse anxiety.

The sub~committee on normilisation also did some general work,
although a large part of its field of interest was purely library-
technical,

“uite a few of the 'unconnected' resolutions of the earlier years

were of general international importance. ¥We can mention a resolution

of 1932 drawing attention to publications without a date of publication,

a resolution ddvocating courses on library architecture, which was

Fl
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also sent to the associations of architects, and 5 very important

resolution drawing attention to the need to raise, or at least not .
diminish, library budgets, in 1932,

Last but not least, we should mention the International Loans “
Scheme, which was certainly of wmore than purely library-technical
importance., I can but repeat that this was probably IFLA's greatest

and most tangible achievement of the pre-war years,

Library technical matters can be subdivided in general mattersy

and matters concerning particular types of libraries , A number of

. sub-committees dealt with such general matters. The sub-committee

on library profession tried in vain to set up international summer-
courses. Later on the matter was taken up by the I.I.I.C, which tried
to collect information on the situétion in the various countries as
to library training.

e mentioned the sub-committee on library statistics, which was
hampered in its work by the indifference of two important countries.
Nonetheless, Mr. Leyh did some very useful work in composing first
elaborate and later more simplified categories, It might have consoled
him to know that the matter is still not dealt with really satis-
factorily anno 1976.

The exchange of theses was also mentioned earlier, After the second
Congress, in Spain, the discussion was extended to include oth-~r
scientific publications.

The sub-committee on the unification of cataloguiug rules
produced two useful reports on existing cataloguing rules and their
application.

Finally the sub-committee on neormalisation should be mentioned
again, Together with the FID and the ISA some useful work was done
towards the normalisation of various libfary materials.

Unconnected with a particular sub-committee, IFLA contributed
to the publicatiqn of a vocabulary of ftechnical library terms in

French, German and English, by subsidizing this work {(1930-31},

Four sub-committees were created to promote the interests of
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particular kinds of librories. The sub-committee on public libraries

managed to draw the attention to the importance of public¢ libraries,
and ensured a prominent placé for this issue at the Spanish Congress.,
This led to an enquiry being set up into the interest of public
library readers, for which research was done in Germany, America and
England., _

The sub-committee on hospital libraries produced regular reports
on the situation in various countries. In later years it concentrated
on encoﬁraging libraries to joih the international Association of
Hospital Libraries.

For special libraries a sub-committee was created after the
Conference in Spéin. Among other things 1t advocated selected lists
of periodicals. Many of its members also belonged to FID, thus
ensuring good communications with that organization,

Parliamentary libraries also benefitted from the creation of a
sub-committee after 1935, The committee tried to c¢ollect information
on the situation in various countries and to act as a ¢learing-house.
A point of contact for parliamentary libraries from all over the

world was certainly much needed.

Finally we should say something about the psychological e’ fects

IFLA had. These are the intangible results that cannot be proved.
Fortunately there is some contemporary evidence to support our
view that this was an important element. In the reports of the Dutch
representatives we repeatedly found the comment that the main result
of the meetings always was -the personal contact between attendants.
Particularly Mr. Theissen stressed again and again that the things he
learnt from other repfesentatives during informal talks was the main
benefit he gained from attending the annual sessions., Cf course this
need not surprise us, since the same applies for many congresses and
international meetings nowadays.

Also diffiéﬁlt to measure is the professional encouragement the
delegates received from discussing matters with people from other

countries. A.C. Breycha-Vauthier, in his tribute to William Warner
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Bishop, expreésed his belief in the importance of this element.j
In this respect he particularly stressed the importance of the
national reports: .

"Their presentation serves a double purpose: on the one hanad
it may encourage associations to achieve results worthy of
publications, at the same time the recognition accorded those
results by librarians of international repute must help
forward efforts sometimes insufficiently appreciated in the
countries where they originated. On the other hand, a
powerful stimulus is provided By the interchange of new ideas
brought about by the reports”.2)

The publication of the Actes was of course meant to stimulate this

effect., In the same way it was hoped that the Sevensma Prize would

interest and encourage younger librarians.

I don't think we need to repeat all thHe things the sub-committees
did not do, It is obvious that their working effectiveness was far
from optimal, In explanation, we might just remind ourselves of some
of the drawbacks of all international organizations: the dependence
of the international organization on the effectiveness of the member-
organizationé, distances, lack of money, language problems, variation
in the status of the delegates, different delegates each year, lack
of contact between the members, lack of real power of the international
body, different level of economic and educational development and
the cultural differences, which make. 1t almost impossible to .find
clear definitions and unambigeous categories to build on. Moreocver,
IFLA had the disadvantage of no real bureau, and particularly the
difficult economic and political situation of the time. Taking all
these factors into account, the sub-committees did not do so badly.

C. Functions -of International organizations in the social sciences.

Thomas Humphrey Marshall defined the three main functions of
international organizations in the social sciences as:
- building an 'internatiocnal faculty' or body of professionals 1n
each discipline, mainly through congresses held by the organization;
1)A.C. Breycha-Vauthier, The Federation of Library Associlations,
p. 3h-49,
2) ibid, p. L2,




~121-

~ promoting the development of teaching and research in particular
subjects by means of research projects, seminars and publications
that serve as {too0ls of reseérch, such as bibliographies, dictionaries
of terminology, etc.; . _ ’
~ sponsoring publications such as scholarly journals and selected
papers not easily available in many countiries, and furnishing
translations of these papers in more widely known 1anguages.1
If we compare the work of IFLA before the second World war to
this modern definition, we cgme'to;the following conclusions,
Through the sub-committees, IFLA did build a body of experts in
. each field, to some extent. [lowever, we must admit, that the work
bf the sub~committees was mostly the work of one or two men, in each
field. The 'experis' would only meet oncCe a year to discuss the
report of this one person. But the possibilities were there, and a
more effective working of the committees would certainly have created
such a body of professionals in each field.
. 0f course, more congresses would also have helped. Each congress
brought together a large number of expert librarians. More regular
conferences would certainly have led f{o an 'international faculty’.
S0, the necessary méans to fulfill this function were present, but the
working of the organization was not really effective encugh as yet.
The promotion of the development of teaching and research was
also effected through the sub.committees, mainly. That was where the
research was done. Teaching was treated more s—ecifically by the
sub-committee on professional education. This committee also
attempted to organize a seminar, namely an International Summer Schoel.
Unfortunately, this plan was not realized. A4s to publications, we
should mention the three-language dictionary of technical library
terms, and the project of Mr. Grundtﬁig and Mr., Vortius.
Promotion of developments in general was achieved through the contact
between librarians at the annual meetings and the consequent
encouragement. So, I think IFLA did fulfill this function of an
internationai organization quite well.
Publications of IFLA itself were only the annual volumes and the
1} Marshall, Thomas H. "International Cooperation in the Social Sciences"

International Organizations in the Social Sciepces. Paris, Unesco

Social Science Clearing House. 1965, p. 13,
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regular editions of the List of member-associations, In the field

of translations we can mention the translation of cataloguing codes

into various languages. The contribution from the slavonic countries

was nbt yet so voluminous és to necessitate many translations into

more widely known languages. If IFLA did not sponsor many publications

itself, at least it did create the possibility of making any important

publications available known{to a wider public, at its annual meetings.

In doing this it certainly fulfilled an important function.
Alltogether, I think IFLE'SIactivities in the pre-war years

went a long way towards fulfilling the requirements of an internaticnal

organization in the social sciences as defined in 1965.

The pre-war years of IFLA did not produce very many tangible
results. They were years of development, characterized by a steadily
growing number of members and attendants at meetings, by growing
enthusiasm of the participants, showing in the volume of the annual
Actes, by more and more contributions from members on national
accomplishments, and an increasing number of sub-committees. But these
years were also a time of growing problems. At a time of great financial -
and economic crises, the clashes of basic philosophies and political
threats were aggravated by the fear for an imminent war. These times
were not conducive to interﬁational planning or coordination of any

kind. Under the circumstances, IFLA did very well,
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Statutes of the International Federation of Library Associations.,

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be the International
Federation of Library Associations. ’

Section 2. The objJect of the Federation shall be to promote international
library cooperation.

Section %, Members of the Federation shall be those Library Assoclations
which approve these statutes and which comply with such 6ther pfovisions
as are adopted from time to time. Associations with allied interests

may be admitted to membership by vote of the Committee,

Section 4. The affairs. of the Federatiqn shall be administered by the
Internaticnal Library Committee; thié C?mmittee shall consist of
representatives selected by Associations which are members of the
Federation., There shall be from each coﬁntry only one designated member
or substitute with the right to vote, b%t with him may be associated

. delegates. Delegates are selected for aiperiod not exceeding 5 years

but are eligible for re-election,

Section 5. The duties of the Committee ?hall be to Belect the time

and place for international library conferences and with the cooperation
of local committees to prepare for such|conferences and to make
investigations and recommendations concerning international relations
between libraries, organizations of librarians and bibliographers and
other agencies,
" Section 6, International Library Conferences shail be held at least
once in five years. Plenary sessions of|the Committee must be held in
connection with each international library conference, Other sessions
may be held at the call of the chairman|and must be held when requested
by one third of the Committee, ‘
Section 7. The Committee shall have power to appoint subcommittees from
its own members or from the members of gany of the cooperating library
Associations,
Section 8, The officers of the Fedérati¢n and of the Committee shall
be a President, two Vice-presidents and|a Secretary. These officera

shall constitute the Executive Board an? shall be elected by the




- [

Committee for a term to expire not later than twelve months after the
close of each congress. The Secretary may be, but need not be, a
member of the Committee desigﬁated by some national Association, He
shall have the right to vote. Vacancies on the Executive Committee
shall be filled by the Committee.

Section 9, Annual dues for cach member Association shall be fixed at
a rate between 25 and 50 centimes (Swiss) for each member of that
Association or on a basis of 5 or 10% of the receipts from membership
dues of the Associations, but shall not be.more than 2.500 francs
(Swiss) for any Association. Dues shall be payable to the Secretary
on or before March 15t for each calender year, The amount of the dues
will form the budget of the Federation.

Section 10 . Any Association may withdraw from the Federation, if its
dues for the year have been paid.

Section 11, By—léws may be adopted by -the Committee,
Section 12.  Resolutions adopted by the Committee or by any Coggress
held under its auspices shall not be binding on any member Association

until ratified by that Association.

Venice, June 29, 1929, (With amendments as adopted at Stockholm,
August 20, 1930). |
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Sessiona of the International Library Committee.

Year
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933

1974
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

1947

Place

Rome

Rome, Venice, Florence
Stockholm

Cheltenham

Bern

Chicago, Avignon

Madrid

Madrid, Barcelona
Warsaw

FParis

Brussels

'The Hague, Amsterdam

Calo

Secretary 1929 - 1958

Preaident

Collidn (Sweden)

Bishop (U.S5.A.)
Gpdet (Switzerland)
for Bishop

Géddet, for Bishop
Bishop

Gadet

Munthe (Norway)

Progeedings Vol

I

I
II
II1
v

VI
VIT
VIII
IX

X

k]

X1

X1l

TP, Sevensma (League of Nationa,

The Netherlands).
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Deleg&tea.
Abb, G,

Bergsmans

Bishop, W.W.

Breycha-Vauthier, A.C.

BErummel, L.

Bultingaire, L.

Capdevielle, Miss J.

Cashmore, H.M.
Collijn, I.G.A.
Cowley, J.D.

Cunningman, Mrs. E.
Damiani, E.

Demchevski, Miss M.
Donker-Duyvis, F.
Duprat, Mra,

Emler, J.

Eedaille, A,
Fago, Prof. V.

Fallot, Mras.
Fick, R.
Godet, M.
Grape, A.
Guinard, J.

Henriet, G,

Holmberg, A.

- g -

Director of ﬁhe University Library, Berlin.
Belgium
Librarian of the University of Michigan,

Legal Librarian of the League of Nations, Geneva

Director of the| Royal Library, the Hague.

Librarian/Honorary Chief of the National Muaseum
of Natural Histpry, Paris.

Librarian of the Arts Faculty, Madrid.

City Librarian,|Birmingham.

Director of the|Royal Library, Stockholm.
Lancashire CnunLy Librarian, England.
Librarian, Uand;rbilt University, School of
Medicine, Nashville.

General Director, Biblioteca della Camera dei
Fasci e delle Corporazioni, Rome. |
Bulgary

General Secretary of F.,I.D., the Hague,
Librarian at the National Museum of Natural
History, Paris.

Director of the National and University
Library, Prague.

Secretary of the British Museum, London.
Librarian, Director of the International
Exchanges Service, Ministry of Education, Rome.
Representative of the I.I,I.,C., Paria,
Directer of the University Library, Gottingen,

Director of the National Likrary, Bern.

Director of the Royal University Library,ﬂppaala;

University-Librarian, Bordeaux,
Professor at the Paris Library School and

President of the French Association of

- Librarians., Conservator of the Library, Forney.

Library Uirector, Kungl. Svenska Vatenskaps-

T e R Tt e I e e ey

:|
1
|
{
|
:




Kruss, H.A.
Lancaster-Jones, E.

Lasso de la Vega, J.

Leendertz, W,

Leicht, P.S.

Lemai tre, H,

Leyh, G.

Lord, M.E,
Meyer, Miss J.
Milam, C.H.
Munthe, W.

Mugzkowski, J.
Pri“E‘ A

Prinzhorn, F.
Fais, o a

fRoherts, Mre. M.E.
Rﬂdow:i.cz‘ st-
Rogsi, h.

Sat{)‘ JI
Schmidt, Ch.

akademien, Stockholm.

General Director of the Prussian State Librery,
Berlin.

Deputy~keeper of the Science Museum Library,
London.

Director of the University Library, Madrid.
Librariﬁn, Nederlandse Handelshogeschool,
Rotterdam, .

Senator, Professor at the University, Bologna.
Honorary Librarisn of the National Library,
Faris.,

Director of the University Library, Tubingen.
Director, Public Library of the city of Boston,
Library of Congress, Washington.

Secretary of the American Library Association.
Director of the Library of the Royal.hniversity,
Uslo.

Director of the Krasinski Library, Warsaw.
President of the F.I,D., the Hague,

Director of the Library of the Technische
Hochechule, lanzig, later on Director of the
University Library, Leipzig.

Honorary Chef of the Parliamentary Information
Services and the Library of the Chambres dea
Députés, Paris,.

England.

President of the library section of the Polish

Society of Engineers, representative of I.I,D.

‘Principal Secretary of the I.I.I.C., Paris.

Delegate of the Library Association of Spain.
General Inspector of Archives and Libraries at
the Ministry of National Education, Faris,




Schuaster, W.

Savanamn, T.P.

Theisaen, J.8.
Tisserant, Mgr. E.
Uhlendahl, H.

Vincent, A.

de Vos van SteenWijk{

J.bd, Baron,
Welsford, P.S.J.
Wharton, L.C.
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Director of the Town Library, Berlin.

Direator of the Library of the Lengue of Nationa
Oengva, From 19781 Direotor of tha Unjvnvaity
Ldhraiy, diedden, '
Director of the University Libhrery, Amsaterdam,
Pro-prefect of the Yatican Library.

General Director of the Deutsche Bucherei,
Leipzig.

Keeper of the Royal Library, Brussela.
Profeagor, Chel of the 5eotion of Solentifio
Relations of the I.I,I.C., Paris.

Secretary of the Library Association, London.

British Museum, London.
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Composition of Sub~Committees of TFLA, as published in Actes, Vol, V,

1934,

a) Sub-Committee on Hospital Libraries

b) Sub-Committee on Public Libraries

¢) Sub-Committee on the Exchange of
Librarians

d)} Sub-Committee on the Exchange of
University Theses

e) Sub-Committee on Professional Education

f) Sub=Committee on Library Statistics

g) Sub-Committee on the Statistice of
Publications

President;

Pre=zident:

President:

Premident:

President:

Premident:

President:

Mr., H. Lemaftre
19 members

Mr. C.H, Milan
8 members

Mr. W.W. Bishop
3 members.,

Mr. J. Emler

b members
vacant

3 membera

Mr. G. Leyh

7 members

Mr. J. Muszkowski

4 members

Mr., Sevensma belonged to all seven Sub-Committees as an extra member.

Sub-Commn) ttees as published in Actea, Vol, VIII, 1936,

Sub-Committees as published before, plusi
h) Sub=Committee on Special Libraries

i) Sub-Committee on Parlimmentary
Libraries

J) Sub~Committee on Uniform Catalogue
Rulea

k) Sub-Committee on Legal Questiona

concerning International Loans

FPregident:

Pregident:

President:

Fregident:

Mr. E. Lancaster
Jones

S membere

Mr. J. Rais

& members

Mgr. E, Tisserant
7 members

Mr, P.S. Lsicht

4 members
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1) Sub-Committee on Normalisation in thL Fresident: Mr., ¥, Prinzhorn

Field of Books and Libraries ' Lk members
m) Sub-Committee on Overproduction of Fresident: Mr. W. Munthe
FPeriodicals : ¥ members

Mr, Sevensma belonged to h) and i) as ap extra member,
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Bue du Prit
Inlernational.
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REGLEMENT DU PRET INTERNATIONAL,

1.

L'organisation du P. [ a pour but de faire venir, doy
uibliotheques &trangéres, par la veie la plus ragiis, ix
plus économique et la plus afire, les \.° sont neces-
saires & des recherches et que les L.oi.oe. _-¢5 Gu pays
ne possédent pas.

2.

Sont considérées adhérer a lorganisation du P. L, les
bibliothéques qui déclarent accepter les présentes regies

et sont pré.s & accorder ume réciprocite compléte, Le

secréiaire gucesal de la «Fédération internationale des
zusociations de bioliothécairess Tecevra les inscriptious par
Ventremise de la centrale natiopale (voir Art. ¢) ou, 4
défaut de celle-ci, par les soins de |'association ou d'une
des associations bibliothécaires du pays. Les bibliothégues
noa autorisées i aecorder uae réeiprocité compléte oat,
oeanmoins, la possibilité d'adhérer au P. 1. 5i la centrale
nationale s'ecayage & faire venir les livres demaudés
d'autres bibliotheques du pays.

o

La bibliotheque emprunteuse supporte tous les frais
de port, d'assurance et d'emballage occasionnés par 'envoi
et le retour des livies. Elle est rosponsable de la perte
de ceux-ci et de tous dommages subis par eux.

d:

L'eavor des lettres, des imprimes ot des paquets, se
fait par la poste. Les envois du P, [. doivent porter un
timbre spéciai sur Pemballage. Chaque eovoi doit étre
accompagne d'un bordarcay wentioninot lv nombre des
bulletins de prit ou des ouvrages expédiés. Tes bulletins
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et bordersaux doivent cire cédiges vo [rawcais ou dans la

“langue patiomale accompagnce de fa traduction [rangaise

Les buiictiug de'regu geuveat ctre ucilisés comme bulletins
de demande, si la bivlicinenue de l'autre pays admet cetre
simplification.
5.
La durée do prit est, en regle péncérale, d'un mois,
opon compris 'expédition et le retour des livees, Cependant,
la bibliotheéque qui préte peut prolonger ou réduire ce délai.

6.

Chague biblivtiéque a le devoir, avant d'envoyer une
demande & l'étranger, de s'assurer que le livre désiré pe
s trouve pas dans le pays.

7. .
En régle générale, ne sont pas expédiés:
1. les livres et wériodiques souvent deinandés daos
le pays,
2. les ouvrages d'une wvaleur telle qu'ils ne doivent pas
sortir de la bibliothéque,
3. les publicaticas en vente dans les librairies et dont

e prix ne dépasse pas un montant équivalant i 3 [rancs

suisses or. .

Les livres qui existent dans ie pays, mais sont mo-
mentanément prétés, oe doivent pas éire demandés par
la voie du P. L

Les manuscrits sont, autant gue possible, prétés aux
mémes conditions que les imprimés; la décision & prendre
est laissée cependan: dacs chacue cas particulier 3 la
bibliothéque qui posséde le manuserit,

8.

Les envois de livres se font directement de bibliothéque
4 biblicthéque; les demandes, soit par la méme voie, soit
par l'entremise des centrales du P. I, La bibliothéque qui
préte peut meitre comme condition que les demandes [ui
solent iransmises pat la ceantrale du P. L, s'i en existe une,




Cryanisation
des cendrales.

TR e

R

Ii est recommandé qu'en chajue pays soit fondés une
centrale pour le P. I, qu'elle soit co relation avec une
grande bibliothliue et comporte, si possible, un bureau
de reaseignements avec catalogue général,

La cenirsie a pour tache:

@) de traasmetire les demandes venant de I'étranger
aux bibliothéques du pays que la nature de leurs coliec-
tions et leurs réglemnents nettent en mesure d'y doaner
suite,

&) de contrdler les demandes venant du pays, de s'assu-
rer que les livres demandés ne se trouvent pas dans unpe
de ses bivliothéques, et en cas négatif, de faire suivre la
demanca a létrangar,

¢) d'tablic une statistique des préts internationaux
effectués par les biblistieques du pays, et d'en commu-
piduer amsucilement les chifllres au secrétaire géopéral.

) d'annoncer au Secrétaire général les appareils do
photographie, de pholocopie, de photomicrographie et de
projection qui se trouvent dans les bibliothéques du pays.
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Recla.
Demande de Prow
La Bibhwothdque de
qui 2 adhéré au Réglement du Prét intermationai adopié par la F.I A.B. demande en comimu-
nicanion 3 la Hibliothéque de

Fouvrage indiqué c-dessous, pour Siie consult: par M

Auteor (avec prénom) - Cate
Ture

MNombre de volumes

Lieu et date
Pour les coilections: Tomaison A
Année
Remarques ) i Lieu et dalo Timbre Signature

[

® Voir § { du Bégicment, page 949-
Dewearide e prét *

#Erie.

1, Quaiiication juridique de ia bisi.othique empruntense:
a) Dibliotheque dépeadant des autoriés publiques (Etat, Province, Commune,
etc),
) Bibliotheque dépendant ¢'une institution privée (sociétd, fondation, ele.),
(Bider ce qui ne convient pas).
2. L2 Biblicthéque emprunicuse déclare expressement que le livee rmpruntd oo
sera pas preté.
(Biffer si un prét & domicile est envisagd.)

3. Los risques de perte et de déwcrioration sont entidrement garantis par la biblio-
théque empruntease. Sila vaivar de louvrage dépasso le imontant de.....
priére d'ea donner avis of d'atteadse sépouse avaut de faire 'envol

4. Dans ie cas dimpossibihité d'un réglement smiable eatre les partivs, la biblie-
thégue emprunteuse s'engage a soumeltre tout liuge pouvant résulter du prét,
ainst gue toule réclamation coocerpant frais d'euvos, de réexpédition vt d'assu-
raoce ou de perte el détérioration 4 va arbicage.

Si l'arbitrage n'est pas accepté, indiquer quelle sera la juridiction compétents
pour régler les litiges dvemwels: .o

* Yoir le rapport de la Sous-Commission des questiony juridiques relatives s prét !nlrm:tinn‘.]‘ P 109,
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Moedtle
de
DEMANDE DE RENSZIGNEMENT
d’une bibliothéque ou d'un bureau cewiral au bureau central d'un autre pays.

(Dimcnsiong de chague parlic: 12,5 % 7,5 i)

Reclo.

Demande de rensegignement de

a

Naus vous prions de nous indiguer la bibliothéque qui posséde l'ouvrage

 indiqué ci-dessous et la préiciair & noire bibliotheque — 2 une de nos
" bibliothaques. A
Licu et date Timore wignature _
A
.............................................................................................. Lomssscavacaaamc = =]
Auteur
| Titre
!
i
!
Liev er date
' . — . s -
Pour les collections: Tomaison Année
Remarques . Bibliotheque
Cote
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